MASS-OBSERVATION ARCHIVE 


Papers from the Mass-Observation Archive at the University of Sussex 


Part 5: Topic Collections on Social Welfare and the Beveridge Report, 1939-1949 
(HOUSING; WORK - REGISTRATION & DEMOBILISATION; FUEL; FOOD) 


TC 68 


Fuel, 1937-1947 
Box 1 
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NOV. I2. 1937. 


Over 50 & of the Observers mentioned fuel in some form in 
deseribing their experiences between the end of breakfast and the end 
of iunch on Nov, 12, 


A Of these, about I5 % had difficulties of various kinds 
 @gonmected with fuel - fires that would not i hot water taps 
‘ that van cold, smoking chimneys, messy coal dust, etc. About an equal 
number record that they felt old in their home8; in some cases these 
are the same people who had difficulties with their heating arrangment 
§ix girls mention cold and draughty offices. 


Overleaf there follow A2 sample passages mentioning fuel. 
They are not classified, but the majority of them are from housewives. 
There is hardly a need to point any moral from these extracts, but it 
is fc to compare, for example, dif*iculties of fire-lighting 
mentioned in 6,8,3I with ease of lighting in 2 and 42. Also of | 
interest are the references to o11 stoves in 3,10,14,22, and 3I. 
There are 20 references to coal-fires wee ry between breakfast 
and lunch. There are 42 references to cooking overations of various 
kinds, And there are 70 references to hirer Be ke pega of all kinds 
washing of clothes, washing of hands and washing un. 
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IO am. Finsihed breakfast. Reason why I am so late is that it 
is my day off and I promised myself a lie-over which I duly had and an 
a gh I draw my chair up to the fire to warm my hands before 
up to the >bathroom to clean my teeth.. I feel fine, not tired | 
aS GEl, hough I om cold. Weukd Like a heme enekeetie woth cn tas 
Downs today but I have too much to do, | 
wk | . siaines) (Coulsdon) 


By 2.30 the work I'd given mtek do was finished 

I cleared ,wo the rubbish and put it on the bonfires. planted a bush 
syringa I'd taken up in the front and put it in the back the 
Climbing roses; and was in the house by 2.45. Cooked the fish, put the 
lighted gas voker to the fire in the lounge, laid the table and sat 
down to dinner at 3». very very stiff and weary, but triumphant, for | 
I'd waited weeks to do the job, : 
(Wlderly widow) (Orpington) 


8.30, Finished breakfast. Bo boarder went off to school. I 
cleared breakfast ane washed up. I ¢a o11 stove with me wherever I 
go if it is cold. C,eared and laid sitting-room fire. 

9. Put stove at bottom of stair. Went upstairs, brushed teeth, 
Gleamed bathro m basin and bath, made 2 beds ( didn t turn mattresses 
today as I was in a hurry) used carvet sweever and aon duster in 2 
bedrooms and dusted rooms. D,d same to stair and sitting room. Brushed 
my shoes, washed hands, Put on hat and coat; wrote list’ of shopoings..« 

(Housewife, takes boarders, Qui ifors 


9.20 Sweep step; dust new door.. 
9.30 Sweep down stairs..Sweep hall 
9.45. Clean and set sitt ng room fire.. 

TO. Wash up. Try dy - new poweder of Hedleys ~ 64 packet 
but one free for advert - Tasteful packets as their drene is + Yes 
ite good and oes ig Alssottes ~ I use it to wash red jumper suit and 
socks, It is and is easy on hands, I liked their : 
Oxydol until last packs which would hard y dissovive - wonder if it's 
the water changed ? 

10.30 Listen to Radio (Philips) + weather <- 

10.34. Put off Radio - Electricity here is dearer than gas. 
Costs I/+ wee for radio alone -iramm eats it up, so we use gas 
for lig ent. f we had radio on ma hours daily it would be 2/ 
Pity <= I Love to hear Maud D with kidd 
Wash lettuce and watercress.. tidy up DF eiicheadenciuine (bad 
combination). 

II. Rita and I have cup of Nutrix.. 

£320 - I start cutting up lemon peel and aoples vege andl 
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“ggg Ghanging tho so s * 
S&S . Go into cellar for sticks, and then coalhouse, and make 
up fire. Coals 25/8 (with leadi a double nuts - good. 
R compleine of sudden oold perhaps frost. 
taousont fo, Co. Durham) 


9.am. I @leared the table, did the fireside, swent and dusted the 
living room, washed up, mad the beds, and dusted the bedrooms, then 
I swent the yard and washed the steps. 

TO.am. Got reaiy to go to the shops.. 

10.15, Home again, I took off my coat and donned my apron and 
set about preparing dinner,.. I out the meat up and out it into a dish 
to stew, Val ees vegetables and made swect.. 

II.I ebered ts hang out some washing.. 

12.15. Set the table, let the dog in, »ut some coal on the fire 
and took the washing in.. 


(Working-class housewife, Scarborough) 


I felt full of energy on @ bright frosty morning and decided 
to settle the day's meals at once and go out as soon as possible, I 
took the gravy left from yesterday and thought it would make good 
soup. Took out my Glasgow Cookery book and looked up vegetable soup. 
Potato seene@ the obvious variety . I then got out an onion sliced it 
and placed it in a pan with a little dripving. Went out into the garden 
te rub the onion knife in the soil. Took 5 potatoes, pecled them, cut 
them into small pieces, and with the gravy to which 2 pints of water 
had been added, I put them in the pan over a low gas. Covered the pan. 
Wrote in m a beok for the day. Lunch. Soup. Fish. Apole pies. 

At 12,50 I teok the pan of soup off the stove, strained it, 
seasoned it and wondered what had hapoened to the onion. There seemed 
to be no flavour of onion, At 12.855 all ready, I went upstairs, lit 
the drawing room fire, combed my hair and washed my hands. The fire 
aid not go well so I took a sheet of newspaver and blew it UDes End of 
lunch go upstairs for coffee and find the fire still very "cola". 

(Middle-e'ass mother, Yorkshire) 


1I,I5, Remeber I must do some washing. I wash my own underclothes 
and stockings each we k. I do this. Then light drawing room fire.. 


It.45. I am: cold,.. 
(Mi@dle-class mother, London) 
9.23. Observe there is no fire laid. Maid has forgotten it. No 


eoal either, Decide to lay it myself. Get a seuttle of coal and wood 
and tek Ashes still warm, Lay and light the fire, 


oa a 
9.36 study. Fire will not burn. (Unusual; most of my 
| dudes, edb ok 4 ane 3 ~6“Btand a sheet of newspaper in front to create a 


draught. 
3050 I was addressing some envelopes when I noticed the paper | 
light. Grab and " snether it, jyst in time | 
Conti e writing. Fire doesn t seem to burn much, so I ‘ 
another sheet of vaper in front. Write a letter and seal re 
6. Fire blazing now. Remove paper. a 


Sahni out..Ride towards the Beas 
| : (Comserctal 2 


ss ae a his > es ; 
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4t in the windowsill... 


~3. 
9.42. Arrive home from shopvings Se to bathroom where ba 
ie being bathed. Take handful of soan-flakes from bag in one of t 
cupboards, scatter them in hand-basin, turn on hot tap, and whisk up 
the flakes, add cold till the water is Gool enough to be co.ifortable 


for my hands, I drop three combs into this..Then I take a brassiere 
and bounce it up and down in the soanflakes. Squeeze it out and park 


10, I go up to sitting-room, turn on a third of the electric 
heater, and pull an arm-chair round to hide me from the street when 
I am sitting on the sofa. Feed the »aby.. 

10.20. Nurse coues in to fetch the baby. I turn out heater 
and rearrance my dress... 


(Miaddle-class, London) 


9.40 Desvite Valor stove the kitc>enette in which we stand is 
cold, so husband makes more tea.. I shake mats and sweep the living 
room, and don ginsy handkerchief hat rexdy to blacklead the living- 
room stove, an interoven. : 

10.15, Bid stove, swept up droppe’ cigarette ash, laid and lit 
fire, dusted around, and put away some mending I did last night.. 

II. I do more housework, sift ashes on garden and save cinders 
for vath, pull wp some weeds, burn yesterday s accumulation of rubbish 
and burn pulled weeds. Get bucket of water from well and fill scuttle 
from hean of coalite in garden.. 


orking <class, Essex) 


8.45. Finish breakfast. Switch off electric fire : been on one 
unit.. Husband drives off in car. Tidy bathroom. Clean teeth. Put on 
apron. Strip bed in husband's bedroom. Open windows.. © 

9. Discuss food, extra blanket for her bed ete with maid. 

9.30 am. Clean pair own shoes..Dust stairs and \anding. Do 
less to bedrooms, stairs ete Priday morning, extra Thursdays and 
Saturdays, because more shopping Friday. 

1,30 am. Dress for going out.. Leave maid alone to get through 
own work so Long as done rightly when finished. Her Friday morning's 
work t= Dust sitting room and dining room, clean tiled halt fleow and 
red brick steps, dust hall, make own bed, clear away bre:kfast things 
and wash them up. Then start cleaning kitchen, was cleaning stove when 
I went out : have a Number O Domestic Boiler for heating water and | 
kitchen, Electric cooker hired from Cormoration. A gas ring and gas 
clothes boiler in separate wash house (I think more veople wash at 
house in North than S,uth) | 

10.50. Go out. (Detailed description of shopving follows) 

12.45. Arrive home..Put away parcels. Close landing, bathroom 
and box-room windows : bathroom dooe propved open all day with door 
stop, so that radiator in there warms centre of house, otherwise no 
central heating. Take off and put away outdoor clothes. Maid lets dog 
into hall, take him into sitting room with me; maid has lit fire in 
there (firelighters, chips and coal. Firelighters from aan selling 
3/t0 dozen packets, I doz in each packet, chips from Yr little girl 

six bundles. Coal best Holly Lane, local coal, 26/+ half ton, only 
used on sitting room fire.) BB 
(Staffs) 


ehe 


10. Washed out the bath and basin. Then washed the linoleun.. 

10.40. Noticed the crates were very misty so fetched paint from 
the workshop and painted three rarely used grates. Finished tidying 
and dusting rooms and serubbed hands. 

II.0. Prepared potatoes, carrots, celery and peeled apples. Put 
vegetables on o1l-stove to fry, to start a stew. 

11.30. Made t@a for husband, maid and char, and drank it, sitting 
on the kitchen table and listening to husband talking Bbout hens. 

II.40. Made a chocolate cake and put it in electrie oven. Washed 
Gabbage,. Put plates to heat. 

(Housewife, Devonshire) 


After breakfast I washed up, made the bed then got my sitting room 
all ready for ite weekly turn out..fhen prepared the bed-room whilst 
the lady help got on with the fire-place and carrying up of coals.. 
After this I made tea for us both., 
(Housewife, Catford) 


8,55. Finished breakfast, look at barometer on landing which | 
registers 45° F. set fair. Is a bright, cold morning. Waeh up. Then do | 
a few exercises; clean and refill my o11 heater then leave my kitchen 
and go upstairs. 

9.20. Make my bed which I left to air before going down to 
breakfast. Use my carpet sweeper and mop on my bedroom and sitting room 
floors, dust these 2 roome, then stairs. 

10,20. Prepare to go out shopping.. 

Ii.25. Arrive home, prepare and wash greens, other food prepared 
and cooked posse Light O11 Heater in sitting-room, do not have — 
coal fires because [ should find it difficult to carry coal up 5 flighte 
of stairs, and my fireplaces are very small and old-fashioned, would 
not ive out much heat. iron two blouses, then put greens on to boil 
and prepare my mid-day meal, which is my dhe pe, oe meal of the day. 

(Housewife, Bromley) (Widow, retired 
achool-teacher, aged 67) 


9.5. I go upstairs, tidy rooms and make beds. [ don't have time 
to dust upstairs (my usual early duty) on Friday as we have to cet down 
and back to market by I10.50,.House is very large and old-fashioned | 
so my routine is quite different from Gerrards Cross.. : 

9.35. Leave house, with boy in pram.. (account of shopping) 

10.40, Arrived home aptied pren., 

It.30 Arrange flowers in lounce; see to fire which has nearly gonet 
outes 

1.93. Are downstairs waiting for taxi to bring Auntie. OGhildren 
see it first and rush to door to mect her. She is cold, looks tU red, 
but welcomes us all. Children bring her to the warm fire, then upstairs 
and she is shown all round the house. i 

(Lincoln) : 


8.45. Clear the breakfast tabel and wash up.. 


; 


9.10. Sweep the small ag of front pevement from Ba front door 
to “eon scrub it with hot water, dust the door ledge: 

9.20. Sweep and dust the two sitting rooms. ees 
10, Go upstairs and make the beds and then sweep two bedrooms 


te 


; 


-& 


and bathroom and sweep the stairs, 

II, Make a cup of coffee and sit down for five minutes by the 
fire and glance at the paper. . | 

11,5. Dust ‘he bedrooms ani polish thd floors and dust the 
stairs down and polish the hall 

I1.350. Polish the two sitting rooms, 
a IIl,45. Peel the potatoes for dinner and clean the fish and dip 
n flour. 

12, Lay the table for dinner. 

12.5. tubby arrives home, make him a cup of cof 'ee.. 

12.40, Daughter arriv:s NOM@..« 

12.45. All three seated at the Sable for dinner.. : 

1,30, I get up and clear the tale and wash up,while my daughter | 
goes to school, and hubby remained reading by the fire.. He is a : 
postman and this week his duties sre 9 am till 12 and 4 pm till 9 pm. 

(Ramsgate) 


Put on coal (about 310.45 am) and set coal hod down on hearth 
rug. On removing it I surveyed with disfavour a two inch heap of 
coal dust on the rug. Swept wo coal dust, closed stove doors, went in 
next room and washed hands,. 
(Male, Luton) 


Rising at 7.49, stri ping and waking bed as usual, lighting 
dining-room 27m and boiler fires, and gett ing in stock of coal and 
<a then taking up Mies M's breakfast, I had my own and finished 
at G.45- 

Washed up, concurrently bolling uo my porridge for the next 
four a> and nutting it on the coke-boiler to continue boiling.. 

2.5. Made up boiler~fire. Put on saucepans of salted water. 
Did potatoes. 12,20. Lighted gas-oven. Made custard pudding and put it 
in oven.. : 

(Note. Maids and housewives in this district have curious way 
of doing potatoes, They take the votatoes from stock, and veel them 
till a certain saucepan ise full, no matter what size the potatoes may 
be. My method, which I had suvposed to be universal, is to allow sog 
many potatoes for each person, varying the number according to the sige 
of the potatoes, and also according to my knowledge of individual a 
person's tastes. ) 

(Commpanion-help, Parkstone) 


9.50. Just finished breakfast... I put the dishes in a bowl to 
wash, Then made up the sitting-room fire well, so it would last until 
lunch time. I then eleared the plate rack, put ing the articles away, 
afterwards «ashed up the breakfast dishes. | | cae 

I0.f[0. Milkman came. Next I eleaned the Electric Cooker. Then 
cleaned the Shelves in Food Gabinet. I next peeled th» potatoes for 
the evening meal. I then washed Peta’s wollies etc, and hung them out — 

12.45. Went out.. -- ete 
pread, butter, cheese, cakes, tea. Put | 
potato om to ceox, also soue autton 


age 


Kettle boiled, so made tea, took tray to sitting room, set it on 
@ small table, and moved it near to the fire, Removed fire-g uzard.. 
(Mother, Upver Norwood) 


8.am. Finieh breakfast. 
8.30. Glanced at News Chronicle, made beds while B washes dishes, 
turned off electric fire, locked un. B and I set off to catch bus 
(Teacher, Co. Durham) 


[ was not at home but staying in the house of my brother, a 
retired colonel of Sanvers. I mention this because we had our breakfast 
in the kitchen with boiler the only warm place at that time of day. 
Kitchen breakfast would ave been unheard of in such a household when 
we were chi'dren.. After bres:fast I helped my sister-in-law to wash 
uv. (A woman comes in to helyv three times a week, otherwise she does 
all the work herself... 

(Middle-~clase wife, Bognor, aged 44) 


Filled and cleaned (Valor Perfection, large size) oil-stove, and lit 
it. Washed hands as second customer arrived 8.55.. 

Next coal and builder's merchants's salesnaneclerk..Banter of 
superiority of glowing coal-fire to foul oll-stove.. 

Next, gas-fitter (local Gas Co) carrying outfit-bag - evidently on 
his way to a job..Talked of wor: ("Are you engaged in the street | 
lighting extension going on at K--, 2 miles away ?")No, he was nothing © 
to do with that (Leaks, installing gas-stoves etc, at nresent) but the 
job was held up temporarily. A landlord was at loggerheads with ous 
people, ani till that was smoothed over the work couldn't continue. From 
what he'd heard, the landlord's awk ardness was quite justifiable, but 
he din't know the facts first-hand. Only what he 4d been told. Pity if 
they couldn t get on with it now, just when street lighting is wanted, 
i know, esp cially along a dark lane like that. A little cream on his 

1Pece 

Next, a doctor, Spoke (¢NakvieumssexgxGxraud) appreciativeay of 
warmth from o11 stove, critical to temperature maintained in many shops, 
called them nothing but private houses fitted with windows. Ought to be 
epdcially designed for the business done, glad there was a tendency that 
Ways 


(Hairdresser, Stroud) 


10,45. I bruch carvets and clean brasses, wash dishes and make up 
other bed, an’ put avay clothes which had been mangled. II.30. I started 
$o make soup in a pressure cooker, Went down to garden for vegetables 
and remarked to my husband who was working there, that the sun was warn. 
Finishing putting all in pot I damp 114 and set whistle. Serubbed 
downstairs and outside steps (I7 in all) and going upstairs with pail, 
found the vressure rising and the soun nearly ready. Peeled potatoes for 
chips, fat heated ready so put them in, went to living room and dusted, 
set table, dished = soup and knocked on window my husband dinner was 
being put out, gyre him time to wash up, while fish was frying. 

I.10 pm. Still no sign of him, look out again and see hin pumping 
up @ bicycle, knock harder this time and at last he appears all smiles... 
_ (Working-class housewife, Ayrshire) 


Lt 
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ee 
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9.40, I wake up the fire, I register a private curse against 
the care-taker, who always manages to leave the ton of the poker 
black. I get soap and towel to wash my handGee. 

2.20. I renlenish the fire and sweep in the grate, This is 
really the caretaker's work but she usually arrives just when | have 
the children out of the way, and pokes an@ swécps vigorously covering 
me with ashes <- s0 lately I have taken to doing it myself,.. 

(School teacher, female, Monmouthshire) 


8.10 am. I finish my breakfast alone and on leaving table 
discover gmall son Alan in sitting room cleaning wp grate. “Ne says Bas 
hastily, “You do the brushing and I°1l do the digging” so we do the job 
together and I thank him for helvoing. I take him into kitchen to give — 
him Maltogen. Marjorie is now ready for school and we say good-bye at 
the door. I make un kitchen fire so that it won t want attention until 
after dinner. I pack uv and wash breakfast things, using Ringo and hot 
water from ta>. Plates gq in rack, leave rack to drain on board, 

8.35. Wash Alan s face and hands in kitehen; he brushes his 
hair, blows his nose and nuts on his coat.. 8.50. Off to scehool.. 

I0.5. I put on kettle, take off coat and change choes and 
stockings, and do front while kettle is boiling. I make 2 cups of tease. 

10,30, Start housework in earnest - easy today as worked ti | 
till teatime yesterday with electric cleaner, Work consists of tidying | 
and dusting sitting room, getting in coal and laying fire with rolled 
up paper and cinder (no firewood again). : 

It am. I fiddle about a long time in my vedroom, looking at 
myself critically in mirror and deciding [ look like the no-Horlicks 
amd no-Ringo women.. I do children’s washing, while I sing a song, lay 
down mats feeling vleased with my morning s work. 

(Housewife, Cricklewood) 


Breakfast is finished shortly after 9.30. Hely clear away. 
Lay the morning room fire, go out and saw wood ti111 about 190.40 when 
I go in and find my sister has lit the fire (we seldom have it lit as 
early as this).. 
(Farmer s son, Andover) 


8,30 Finished breakfast so cleared table and stacked things 
re dy to be washed up.. 

9.30 Cleaned the poo in the lounge then went back to the 
kitehen to wash up. While 1 was doing this the milkman came. 

10.0. Decided that the morning was too nice to spend in the 


‘flat so went out for a walk... ; 


II.I5. Hurri ed home and found the meat which I had ordered 
and forgotten all about, on the step. I had also forgotten that lunch 
has to be ready at I2.I15. Lit the oven gas and peeled some potatoes 
and did the sprouts and then put meat in the oven. a ace oe 

II.30 Finished doing the lounge, shook the cushions tidied 
the room, emotiee ash trays, shut the windows (It was bie | id in the 
hous$) and 1it the fire and swept the carpet with a carnet sweeper, — 
 DAt gas under the potatoes and laid table in the lounge. Sad 
to dash back to the kitchen in the middle because the potatoes beile® — 
over, then I remebered I had not put ~ salt or lemon juice so I did 
this and had another look to make sure t ~~ a. 
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quickly. Went back to lounge and turned on the wireless to find the 
right time. Finished laying the tabel and returned to kitchen and 
remembered the sprouts, put on some water and as soon as it boiled 

nut the snrouts on. Cleaned un the kitchen and got out cold meet which 
I had made the day before. 

I2.15. Mashed the ntoatoes, turned gas down in the oven and 
put votatoes in dish in the oven, put mea t on a nlate also in the oven 
and then drained svrouts. These I left in a collander in their 
spiitaen et the lid on to drain... Started lunch at 

2.30.. 

I.O. I cleared away, husband voked fire and sat down to read 
while I had coffee... 

1.30. Husband went off and ! returned to the kitchen to wash 
uD. 

(Housewife, Streatham) 


After breakfasting in bed in order to avoid lighting a fire 
I got ur and shaved using hot water kent overnight in a Thermos 
flask. Went downstairs an? had our usual morning Brayers and Bible 
reading with my wife. Got her bicycle ready... After her departure 
I washed up the breakfast things and the supver crockery from the 
night before and cleaned the Boots. Was just setting out for the milk 
when two men arrived with a “otor Lorry to fetch the carpets to be 
beaten and to take a table to be darkened. Helvned these men... then 
cycled to fetch the milk... On returning cleaned up the firenlace from 
the previous day's dust and ashes and laid one ready for lighting when 
next required. A so vacked a basketful of small pieces of coal for 
use in kindling fires... 

(Vicar, Isle of lian ) 


8.35. I finished mg breakfast and then went into the kitchen 
to eat a spoonful of cod liver oil and malt. Finding it cold there I 
retumed with my svoon (the malt was stiff and took some time to eat) 
to the dining room. | 
(Borth Devon, Schoolteacher) 


End of b reakfast in bed af about 9.50.. First job, as usual, 
take bedclothes and synread out by open window, roll up feather bed and 
nut in case. Go into back room, empty slops into vail, light gas fire 
as morning is cold. Go down to bathroom with pail and fetch hot 
water at same time. A» little to do snend five minutes on frictioning 
my head and hari-brushing. Wash, dress, spend three minutés on make-up. 
Dust room and nut bedclothes &way in divan and arrange cover and cush- 
ions. Make out Friday peretne Li Sb. a — 


Finished breakfast 8.15. Sat on reading “Mystery in Q een 
Mary" by Bruce Graeme. It was a cold morning and in my undergroudn 
kitchen, raw. So I had my tabel corner sticking almost over the ~~ 
fender and I sat near one cormar back to window so that I could see 
to read, my wife at the other side of the same corner. The fire, just 
lit, was not adequate, so we had a paraffin stove between us, on the 


hearth. 


(Newsagent, Newcastle-on-Tyne) 
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II.10, Them my brother went to the grocer's and fetched four eggs, 
while I lit the fire and swilled some cups and saucers. | 


(Unemployed, Birmingham) 


I go to the refrigerator to get out some bacon and am clumsy 
enough to drov a dish on the floor and the lid breaks. I sween up the 
pieces, and get on with my lunch rather cast down by the accident. 
Then 1 wash up, and in replacing the ink on the table I Ssplll it - 
cover and white wood table badly stained. This is certainly my unlucky 
day. 1 feel very disgruntled and wonder rather sunerstitiously what 
is to be the third unpleasant event, as I spend valuable minutes 
scrubbing the table and washing the cover.. My good temper reasserts 
itself after a few minutes by the fire with the realisation that it 
is Friday afternoon and soon I shall be free. 

(Schoolmistress, Herts) 


ABout IO o'clock I made beds and tidied up the rooms. Then I 
shook mats and washed kitchen floor and the scullery. I finished | 
housework about [2. I washed and changed and went Gown to the village.. | 
I got home about I o'clock. My mother had the lunch ready, which con - | 
sisted of fried eggs and bacon and coffee, this is the usual Friday's 
lunch in our household as we never have much time to prenare a 
dinner on a Friday as it is rather a busy day. After lunch I cleared 
away the dishes, made uv the kitchen fire.. 

(Cook, staying with varents, Co.Durham) 


We continued working. Presently Mr H. came out of the dark room 
and squatted down by our electric fire to dry off some vrints - his 
own fire having one wrong. “e said "I blame those chestnuts for my 
fire you know.’ (We had been roasting chestnuts on his fire when 
working late). I said "The electrician said it was the element that 
had gone." “Oh, they always blame the eleuwent, or the firmament, or 
the formamint or something" said Mr H, Then he said "Do you know that 
cannibals wont eat women because they're too salty ?" 

(Girl office-worker, Livervool) . 


7.50. Arrived home from night shift. The first thing I noticed 
wasm smoke rising from the back garden. The back door was wide open 
also the door into the living room. Inside the house, the fireplace 
and my wife were in a bit of a mess. 1 saw at once what was happening. 
For the past few days smoke had been puffing back into the room from 
the fire. My wife had decided to nut a stop to km it. She had pushed 
lighted paper up the chimney and burnt them soot down. [This is the 
builders’ instructions as there is a fault in the construction). 5 e 
soon had the place tidy again and proceeded with hernormal work. 

I0.I0. I went uv to have my bath , to my dismay I found the 
geyser and the bath tap both trickling cold water. I felt the water 
and found it only just warm. I put on the geyser at full and undressed 
slowly. Wen I got into the bath it was only just lukewarm. 4 

W’rking-class, Southampton) 


9.am. Finish breakfast. Husband has gone out to work. 9.I1.Put — 
on kettle for washing up. 9-35. pa i list, groceryam ordel 
and order for greengrocer, who calis at aoor.. 4 

9.15. fur one kettle, clear away table and wash up. 


A 


; ! 

9.45. Still washing up.(Bxtra large batch left from yesterday.) 
Show woman who works for as a <a ~ Sag I have bought as a Xmas 
oresent for a little girl I know. Fanish washing up. 
10,35. Carry in tea tray into ceecaaceeie, for self and woman 
hel er. Make = additions to grocery 1iste 

10.50. Go out choppinage. tI.40 Arrive baek home. 

11.45. Prepare greene and potatoes for dinner. 

[2.0, Put notatoes on to cook. 12.5, Unpack shopping. 

12.19, Pay woman helver 2/6 for morning 6 work. ‘usband comes 
in. Put on greens and silk pudding. 

12.15, Grill steak, Ceede Why tabla, 

12.45. “ave dinner. I.I0. Finish dinner. 

(Lower iddl@-clase housewife, Norbury) 


. ma gr "7 org AY yay scrub my hands, A,as, the water issuing 
ron 2 fo 18 quite sold. 


("lderly effiece worker, Cheshire) 


9.5. Finished breakfast. ¥ont into seullery, glanced round 
intending to take in details of "left-overs” end what was needed for 
the week-end, Decided to wash and drees before actually doing _—— 
(Had got uv late and was still in ovjanas and aveusine evor 
last, a Sark fairly customary early noming attire ).. Leleurely dressed . 
in front of the -as fire. 

(Housewife, Cricklewood) 


10,0 Arrive ast surgery. One packet contains pilot jet for a 
geyeer ordered three dsys before. Much time saved oy going direct to 
makers instead of asking gar company to fit it (they had no jete in 
stock anyway). 

(Dentist, London) 


At Bi 8.15 I hurried into the kitchen to wash and then went 
upstairs to finish dressing. I put on my collar and tie and thon cane 
downstairs aghin to tidy ay hair. It was so cold that the "3rylereen" 
had almost solidified, 

_(Sehoolboy, =righton) 


I note with some disamay that the fire in the office is not even 
laid and wonder whether it is out of order; it is one of the gas Pi 
coke affairs, very good. I might add now, that later on, during one 
of the numerous waits in our »roceedings, Mr FE. casually goes out of 
the room, comes back with a shoot full of coke, lights the gas and 
pours on the coke and "Talos a good glow, 

tyoe witens Twickenham) 


addition to these extracts, there are 9 war 
who _gouplatno 3015 and drag bts fa Siete Fe tkiese 


Fecora §1%' ting svar the fire Lz er aay before Zot 
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STOP PRESS. LATE REPORTS. 


43. She said her employer was kind, gave her 5/- at 
Christmas time, and little presents, but that she worked in a | 
cold room, the fire was turned off as soon as the room was “*heated*- 
and then got eold again, sometimes she filed tn a room so cold 
that the office bpy cot her a box and they ‘illed it with 
nevapaner for her to stand ine. 

(Typist, London) 


A‘, Having cleared away breakfast things and washed up ; 
hastily, I rush upstairs to iske beds and tidy bedrooms cenerally. 
The rush is because the workmen, employed by the couneil to 
redecorate all houses on their sites, may be in at any moment. I 
oan t describe the awful muddle we are in and have been in for 
the last fortnicht.. 

10,30 ,. Think, I'11 do a bit of washing its such a lovely 
drying wind, Rush and get 2 conver full in and boiling by. 

{I,30. Try to light fire in living room, seems a job not 
much wood, Close it uy and hove for the »est. veel cold = make & 
Qu» of cocoa, stand by gas cop~-er to drink it. Look in deepair at 
scullery -<- no curtains up + everywhere a moss of green 
di steamer. « 

I2, Start to take up washing. Decorator loudly asks if 
I'm trying a gas at‘ack. He's painting dado in bathroom (off the 
soullery) and is getting all the steam : I apologize humbly and 
shut him in and open seullery window. Mangle washing and hang oute 
12.30, Suddenly realise the time and do eno <h potatees 
for Jim and self and pon them on the gas. Thank g6odness there s 
something tinned in the larder. Fraid will not have a pudding today. 
Wake tea and give workman one. Se complains of the @ 14. Poor chap, 
I exvect he does feel it as he had a very serious internal 
Operation not so long 42%e6 

(Housewife, Council House, Keston, Kent) 
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MINES DEPARTMENT 


conomise 
in fuel 


Please read this leaflet carefully. It has: been: pre- 
pared for you by the Government in co-operation with 
the industries concerned. 


The Government calls upon you to exercise the most. 
rigid economy in all kinds of fuel. The urgent and 
increasing Oh Bees of our vital munitions and 
other essential industries make it a national duty to 
save coal, cohe, gas, electricity, fuel oil and paraffin 
‘in all households, shops, offices and factories. Econo- 
mies in millions of these and other premises. through- 
out the country will together make a most important 
contribution to, war production. 


Remember that you will defeat your own allen at 
economy if you sale: the mistake of using: a little 
more of one fuel because you are using a little less of 
another. Pledge yourself from now on to economise 
in all fuels—even to the point of inconvenience. — 


Avoid having more than one fire burning at a time 
and that one only when it is really cold. Even a small 
fire (coal, gas or * oleccdi will need more fuel in one 
hour than is sufficient in the great majority of houses 
to meet all the requirements of Neve and a wire- 
less set for twenty-four hours. 


sy Wek ini oh Mle Tey ees ths tens oh st . 
radiators, and, in the case of electricity, it is very 


important to curtail the use of current between 8 a.m. 
and 1 pm. on all weekdays, especially when the 
weather is cold or foggy; hot baths should be taken 
at night and not in the morning. 


If possible share your cooker with your neighbour or 
neighbours. Gas or electricity can be saved and 
rations made to go farther if families arrange to club 
together for the cooking of the main meal. Why not 
talk over this modified form of community feeding 
with your neighbours ? 


There is no need to do without your wireless set or 
sit in gloom, but lighting should not be used un- 
necessarily. Make sure no light is left on that is not 
absolutely essential. 


These are only a few of the ways in which you can 
render valuable help to the factories engaged on vital 
war-work. Keep these simple rules : 


Have a fire in only one Never keep a gas or electric 
room | fire on in an empty room. 


Use less hot water for baths 
and washing-up Go easy with the poner 


—-. = ee 


Never leave lights burning | Never use your oven for a 
in an empty room | single’’ dish 


Sift and use all cinders Do not “force” the boiler 
Never wash uriderarunning | Do not use paraffin waste- 
tap fully 


Further advice and leaflets telling you of more ways in | 
which you can economise are obtainable from Gas and © 
Electricity Showrooms and from your Coal Merchant. 


Save fuel 
for the factories 


Au fuels qre equally important : 
COAL - COKE + GAS - ELECTRIGITY + FUEL OIL - » PARAFFIN 


Wt.31651/ ati 10/41, T63-2073. OP. Lea. 8,000M 
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‘DAILY EXPRESS. pele 
News item 


‘Rationing. 7ei1.99 


COAL MUDDLE, TOO 


Many peopie are complaining that local tuel overseers 
are not carrying out the intentions of Mr. Geoffrey Lloya, 
Minister of Mines, ih ene rationing of coal. Mr, Lloyd sdd 
n Pariiamenit: 


"In dilmess, or in reception areas where where are 
more people in a house than usual, or even where consumrs 
have veen very economical - ior all tuese reasons they can approach 
vhe fuel overseer for a ration mure than they are allowea." 

but a suburban householde: wno asxed ior an increased 
ration on tne ground that he had # ei most economical last year 
had this replyf rom his fuel overseers: "I have received no 
instructions from the Mines Dept. that economy is ground for 
considering an increased ration. Moreover, in my opinion 
the whole brinciple of rationing would collapse if this were 
sO, as every consumer would be able to use these grounds of apped ." 
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TELEGRAMS: ( H | | E ‘ EK Rs S TELEPHONE: 


“WHITELEY,LONOON” ,, ee ee BAYSWATER 1234 


She Modern Universal Providers” 
‘-LONDON-W:2: 

When replying please quote :-— 

September, 1959. 


FUEL RATIONING ORDER. 


In order to ensure continuity of your 
supplies of fuel, we enclose an official 
form of registration, which kindly complete 
and return to us as soon as possible, so 
that we may place you on the above register. 


In the event of your being in a Borough 
or Council other than that to which the form 
applies, will you be good enough to obtain 
the correct form from your local Town Hall. 


After October lst it will be necessary 
for all coal orders to be given in writing. 


WILLIAM WHITELEY LTD., 


Assessment No. 


Metropolitan Water Board. LY 2) | 


conics 
Notice of Water Rate. 


Io Mr V4 
C2 fa 


COMPTROLLER’S DEPARTMENT. 


NOTICE is hereby given that the Water Rate 
on the above-named premises for the Two Quarters 
to 3ist March, 1940, is as follows :— 


‘ oo 
hy . 5?% per annum on Net Annual Value, & A 6 NN ss 


‘ | 


goer Charges : or 
} 


PAYMENT SHOULD BE MADE AS DIRECTED. ¢ 
THE COLLECTOR WILL NOT CALL. 
aaa 


Any person using the supply for garden purposes by means of any outside 
tap, or any hose, tube, pipe, sprinkler, or like apparatus, or for other non-domestic 
' purposes, without the consent of the Board, is liable to penalties. 
3 THE SCALE CHARGE FOR GARDEN WATERING DOES NOT INCLUDE THE USE OF A 
FIXED OR ROTARY SPRINKLER, THE MINIMUM CHARGE FOR EACH SUCH APPARATU 
BEING £3 PER SEASON. , 


NOTICE OF A CONSUMER’S INTENTION TO DISCONTINUE A GARDEN SUPPLY MUST BE. 
GIVEN IN WRITING BEFORE THE COMMENCEMENT OF A SEASON—-viz., 1st APRIL. 


Payment should be made to the 
MI.W.B., 


414, Harrow Road, W.9. 


Office Hours—9.30 to 4. (Saturdays, 9.30 to 12.) 
To which address remittances may be forwarded. 


(Telephone No. : ABERCORN 1286.) 


Remittances may also be sent to the Treasurer, M.W.B., 173, Rosebery 
Avenue, E.C.1, or payment may be made there between 9.30 and 4 
(Saturdays, 9.30 and 12). 

Cheques and Post Office Orders should be made payable to the 
Metropolitan Water Board, crossed ‘‘ a/c Payee.” 

An Official Receipt is issued, and no other will be recognised. 

This Notice should be produced at the time of payment or inquiry, or sent with 
any remittance, and will be returned. 


(P.T.O. 


By the Metropolitan Water Board (Charges) Act, 1921, which came into force on the 
ist April, 1922, the Board are required to make such charges, within prescribed limits, a3 
will meet their estimated expenditure upon Revenue Account. Under Section 7, the Domestic 
Rate for the year ending 3lst March, 1940, has been fixed by the Board at the rate per cent. 
shown on the face of this notice. Minimum charge, 2s. 6d. per —— 


Section 71 of the Waterworks Clauses Att. 1847. provides as follows mk 


‘* The occupier of any dwelling house or part of a dwelling house liable 
to the payment of any water rate, who shall give notice of his intention to 
discontinue the use. of the water supplied by the Undertakers, or who shall 
remove from his dwelling between any two quarterly days of payment, shall 
pay the water rate in respect of such dwelling house or part of a dweiling 
house for the quarter ending on the quarterly day of payment next after his 
quitting the same or giving such notice.’’ 


All notices istidies this eéctibd must be IN WRITING. 


Attention is‘drawn to the Byelaws iahe under the Metropolitan Water Board Act, 1932, 
for the purpose of preventing the waste, undue consumption, misuse or contamination. of water. 
The Byelaws also tequire that all taps, cocks, ferrules, valves, flushing cisterns, flushing apparatus 
or other similar fittings or apparatus shall, before 5 fixed, be tested and stamped by the 
Beard at their testing station at Hardwick Street, E.C.1 


The Statutes provide that no alteration shall be made in any service: pipeor apparatus 
connected therewith without the consent of the Board. Notice should be addressed to the 
Distribution Engineer, Metropolitan Water Board, 173. Rosebery Avenue, E.C.1. | 


The Board have authorised their servants to undertake REWASHERING of’ (i) draw-off 
taps, (ii) ball valves in storage cisterns, in cases where waste of water is occasioned, and which 
do not entail considerable loss of time; or present undue difficulties: The carrying out of this 
work is upon condition that the Board accept no legal liability and that the legal obligation 
of the consumer to repaif fittings, and. prevent waste, continues. No fees will be charged and 
persons are cautioned against offering gratuities to the Board’s servants. Request for rewashering 
should be addy essed to the Distribution Engineer, eereiccnans Water Board, 173, specie 
Avenue, E.C.1 (Telephone No, : Terminus 53Uv). : 


Complaints as to Quality of Water. or Failure of Supply sliouid be addressed to the 
Distribution Engineer, Metropolitan Water Board, 1743, Rosebery Avenue, E.C.1. 


Notice of intended REMOVAL or request tor DISCONTINUANCE OF SUPPLY should 
be addressed to the Treasurer to the Boar , 173, Rosebery Avenue, E.C.1. 


Inquiries with reterence to Assessments and Charges (domestic and non-domestic) should 
be addressed to the Assessment Officer. 


Appeals against charges should be addressed:to the Clerk,o: the. Board. 


Communications should be addressed to 173, Rosebery Avenue, E.O.1. 


Waste and extravagant use of water have the direct and immediate 
effect of increasing the expenditure of the Board; thus by avoiding waste and 
exercising reasonable care the public’ éan ‘assist in ‘keeping down the charges. 


Oe. 6c BEY we ae go 


“WHITELEY. LONDON” wr we eee ee BAYSWATER 1234. 


‘The Modern Universal Providers” 
*‘LONDON:-W:2: 
When replying please quote -— Coal Dept. November 30th, 1939. 


% 


7. 


Quantities of Fuel supplied 1936/1938. 


1936. 3 tons 10 cwts 
1937. 3 tonse 
1938. 5 tons e 


SEDO SOSEBOSE EDAD O ES 7 


Tom Harrison, Esq. 
32, Ladbroke Road. 
Beile 


Form FLO/5. 
THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF KENSINGTON. 


FUEL AND LIGHTING ORDER, 1939. 
Article 3 (8). 


Notification of Registration of Consumers by a Licensed Merchant. 


TO Tom Harrison; Esq. 
32, Ladbroke Road. 
Well. 


With reference to your application for registration of the above-mentioned premises, and 
in accordance with the provisions of the above Order, I hereby inform you that the quantity 


of coal (and coke) acquired by you for consumption in those premises during each quarter 
of the year ended 30th June, 1939, was as shown hereunder. 


(Address of Coal Merchant) cy 
Ly 


Date....... NE Lip Lh ae KS... 
Year ended 30th June, 1939. 

Quarter ended Coal and/or Coke acquired. 

Tons. Cwts. 
30th September, 1938 isk eae 4 
3lst December, 1938 ie bic one ~ ~ 
3lst March, 1939 : i bee ~ a 
30th June, 1939 ... ' - “ 

NOTES. 


1. If a consumer considers any entry above to be incorrect, he may within 14 days of the 


date of this notice, appeal to the Local Fuel Overseer for the district or to the Divisional Coa] 
Officer. 


2. A consumer will be permitted to acquire the specified percentage of the quantities 
shown above during the corresponding quarter of the year ended 30th June, 1939. The 
permitted ration will not, however, be less than 2 tons of coal and/or coke in any year. 


3. A consumer may appeal to the Local Fuel Overseer, Town Hall, Kensington, W.8, at 
any time if he considers the permitted ration insufficient. 


TS. 60m, 9/39 


The Royal Borough of Kensington. 


FORM FLO/3 


FUEL AND LIGHTING ORDER, 1939. 
Article 3 (2) and (3). 


Application for Registration of Controlled Premises with a Licensed 
Coal Merchant. 


Form FLOJ6 should also be used if registration is required with companies, etc., producing coke. 


Before completing this form, the notes overleaf should be carefully read. 
To 


(Name and address of Coal Merchant, dealer, etc.) 


I in canes cd pecidete be “ike ii alisd ie iste geabhandtiuiun duce tekdeinc eu vame duu wean Ws 


declare that I wish to obtain from you supplies of coal (and coke) for consumption on 


those premises, and I hereby request you to register those premises in accordance with 
the provisions of the above Order. 


I propose to register these premises al$O With. .....0scccvcecscevceevevens svcceeensveeverseses ee 


jth ddd a tdid aie cbedbddias « demecdindeaiete sessseeeseseeeeedh Lespect of the supply of coke. 
(See note 6 overleaf.) 


During the year ended 30th June, 1939, I did not acquire, save as shown below, any 
coal and/or coke for consumption on those premises except from you. 


Quantities of Coal or Coke obtained from other Suppliers. 


Amounts obtained in each Quarter of the year Name and Address 


ended 30th June, 1939. of Ocker Sipelies 


Quarter ended Quantity 
Tons Cwts 


30th September, 1938 

31st December, 1938 ‘i 
3ist March, 1939 ... or 
50th Fane 1990 eo wwe 


Signature of Applicant...... ia ce sted «:euclitcgslauon Laake cop lenctale oa handball 


NOTES. 


1. Except as indicated below (paragraph 3) the occupier of controlled premises must 
register with a licensed coal merchant. — 


2. Controlled premises are domestic premises (including offices, hospitals, institutions, 
clubs and the like), and also industrial premises which during the year ended June 30th, 1939, 
consumed not more than 100 tons of coal, gas and electricity, the gas and electricity being 
calculated in terms of their coal equivalent. (For this purpose, 1 ton of coal or coke equals 
100 therms or 20,000 cubic feet of gas or 1,400 Board of Trade units of electricity.) 


3. Consumers who obtained not more than 2 tons of coal and/or coke in the year ended June 
30th, 1939, and who normally took not more than 1 cwt. at a time, are not required to register, 
and should apply to the Local Fuel Overseer, TOWN HALL, KENSINGTON, W.8. for 
a Certificate of Exemption on Form FLO/7. 


4. Aconsumer who obtained supplies of coal and/or coke from more than one coal merchant 
or dealer during the year ended 30th June, 1939, must henceforth obtain the whole of his supplies 
from one merchant only, except as indicated in paragraph 6 below. 


5. A consumer is free to select the merchant, etc., from whom he desires to obtain supplies 
of coal and/or coke. 


A consumer may change his supplier as from the Ist July in any year upon giving requisite 
notice to the supplier concerned and the Local Fuel Overseer or at any other time during the 
year with the consent of the Local Fuel Overseer. 


6. A consumer who obtained supplies of coal from one or more merchants in the year ended 
30th June, 1939, and supplies of coke from a producer of coke (e.g., a gas company) may register 
with one merchant only for supplies of coal and with the producer of coke for supplies of coke. 
In that case he will be entitled to separate rations for coal and coke, if he gives to the Local Fuel 
Overseer notice of his intention on Form FLO/6. 


140, NOTTING HILL GATE, 


J. V. S$. TUCKER 


Yo ur Ref A Rost | ° - 


LAL At) Ji} 


Mrs, B, Clayton, 


252/ 82 
/ 82, Ladbroke Road, | 


W. ll. 


Dear Sir or Madan, 

3 In accordance with the provisions of the 
Agreement between us for the supply of Electricity to your 
premises and for the purpose of bringing into effect the 
increase of Ordinary or "Flat Rate” charges announced in 
the press and in the notice accompanying this letter, we 
hereby give you notice terminating the said Agreement 
on the 


The Company will continue supply to your 
premises after such termination at the current es 


of charge for the time being. In your ease the increase 


of charges referred to above will operate from the date of a 


the final reading of your meter for the ;yJRTH QUARTER 1 


FELEPHONE 


PARK 6691. 


en 
Wa co 
Srnec 
wa 


140, NOTTING HILL GATE, 


‘J. V. S. TUCKER 


WI. 


Your Ref. a ee 


Our Ref_ 


3UNOV, 1939 


Dear Sir or hadam, 


I enclose herewith a notice of increase in 
charges to be made for electricity supply to take effect as 
indicated therein. 


several adjoining Electricity Supply Authorities 
were compelled during recent years to raise their charges 
owing to increased costs, whereas since 1936 this Company has 
reduced prices and revised tariffs from time to time in spite 
ot greater expenditure. | 


The Company made reductions knowing that it 
entailed the sacrifice of any dividend to the Ordinary 
Shareholéers, until the es of business compensated for 
reduced charges, unfortunatgly the evacuation of consumers 
from the district coupled with a further inorease in expend- 
iture necesuitate an increase in charges which nullifies the 
reducticns already made. The offect of the abnormal 
conditions during the last half of the curgent year is so 
severe that the Company will not be able to earn all the 


interest, Sinking Fund and other fixed charges for the year. 
It is with the greatest regret that the 


Directors in these circumstances have becn compelled ta 
intimate an increase in the charges for electricity. 


Yours faithfully, 
mo V. Ss, TUCKER. 
SECRETARY. 


THE NOTTING HILL ELECTRIC LIGHTING COMPANY LIMITED 


OTICE TO CONS 


LECTRICITY CHARGES 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the charges for electrical 
energy supplied by the above-named Company will be increased 
in the case of electricity supplied at the Ordinary or 
"Flat Rate® Tariff to . 6a 


per 
unit and in the case of electricity supplied under the Company's 


All-In Two Part Tariff to the amounts which will be notified in 


writing to the respective consumers. 


The increases will take effect (except in the case of supply 
under special contracts) as from the date of the reading of the 
meter next after 9th December, 1959. Where necessary, notice 
to determine contracts for supply at the existing rates is being 


given. 


ORDER OF THE BOARD 
J.V.8. TUCKER. 


Secretary. 


: eceecc ce FUNG o3¢9 


News Chronicle 11/10/39 
Page 1 


Headline: "FUEL RATIONED 
COLLIERIES IDLE: 
M.P.8 ANGRY 


By the Parliamentary Correspondent" 


(Extract) 
" *ZLittle Hitlers’ 


An equally strong line was taken by CVol.Baldwin-Webb 
(Con., The Wrekin), who warned the Government that the 
country was very dissatisfied with the restriction. Action 
should be taken at once to end this ‘bureaucratic ramp’. 

The matter was raised by Mr. Batey (Lab., Spennymoor), 
who said that in Durham 14 of the biggest collieries were 
standing idle while householders, with the winter coming on, 
were calling out for coal. 

'In this war against Hitler', he protested, ‘we are 
setting up little Hitlers who are making things as difficult 
as possible for the people of this country.' 


Kknough But Not Too Much 


Replying, Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd (Secretary for Mines} 
defended the ration mainly on the ground that there was not 
sufficient coai production - even with the increase now 
being planned - to meet essential war requirements without 
cutting down domestic use, 3 

'IT cannot honestly stand at this box,!' he said 
emphatically ‘and tell the House that we can meet all the 
demands we ought 6 meet - Xkexdema general industry, munitions 
and exports - and still have s surplus over to do what we / 
like with. q 

‘We shall be able to meet our essential requirements 
but shall have to cut down on tlhe luxury consumption of 
coas in domestic use.'" 


Daily Mirror 16/10/39 
Page 16 : 


Notice issued by SusxLightxundxEpkexEnyxaiey 
the London Gas Companies 


(Extract ) 


"Evacuation has meant a substantial loss of revenue 
from gas appliances as well as from sales of gas itself. ~ 


All these things will pass, with the war that has 
caused them, The problem is temporary; the essential health 
and soundness of the industry are untouched: indeed the war's 
reminder of the absolute necessity to the nationa life of 
gas and its by-products will strengthen the industry's 


position once peace has returned. 


But now the emergency is here. The Companies must 
find the means to face it white it lasts, and find them 


quickly." 


Evening Standard 20/10/39 
Page 6 


"FORMS MUDDLE UPSETS ELECTRICITY RATIONING 
Scheme Should Have DSegun a Fortnight Ago 
Have you read yurmeter yet? 


Evening Standard Reporter 


The electricity rationing scheme which should have 
come into operation on October 5, has been held up for lack 
of official forms. 

Householders in most parts of London have not 
yet received the forms telling how much electricity they 
used this quarter last year, on the basis of which they 
are to be rationed, 

In many cases the electricity undertakings who have to 
send zm the form out did not themselves receive them from the 
Stationery Office until this week. | 

This hitch is throwing the scheme out of gear. For 
the onus of keeping within the rations laid down is on the 
consumer, and he cannot bee xpected to conform to the 
prescribed limits until he knows what they are. 

Some leaders in the electrical industry believe 
that it will now prove impracticable to enforce the rationing 
scheme with any stfyictness this quarter, 

By the time the consumers get the notices telling 
them what to do nearly a month of the quarter will have gone. 


TT, 


~ a 


Evening Standard 3/11/39 
(Hate Night Final) rv 


Page 2 


Clumn headed: 
"COAL: THINGS TEE MINISTER HAS FORGOTTEN" 


Colonel W. A. Bristow managing director of Low Temperature 
Carbonisation, Ltd. quoted: 


" The weatler.has taken a vital part in this affair .. 
and of course the Minister of Mines has overlooked that 
factor. Last year the winter began in December. This year, 
it began xmxPasembexxyxxthisxysuxs in September, 


People are staying by their firesides instead of 


going out in the black-out. They need twice as much 
fuel as a year ago, not 75 per cent of what they used then. 


In drawing up their plans the Government never 
consulted us who have had years of experience in the fuel 
industry." 


leg 


| ET 
Se 


Daily Express 
Page 1 


Yncrease in gas prices - news item 


(extract) 


"HOW THEY JUMP 


These are the companies and the rpices their customers 
will have to pay:- 

Gas Light and Coke Yomoany, 12.25d a therm, 

south Metropolitan, 12,25d,. a themn; 

Commercial Gas Vompay, 12.50d. a therm; 

South Buburban, 12.90d. a therm; 

Tottenham and District, 12.10d a therm; 

Wandswprth Vompany, 11.5d a therm. 


This is the summary of Sir David's explanation: - 


'We began to feek the effect of war preparations months 
ago, but the real difficulty began when evacuation started 
a few days before war broke out. It seems probably that between 
three-quarters of a million and a million individuals have 
transferred elsewhere their requirements of cooked food, hot 
water, warmth and light. 


I 


° 


| 4711/39 | 
People's Friend ray 


Page 492 


"Coal Economy 


You can be warm in the coldest weather without using 
up your coal ration too fast. Here are some tips to help you, 

At the bottom of each grate have a fixed a perforated 
thin iron plate. If the chimney draws well, two or three holes 
will be enough. The plage radiates heat, burns the coal 
thproughly and consumes all dust. And the cost is negligible. 

To make bright, hot fires without smoke or soot, and to 
slow down the burming rate of coal, put into 4 wateringscan 
a large table spoon full of salt, half a pound of washing soda and 
a pint of water. Sprinkle this over a hundredweight of coal. 

Buy a packet of fire-clay from an oil man, mix it to a 
stiff paste with warter, and form into balls about the size of 
an orance. Drey these in & warm oven. Placed on the fire they 
quickly become red-hot and give out a good heat. And they last 
for ages. 

Soak a brick for several hours in parafinn oil, et in in 
the fireplace and light it. No wood or paper is required, and 
very little coal throughout the day. -+he only snag is that 
paraffin may be scarce and expensive later on, but the brick 
doesn't demand a great deal, considering the return it gives in 
heat. 

Another splendid fire ball is made by moistening some saw- 
dust with a little paraffin. Mix it with coal dust and shape 
into balls. These will keep a fire going for hours, 

Make the most of your coal by refusing to throw anything 
away. When you do out a grate, riddle the cinders and use them for 
te lor the fire. Mix the ashes with a little coal dust, add salt 
and water, and this mixture will be admirable for naking up the 
fire." 
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lews, November 13, 1941. 


| Official reply towards Press criticism that "economise 
in fuel" literature delivered to British households is waste of 
paper, is that by making every effort to ensure success of the 
present drfve a saving in paper ig certain. If compulsion became 
necessary, the amount of paper used on official forms would be 
many times greater than at the moment being distributed by the 
Ministry of Mines and the fuel industry organisations. 

There are two leaflets now bieng distributed. ‘the first 
is the Ministry of Mines’ pamphlet on fuel economy, and the second 
is a form which householders are asked to sign, pledging to save 
as much light and heat as possible. It is this second form which 
has been subjected to so much criticism. Hannen Swaffer, for etam- 
ple, in the De Herald, pointed out that the scheme means 
Least 9,000,000 leaflets to deliver, that number of forms to fill 


up and post back With a 1d. stamp on each, that number of envel- 
fold up and open again, and 9,00U,000 signed torms 


opes to buy, 
to throw os 
Ss pledge form is nothing to do with the Ministry of 
Mines. it is an idea which has been adopted by the fuel industry. 
There is a publicity committee upon which are represen- 
tatives of all the fuel industry. This committee meets represen- 
tatives of the Ministry of Mines. The idea of using this pledge 
form in conjunction with the Ministry's leaflet was first raised 
at a meeting of this committee. The committee accepted the idea. 
According to information received by World's Press News 
the aim behind the pledge form was to get a true piéture of the 
public's reception to the fuel economy campaign which was launched 
recently. As an official pointed out, the number of forms returned 


signed, will give the Government an indication of how successful vol 


untary economy Will be. This will help the Government to determine 
whether or not compulsory fuel economy will be necessary. 

"If compulsory fuel economy is taken up, then there will 
be an enormous amount of paper used for official forms", said a 
fuel industry spokesman, "I know we have been criticised for so- 
called wasting of paper, but if by our scheme we can persuade the 
majority of consumers to pledge themselves to rigorous economy, 
then we shell have saveé all the work and consumption of paper 
needed to inaugurate a compulsory measure." 

That is the official answer to the criticism. Distri- 


bution of both the Ministry of Mines' leaflet and the fuel industry 


ledge form is being undertakne by the British Commercial Gas 
Eenesietion and the Electrical Development Association. The num- 
per of leaflets is something under 9,000,000. The pledge form 
has been kept anne 45 it measures three inches by two inches. 
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Beis Have you sé6éen the new leaflet on Suel economy the 


“Ministry of “ines is sending to all hourceholders ? 
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b. What G€o0 you think of it ? 
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TOWN HALL SAYS‘LUCKY RATES ARE NOT MORE’ 


'D 


Evening 


: ‘Standard Reporter | 
EMANDS for pehasee are being made by ratepayers in a 
number of London boroughs on the ground that they should 


: not be charged with street lighting in these days of black out. 


| Ilford is one of the boroughs 

‘where complaints have been 

made. 

Final demand notices are now belay 
~peceived there for rates “which include 
5 3-10d. in the £ for street lighting. 

| . I was told at the Town Hall: “Instead of 

Siadimning ratepayers should think them- 

Selves lucky they have not to pay a 

supplementary rate. 


“The rates were fixed last March on the 
basis of the estimated expenditure for the 
year, and that is why 

a ti ing is still included. 


~ “Or course we are at menting. a 
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e cost of. ‘street 


In ,the first week of war we spent cece 

on the wages of A.R.P. workers. 

. Expenditure in the borough has been all | 
topsy-turvy since the war. 


INCREASE NEXT TIME 


“The cost of maternity and child welfare 
has dropped considerably on account of @ 
evacuation, and no money is now being @ 
spent on housing ; but the greatly in : 
cost of A.R.P. has more than counter-— 
‘balanced these reductions. - 

“It has not been possible yet to work 
out the borough’s war time get ing 
detail and so the Council decided to con- 
tinue the collection of rates on the pre: : 

“When the new rate is fixed next mont : 
there is boynd to be an increase--Put 3 | 
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Holloway Road 


PJ 1.5.42 


Impracticable on the whole and that it is doomed 

a. + suppose it will 

b. L shall be colder and less tea drinking 

its inadequate 

Resounding appeals to demonstrate why it is necessary to economise 
fuel 

More careful all round. 
‘ore communal living 
Yess 


Holloway Road o PJ 165042 


1. + think if they try to go through with it they will end up in a 
hopeless mess. There will have to be coal rationting. 
Ze ae Yes q 
be Ill feel colder and eat cold food 
Se itll help but it wont solve. the problem 
4, If its so very essentisl to have coal 1 suggest a. relaase as many 
miners as possible and be pay them a much higher rate of pay to give 
them pkgater incentive andc. that the money they earn in over time 
should not be liable to taxation. 
5 Communal feeding could be develpped much more. Publicity campaigns to 
get people into the open air to get people awgy from the stuffiness of 
thexexenwiranmenkx worksfiops and factories and so light and heat can 
be savede 
6. Visit seach others homes more. 
Te YESe 
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‘Holloway Road M PJ 1.5.42 


I dont see how it would work 

ae Yes 

be Less fire 

It might help 

By advertisemehts. A special campaign 

We could voluntarily ration ourselves to less Light and coal 

Communal feeding in flats 

Yes, 1 wouldnt mind, but I live in a semi detached house and it would 
not be so e6asye 
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1. 4+ dont Like it 

Z2eGe “OS 
be Shant get so much fire , : 

3. This situation should never: have taken place, but + suppose its 
fairer 

4. Get out posters of people in hospitals and appeal to peoples 
sympathies suggesting that these people need most heat and light 

5- + dont suppose it will affect me much as 1 am a man 

6% There will have to be mobe community living. 

7. Yés | 


«<—— 
Fuel M PJ 1.5.42 a 
Indirect 


Pca scheme if they do it as they said they would will hit: the 

- people who are not the real culprits. The working people have 
already cut down. Their consumption of feel is conditioned by their 
income. You dont find many of the working class have more than one 
fire in their house. And these days when everyone is working a twelve Xamu: 
day they dont spend much time in the house when they can use light 
and co@a. When they ARE at home they have a right to a bit of comfort. 
They could cut down light in logal government, forlone thinge They could 
do this by altering the switches so that only one light operates from 
oné switch and so cut down the actual lighting. 


‘ . 


Fuel | . f 
Indirect M ) PJ 1.5.42 ie 


35 ;  @ 
C Be 


AI dont think, myself, that they will be able to use the present 
rationing scheme. + think they ought to try to cut down extravagance in 
large buildings to begin withe Then they ought to start a fuel saving 
u: campaign. it will prbably make fifty per cent difference. On the whole 
the poorer people have cut down as much as possible because coal is 
so expensive nowe You wont find many of them living in more than one roome 
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PJ 1-25-42 | 
60 a 
Indirect D / 


| 


No one seems to have thought of this idea. I would suggest that 
they go by the quarterly accoun nd the number of rooms in the 
house. Suppose 1 used 80 units last quarter then they would decide 
to cut me down to 50 units this quarter and if I went over that 
amount I should be fined. A small fine for the first offence and 
heavier penalties each time. You could cut down some of the 
lighting straight away by fixing lower wattage lamps in halls 
and bathroom and bedrooms. 
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Fuel PJ 16564 


Indirect 


9 Bx 


I dont think its fair to ration people the way they suggest. If they 
go on the amount you used last quarter, then the rich people will have 
more to burn than the poor people because they always use more. Then 
old people like me are often ill and cant go without fire. How 

would you like to lie in bed without any light or fire at my age? 
They say we canm use our clothes coupons for heat, but the poor 

people cant afford to part with their clothes coupons. They havent 

got a lot of clothes in store like rich peoplé. 


Fuel F PJ 125-42 
Indirect 75 


It wont affect me a lot because I live in a room in my son's house. 

Im out most of the day. I go to sit with my sister who is bed ridden, 
so I suppose I shall share her coal. If Im rationed we shall have it 
altogether. Will they allow people who are ill more coal? 


Fuel 
Indirect PF | PJ 1.5.4 


It seems alright on the surface bi&t there will be all knids of | 
difficulties. For instance, some people are out all day at work and | 
do not need light or heat and others apend more of their working time 
at homes People with children or invalide will need more light and 

heat and suppose someone gets ill suddenly. How are they going to 

arrange for that? Then some houses a re so built that they need more 
light and old fashioned grates use twice as much coal as modern ones. | 
A basement flat needs far moe light than a top floor one. And what a bout i 
blacked out or boarded up windows? | 


Fuel fs 
Indirect F | PJ 125-42 


Im very purturbed about this ratinning business. In the house where lI 
live there are a number of other people. it is run a s a community. | 
We are already using LESS fuel than if we were living in sepapete | 
houses and yet we consume an enormous amount of electricity compared : 
with other houses in the same district because we use our own rooms 
for working in and reading ine I hope cases like this will be given 
consideration. We could economise by say, using the common room only 

on two nights of the week and then using the light tin ous own rooms 

for the other nights. 
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Indirect PJ 1.5.42 


James Maxton in a speech at an I.L.P. May Day Meeting said 


that there was no need for the country to be short of coal because 
KMNEXERAMNERX we were rich in ite He said that the reason for the 
| present shortage was because of the way the miners had been treatede 
| They had the worst, most dangerous, most badly paid job of any 
: and now they were being asked, with a shortage of labour and 
disgustding conditions to provide more coal than ever. He suggested 
that the Government who had sot the country ihto a positon in which it 
had to accept blackout and bombing was now proposing to take away the 
last comfort of lighting and coal. He said that mén and women who 
were socialist should refuse absolutely to accept rationing of fuel 
as a protest for the way in which the mbners had been treated. 
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1leI dont think i8s going to work at all 
Se Be YES 

be Im not able to tell that at the moment : 
oe It might help but I doubt it | 
4, Make it a campaign. 
5. I dont think I could economise any more than I do already 
6. They could all make a deman that the miners should be sent back into 
the mines at a reasonable wage. Ihere is no shortage of coal in this « 
country. 
7. 1 would @o operate in such a scheme as the one above. 


va ae ald P 


Holloway Koad M PJ 1.5.42 
40 


1. It is a good idea. There is too much waste at the moment 
Ze & IES | 
be We should have to be more careful with light and fires 

Oe Not much 

| 4. On the wireléess and posters 

5. By being more careful all round 

6- By communal feeding and children feeding at school 

Y@Se 


Holloway Road M PJ 1.6.42 , 
50 / | 


l. They should ration it, but they dont seem to be going the right way 
about ite They should start by forcing the large instituions to cut 
down 
2e8e Les 
be We use so little now that if we had to cut down there wouldnt be 
any light at all 
3». The working class people couldnt use less than they are Going 
4. Government propaganda of all kinds. 
5eI couldnt economise any more 
6. I have my douhts about that. Look at the trouble people have when they 
are using a communal bathroom in a house. 
7e No 


Holloway Road M PJ 165442 


le Im disgusted with the whole thing. I think the peop@#é will have 
something to say about this. 
Se Ge YES 
be Looks as though we shall have to live in the dark 
Oe NO good at all 


5. 1 cant economise on what 1 use now 
No good 


Holloway Road M PJ 1.5442 


e + dont think anything will come of it, myself 
eo Ge expect so 

be 1 dont know 

e It would be of soe use 

I dont know 

e L couldnt @conomise any more 

No 
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I suppose it will have to be 

ae NO, not really 

I think that would be better than cutting off light and gas 
Everywhere possible ene 

I am sure we couldnt. We dont use much coal and we go to bed early. 
It would be a good idea for people in flats and houses 

I dont know. It would depend on what happened, 


Holloway Road M PJ 1-5-2 42 


« A very good idea 


1 

2 

3. Not much good - 
4. In the newspapers etc | : 
5. We couldnt. We-use very little now | 
6e No | 
7e 1 dont know 
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on 
OJ On 


Le L dont see how it will work 

2. ae tes 

be We should have to have less fire and light 
Se It would help people to be more carefpl 

4. By films and wirales and posters as the other campaigns 
Se Yes, 1 suppose so, though we are very caréful these ay 
R.We only use one room instead of two 

6. Neighbours could share their cooking and their fires 

7. I wouldnt mind with people | know but it might easily cause 
difficulties especially in large familes of children. 


Holloway Hoad PJ 1-45.42 


Ll. Alright in principle but I dont see how they are going to k 
make it work 
2e ae Yes s | 

be 1 should have to work in a common sithing room instead of 
having an individual room of my own 
Se it would appeal to the people who can afford to burn too much 
4. By wireless and films to make people fuel consciouse 
5e Be more careful about turning off light and stoves when not in 
usé 
6. Yes, Institute mach mobe communal feeding at cost price. 
7. Yes. If it was a reasonable price. 
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me 


Leit would be very difficult to work fairly 

Be Ge Yes 
be + wouldnt cook as mich and go out to more meals 

Se LE think people are already economising as much as possible, its so 
expensive 

4. Through the papers and wireless ) 

5e 1 dont cook as much as I used to. My flat is centrally heated 

6- I dont think they would 

No. 1 dont think so 


¥ ee Ae ee et The SOP eek ee pe RR Ree i gee ea ors C. ee Pe ee RE Lata Serger , a gi ee , 
te ee A PUP Ro df Marc tay SS a 2) Cee ay ee 5% 9 Gy OF Pay SRE NR Co nee RR ee 
ee, Pay teen oY ie ae keke Jes Sea 4 es ey. xia etd : ie as eee ge Sert.-< 1s On i < 4 4 ae . 
Rhee ee a mR, ea eR ee Sk GR ene A Re Fe > hee ots Mae so Naf kek He eae § pinch pat | 
COG: SP SAORI i OP a, 8 Se oad i ee tart ek MM TL 2 BR eae mE ee” OE TE Rae TF Sar yee rye 


Holloway Koad F PJ 1.5.42. 
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Ll. im not for it. In cases where the windows are blacked out you 

would have to use more light. 

2. Gs 166 
be The Kighting because my windows are blacked out and I have to use 

the kight most of the day 

3. +ts a good idea because people who can afford to do so are still 
wasting ite 

4. On the cinema, backed up by appeals in the picture house at the same by 

time 

5- I cant afford to go over my present allowncee What happens if people 
are ill? : 

6. Personally ! dont think it would work 

7. I wouldnt like to unless + was bombed out or something like that. 
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le Its a necessity but it will be very complicated 

2. ae Very mach - 
be 1t means I shant be able to use my own room as much, also that I 

shant be able to have a fire there in winter. 

Se Thats a better idea 

4- Sensational propaganda through films etc. 

5- turning off the fire when I leave room foe a short period and having 

O11 lamps in the hall instead of using electric lights 

6. In households where they have Ideal boilers ih saves hot water if 

people take baths successively instead of letting the water get cold. 

7. Yes 
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ae & suppose they must ration it 
Ze Ge dont know 

be 1 expect I shall have to use one room more to save coal 
Se Some would take notice and others woul,nt 
4, Government propaganda 
5. Less wattage in the light and using one room 
6. If people could live in communities and pool light and heat 
7. Y@S 
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1. Its a good idea. there's a lot of extravagance a 
2. ae Not muche 1m very economical 

Se Yese Definitely e 

4. Through the papers. Peope should be made to feel guilty 

5. 1 cant .« Im very careful now 

6. Noe The pooper people might have communal feeding but the upper class 
Z% wouldnte 

7e I dont think so«, 
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1. ts it really necessary? The country's supposed to be full of caal 
Ze AeNO 

Se Yt would make people more careful 

4. No idea at all 

5. 1 eceonomise as much as I can already 

6- it wouldnt work 

7. No 
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le lts a good idea if a reasonable system could be found 

Ze ae YeSe 
b, In my work, as Ima cook 

Se Its a good idea but I dont suppose people would take much notice of 
it 

4, By wireless and newspapers 

5 llaving fewer cooked meals and sharing other peoples fires 

Ge Communal evenings and communal fires 

Depends on the neighbour 
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1. 1 cant see that anythiig will be gained by it ! 

2. ae Ll expect so | 
be +n many ways | 

Se Very good thing it would make peo ple more careful 

Gaxkuxtedtxaakkierxiknxkhaxxhnker Ask people to be more careful 

5» Go to bed earlier in the winter . 

6, Take it in turns to share fire and sitting boom with friends 


Te yes 
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le Its not a bed idea to ration coal but its impossible to ration 
| Light 
| 2. yes 

be 1 cook with electricity and that would affect me a lot 
Se Lt might help 
4. By advertising it on the pictures and in the papers like paper 
%.salvage ° : 
5. £ dont use mich. ! save both ways as it is and dont twink 1 conld) 
save more : | = 
66 it wouldnt be possible for a lot of people: 
7e L would with people in the same houses 
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1. Its very awkward isnt it? 
e&e LOS 
be Id have less gas for cooking 
Noe People wouldn t take any notice 


e Go to bed caktilter 
» If people lived in the same house they could do their cooking together. 
hey could take it in turns to sit in front of each others fires. 


2 
o 
4. 
5 
6 
z 
7 With people I know, 1 wouldnt mind. 
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le Its a good idea. If they dont ration it, people with money will have 

more than their share 

Ze Yes 

be We'll have to do with less coal in the winter 

It would have an effect on some people. “ome people would nver save 

sm, a 

“be dont know 

. Se L could go to bed sooner and not light the fire quite so sarly in the’ 
daye Only usé one room. Sit in the kitchen in the evenings instead 

@. of sitting in the sitting room 

Ge NO, lL wouldnt like it myself. 

Te NOe 
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I dont think much of it 

a. Yes 

b. +m on the sick list 

Yes. To the rich but nat the poor. 
its hard to say 
It couldnt. A shillingsworth of gas lasts me all the week. Somtimes it | 
runs out on Fridays, but i cant really afford any more | 
Its all according to their income. | 
I couldnt say + could. | 


FUEL 25 Qe 8 Indirects. Total 33. 


OBSERVATION between 1 and 2 May all day. Weather clear and dry. 
Cold on 245.42 


GENERAL IMPRESSION was that the women questioned were much more 
ready to accept the idea of fuclikmg rationing than men. The meén 
were often antagonistic to the scheme altogether. The majority of 
people did »not think the light and heat rationing could be 
worked as it had been suggested. There would bé far too many 
inconsistencies. some thought that appeals would be effective and : 
others thought they would help. Many suggested that the large concerns” 
wasted the most dight and that working class people has already cut : 
down as much as possible. So much so that many said they could not 
economise furthere There was some doubt about co operation to save 
fuel although communal feeding and communal sitting rooms were 
offered as suggestions. 


= 


I ee SG 


LMR Rn BE Saree Star Le 


ny =e 
* ss Pn nwt ad 

x - 
om Paw 


pegs 


Wy geet Sir opp Seen ge ge ae a ee 
. gh EOP Tee ; ; 
‘i m rye 


—- & 
i, |Koweoh suns wh Ke aa ath winks reditnong wth cool af Leark, hole wih 
MSW ALO we LS ye Pe, [fs a jer & gad sngngh , 


x 
sy 
hs 


| ad 


| winkeh wart he magons ¢ tne Se 


ts 


_ a lias Bass ceo 
G_ teresa, 

f Mon Rank convere mw Mh domo - Tilhg, mtabonya I boa: 

zs pn Aeurs wt cor ony palihiee o Srtewr Cetthar uy, ta Mocha feces 


@ Whe Mra 1 Ah man aver of GRAAL Larry g yen ark Live oll ayer 
manaks (oth 
7 Ae, Girtm th ean we Areth he mith alk als bane Oe 


a” 
‘; 
e 7 
es: 
13 
Bb 
>), a 
+ See date. SZ 
TRS y : i 
. r i tas rs ‘ . 
wt Mees . est 
af } ne - Re 4 
ef % v x 
t ‘ 6 vs e 
j ' : P te f Ugegneie ad . 
3 "et 4 
be f 
<4 ‘ 
7 


( 


Ll ehnn F writ - | 
6 We contol cut denn the pote, | hk Ms te corhaig worthy thbwnl afar we. 
Say en cheng ah fv some beat’ IP fookte amint ofort 0 alti 
| affine King ant , | 


Spe ast Sn) Nae ec 


pr. 


re Pesta i 
{iipnte = ar em na ad 


eo ae ee « 


fF 
eo 
PD 


Fak CC 
Hf. Nt. Velen thuk 20. 
Py. Dot worl Mee sak den 
yt oa ane) : 7 
bdo k wn tla wenrm weather - 90 09 gray on yr An Si cas | 
: We mene tine pr ta Welle tr ype gb cat 

4 MNauag Mv cgntll ca-ofereke » wher me wor CorRng & het gluinnge Ka 
nated ht oeghln srkowar Al Alt ontnr | 


Y tay oe fly ait os, 


bw | an 
os Bs, God 


A Fuch Kcoubuy Malek 


‘a & 


Uke Comuptinicg Meeslopued Gere ! 

lh Gao hight of Coxe lo, ho tea Yotoe ty O- Yet tv bu Ca Kl, 
hire he fiuetl yequee, fatuue Cyuce le: Very f OC Ye 
ud heltul ; lublic Blah ou 
6 oloue tu. Yoks Wned le Coxe Gorteg TA > 
YL Aud Ga. teehius, yoru’ tra! Yo if. Veo, 
dotsy het Yo be Abe Yo led, . 


4 Nlor $2 uce? low es Lo. 


Poe ; No phigesse. Avr CAbE Yep 
Not tery helitut , terrae le Haty ittu. tol Yo Kicous 
Glead lessor erty br uv. Btruved No Mito Om 4 rec. 


J npn 


" poe 2 a * zs " sygoe 1 hei is a Slee SS as fy SS a ans _ ike ee i ee ; *) A Re ee , 
7 he Se ee ee ean, eae eee 7 ; ; : ; ER SS a>.” trees OE ae ame) a He patos 
° er oli a gt! is, wax, 5 ASE RS Fs bbeiich <a: © 0 tale Samia ama eC Ye BRE eK CRA mete ae ; 
pear ee OA eo a ae Bae Ua Pe: i SS No Earn ? : ‘ : - 4 ag le “i: Nadas: 7 ae ye acs Cee Le was , ee aes | Shes Settee 
‘ 4 ie ee Petr «| ree ON ARR: aes Pe Pye sink a Tat <p ae AN eS RO a ae OE an me Ree R YC a geen SS 8! ak ART oS 2 Oe eneeenin - 
AEN i SEER EI OE I eA a ea a Pek ates |) PEER MES Leena ee RE ee CREE iS Seas toe 
‘ / 1 a ae Citas 4 has. Hs etiene. a Be Ry Se he Saree y es oak ame tes oT are 

yet nd 5a? > ee Pty ay ue ae et ee ion 

pee SA tek ahi ee ee i Aaeeee 


”’ Eh eis 
«gies 6. 


yd 


ill 


- a - -_ a 
jf lle 
5. SM, lucha Portes, bGuual klofy. dept. : Mo tu plorteun Bh om 
fuse . No sagen me refrceel | 
6. Grey cox Gren. (bch. Ag?) No  damataaliics 
aveulhb . Uche ely ful We bx08 & bane . 


1. noy elon ae Co, ! Weby plete sd lily Jat baat ruled 
Give Ko ui ot abrir. Merson give: Mie, Coorked ts 

Cau fees chi x bo} tp Bflaty Cote ptt, Ged let.d uo# 

yet ported Yei7 re¥arco, Cull tot Geoe feoeere, 

n. Cho had not yer loorked tut, burbotis deus 

Jaca Gtry lapices laotde, te: (+ by old. Oke Yibte. 

5 


“ 


+ 


£. Watford tlectric lo.: Not ak alt hey ot. Selon. 
"nn Oh 02 ifertel, Creed ru clel, rele cof be, 


Ful hernrney healt. 
WO Klecteic Micel Gls Cop lame (rrmif Breeitg ur VA Or 

hart of hin clo tud Whe tubs, b wee KOZ bueol 

by wv. Aud penne about his revrer. of 


tcl i Lonerney Meals t Was vehea for. te to Core 
mie fem tes ores fs On yom , Mae Pelee Bes Ge Hees 6 &>s 
ti YS ceraes (Cotte teghet -thedeie) Wat uo fins .. 
figures hed been, loorked out yee Aud Cat ‘ 
A001 Aoe~ yp te, Yau dirt bul, ere apt : 5, 
bo he hai stealing Mee loa, dgiet X loke 6 

Yee’ oi cnlls Yutuvidued Keo. Ur J0tu2 bth, Chee> v 
(Vouk, Nets op otc tau Gas, lo. , Vote nut Pore, 
lo, ._= luccets Kcr; avy Bef J Wee people 

ludopeieulcd ktsuued ¥o be Veugte Abeut ee s 

ihe quite; Rizal “SE ihial Wey e 
fice Come parsry ( tt ford klectoic %y C+) i pecerol 


| Hand if teondle be valu ob, 10 Hs Cucreey « 


tite senate siennsnsel tae i AED IR — 
lap eit tet OA ALE LER LE NEILSEN OG rene etOr es 


a ee 
Wek AG F 
ee a. 5) eset Puss: 
2 1 check fA "a 8 al akea ae: ‘i 
a0 Aa on ae 
2 poy : 
i bakes 
4 No ne Ue eovedut 
oO ; ‘ia lel 
7 Well | pC INOE 
Pde 
wll, Bh ( emt ia 
‘ Aye Ate 


ks i'm AG A118 % it, ridiculous. 

2. a. Undo subtedly. D.. The worst of it is, o 
electricity, the only not water system we have, 1. 
can't get “ore tnan about one cwt. of coal at a t 
+. « don't think they'll get what they want. 

4. I don’t sée why on earth they don t release men for the colli 
it's fantastic to think we should be short of coal, 

5. No«= there's no other system of heating the water; we've 4 ¢ 
put that's @s lone as it's short. 7 

6. I really haven't thougat of thats I doh t see how they can da 
flats, where most people live nowadays. <— 
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coal it would be 4 different thing, but there's no need to go to 
extremes. Why the deuce they don t release them I can't think. 
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As 464 GON G KAMM Chink it Would jistifiy the immense number of clerks 
concemedy | 

2. &. RO, 

bY vertaini Ly try @n appeal first and then introduce rationing if it 
doesn't produce the results, but I think it would 

4. As in 4ll the economy s: ‘ivage drives, by posters, advertisements in 
the press, radio, & piece on the aine ofclock news, etc 
5S. Very little personally; I'm using somebody else's the variey 
that stays in 8ix months at & tine; and I find it hard to believe We 
Would economis electric light. 

ee i. Should certainly have thought that @ number of persons sharing 
houses at the present moment could spend the evenings toget i 
6xanple in one room, or have an arranceiai1t whereby you call on your 
neighbours, out I m rather sceptieal how you could organise that 
Voluntarily. I do think people within houses could do Something. 

7. Yes - we @re doing so. 
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think it Should be rationed, 

3. iI think they should do. 

4. i aon % Know, , 

5. No, I haven't got any house, I m attached to 4 hospital, 

6. Well, I haven't, unless they economise as far as possible with 
regards to coal, 

7. Weil, I can't. : 


1. I don t think Lv | iould pe von, able. 

@. &. ‘TOs. " We've a faigily of three, and at least three fires going 
in our house nd I shouldn’ t be able to carry through with it. Another 
person say pb able to have the same number of Yroous ‘but more in the 
family and o ri ie they'll get more coal, 

a4 Yell, I don t think Somehow that that would affect the average worke 
man insofar as the cost of fuel is such that they would economise in any 
Case, 

4, I ean't think of anything. 

Ss may is Father cifiicuLty. 

6. Only on the community basis whereby one person can cook the dinners 


Tor enother person for, say, & week, «nd then change round. 
Yes, quite definitely 
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much about it. 
Very Giziicuit for me vo 


de I haven't thougat 


2 S By, Wel. = that s Say wife ' 


pecause my 


gone on holiday dowit to the New Forest for @ fortnight; she s the one 
that would know that, o 
>» & think the idea's Ss g00d, but I aon 't think it Would Cut much ice, 


4. Well, 4s T've always 6 de my living in 
say Posters, put at the same time With the 
even that would be wasténg its tine. 

5. Well, I always do; for instance I never have & gas blaging 
kettle or saucepan; on top of that if I have two things to cook 4nd 
one CookS @mzezky quicker than the other, the one that cooks quickest 

gets done first and use the same gas for the other. I don't use much 

electric light. I shouldn't welk out of one room and leave the ligat on 
As far as coal's concemed we don't use very much coal. 
6. That would be quite good in some places and yet in 
people - say cooking betWeen then - well that would work round here, 
but right in the centre it wWouldn t Forks. DEGREE people livé in the 
Same houses, boarding houses, perhaps ten years and’they don t Kamwx 


even know the people above. But Without that it's a good idea, 
would go aown very 


st course 
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well. 
It s the right thing to do. 
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U I 
Le Well, t® tell you the truth I haven t-took much notice 
2. I don't think it will &® lot, not smatl houses, not in my place, i 
3. Well, I think aS regards fuel it devends on the Weather, } because iA 
Summer it won t offect the Working class much, ; 
4, Well, I&m-sure I can-'t tell you for that. 
5+ Well, in ay case I'm not at home all OK and there's only me and 
the boy: "IT onl Vy have &@ fite nig nt time, and when I'm fire"watching I 
don’t have one then. 
6. I think that would be a sood idea in some Shag Upstairs and 
iio deed sh people, where they're friendly together. oon 
6 Oh ° VOCS e« | 
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1. Well, the coal and colf#’s not so bad; the coal ~ we re not getting 
the © cwt. now very regularly. The gas, it won't effect-us, but how are 
Shey g0img to ration it * goodness only knows, But if they made a 
regular Pation for coal #nd coke, if it was got regularly it wouldn't 
be so bad, bec&use there s been a Shortage. But Lg § & costly scheme, 
Ze Ms mo, i'm living int & flat we re a! Lowed cwt. &@ month, and 
mine's @ penny in, the slot and shilling in the ete oY, SO it won't afifee 
us. It'll affect those who use @ lot, of gieotric. 
3. i think they should be, that s definite. . 
S,. k& think throug eh the wireless-and the press. Of course We depend on 
the press for a Lot of information. I think there should be 4 great 
economy. 
5. I don't think I could save anything becayse we use one room and one 
gas meter stove and ‘that's all we use, There 8 only two or us} and on 
a Government job they agk you to use less light so I @liways do it. | 
6. Yes, only what they re doing with the gas cooking; 4 lot of people 
have at electric ovens,-and they could use them pretty well the same as 
the Ba5 couldn't they | | 
1. T xkwaxt do myself now With gas ~ it s only & suall item, but I 
keep chicks, and any old refuse lixe--I cook for them; well, she s 
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f  cooking domstairs, and she uses my oven. 
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i» <i think it's very nice. 
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2. &, It Won't affect me much - we only have one cwt, @ week. I think 
it's very good myself; it' 11 save &@ lot of trouble, Tnese aristocratic 
people get the coal in. td 11 help the poop - they re the people that'll 
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1. I don't know anything about it. . 
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5. You can't below a certain point; you have to do Cooking and keep 
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F45C0,F 30C 


F45 "There's one thing,this fuel rationing, it will make people 
eat less. I suppose that's the idea, partly." 


F 30 "I don't know, No, I don't think that's how it would 
work at all. Because it would mean people wouldn't eat 
vecetables so much, they'd all be buying tinned things, and 
things to fry quickly. the Government wants tus to eat 
swedes and carrots and things, but who'sgoing to spend 
half their fuel ration on cooking a great ola turnip or 
something? No, I think from the food point of view it will 
be a bad thing," : 


¥ 45 "Mrs B, says she thinks it will come to communal feeding 
for everybody - no private cooking done at all," 


F 30 “Oh, my goodness} I don't see than we could be much 
more co munal than we are here, Five people all sharing 
this little stovej" ? 


F 45 "That's what I said to her, When you come to think it out 
» well it's just ridiculous, Take me for instances here 
I am, I do my job, and I do my own little bit of cooking 
in my spate time, Well, with this co unal feeding, they da 
be paying somebody 3 or 4 puunus a week to do it for me, I 
can't see the sense of that, can you? And then what about 
children, if a chald's got a little cold or something, you 
don't want to take it out in the coid for it s food do you? 
Then chink of the old people, they'd have to send round 
charabancs for them - a lot of them couldn't walk the distance, 
So you'd be paying a man to drive the charabancs, and someone 
to clean them out and look after them, and someone else to 
help the old people inx and out and look after them. Oh, it 
would be ridiculous,” 
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"Well, I don t know anything about fuel rationing, as I live 
in a place where thx they do ail that for me," 


inv. "Sut do you think, for most people, it is a good thing?" 


iM 25 "Well. I don't think it's workable, reaaly. But T don't know 
much about it.’ s 
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inv, "What do you think of the 1922 committee s attitude to fuel 
rztioning?" 


M25 “wells it seems a bit funny. I ¢an haraly beleive that the 
1922 comittee is out to help the working man, hey re all coal 
owners, and yet they weem to want coal to be nationalised, 


Inve "ny is that, do you think?" 
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What I mean is, if fuel rationing is such a good thing for 


"the people", then why does everyone feel so much against it?" 


pratt eben keane ad a et a ee ie na 


ceeteee a es 


| f Kilburn 


19°22 Commitee 


F 30 C 


"I don't know, isn't it something to do with reconstruction? 
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OBSERVED on WE28e%+4e in Tottenham Court Road. Worknmer were removing 
tramlines for scrar netale The blocks they were taking out were wooden 


| ones, well tarred. As they were taken out children were picking up the 
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blocks and loading them in prams and sacks to be taker home for fire 
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OBSERVED on W£28-4-*e in Tottenham Court Road. Workmwer were removing 
tramlines for scrar retale The blocks they were taking out were wooden 
ones, well tarred. As they were taken out children were picking up the 
blocks and loading them in prams and sacks to be taker home for fire 


wood. 
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Diary. Ni({e).1. Park keeper. 


844.42, 


In the evening in the park I saw a woman carrying a baby pickig up 
sticks which were blowm off the trees by the heavy winds, I had 
seen her before in the park, She is the wife of a soldier, 

Their home is in Glasgow, Her husband's unit had come to Wootich 
and she had come south to be near him. He was only here a fortnight 
and was then sent to Portsmouth, She was very fed up and tonght 
looked very miserable, The baby, only about three or four 

months old, was secured to her breast by a long shawl which was 
wound round tke’ mother's body several times and made secure, thus 
leaving both her hands free, She told me she occupied a room 
nearby and could met get either wood or coal, Ll gathered some 
sticks and tied them into a bundle and promised to have another 
bundle ready for her tomorrow, She thanked me warmly with a 

weak smile, she was too lonely and miserable to smile braodly. I 
felt very sorry for her," 
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"Last week when I was alone all day I sat without a fire (it 


wasn! 


outsice 


pra.3. Ex Schoolmistress. 


really cold) and felt ail patriotic until 1 remembered 
that under present restrictions i couldn't benefit anyone 


\ 


? 


the househole by my economy - so to-day i had a fire," 


; Fuel. - 
» BRE.2. Housewife. 
12.3042. 
"Did mewesome valeting in the afternoon then went to the village, 


hg on is very short of coal, We nave enough ordinary coal 
but have had to draw on our emergency for boiler fuel." 


Fuel. 
'aSP,2, Housewife, 
15.4.42, 


"The coalman has told Mrs, G,. that no extra coal is allowed 
to houses with two families in them," 


ye 
sath ak ew 


i i 7, jen es te “y — om *] | x Ge 2 pies Pe ony ee A 
Ss % ¥ = e i. \ F< F i ae Ee CA ' ap ie : a pn us i. . cy ahs Wb hes US 


~*} 
: 


Woesili’t. Pea : | wees PAaLFLOtLc Lied he as CLS iy 


5 ait jee a ain a ‘. ue iia Pa We aie 
nat uncer ores: res ti is 42 Coulan't 
Outside the housen es V conomy =« so 


{> 
— 


Or 


% 


SR etal Zit oy 


AP py hen Ae 


"in the 
sticks 
seen her 


evening 


beiore te ha 
in Glasgo 
me south to 
and was sent to Portsmou 
Looked very : 
months 01G . <7 
rounc bhe mi 
leaving | 
nearby < 

sticks 

examorggpe 


~ 


felt very 


* 
~~") x 4 cr) ¢"* i 


Bi vo 0D SUa!l 


meal 1440 
+) oan 
Vile kad d 

-» 

ry} 


iely and iiserabie LO 


ct 


‘There has been very little 
Reasons for NOT want 


PLT GPS 


POPES I SIT 
$ BG apne 5 D 


N.Q, 3 14,5,.42, 9,B, 


%, what do you think of the Governnent's scheme for the ratione 
ing of fuel? (60) 


Me T% 4.5.42. 
Favour 30 36 16 
Disfavour 46 40 4l 
pees seele ‘ i 9 7 2A, 
3 en * ! : « a 
sme 2 f 29 


uost shyiking change is the falling off in lack of o —oS, 
Distavons ef the scheme is considerably less strong than it was ten days 


as50., 

duch of the favou ap oppesre to be for rationing of fuel in 
or rather than for pagticular shceme propose? by the Govern. 
ment, 


i308 “The best thing - provided fuel rationing applies also to Govern- 
ment buildings, lukury § flats, ani hotels," 

"It should be ratione 

. think that fuel ought to be rationed, but I don't know what thei: 


ene 
ery The should be rationed + do away with Black-ila rketeering, * 
“It wil} Bive e verybedy a fair chance of getting their share," 
2a in favour of any for of rationin “Eg 
ye idea if ration it,” 

t to be rationed, because lots of people are 30 “_ 
: with ie, . 


"We'll met a at er ee. eed 
"Rationing s very fair and 1 Sask to everyone,” 


FS0D “A pig aes fom, of rationing ~ take place, But it shouldn't 
be icate1 as was propose 
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4, How do you think it will affect you personally? (60) 


4.5.42 


13 16 


effect 1 15 10 
vers affect : 
Uncertain 18 we 


3 Rather less effect is anticipatel than was the case ten 
Jays ago, 
dette. * ap a "no hagas og ~ pea in ra soy it 
comprises » of the sample, In B and C the corresponding figures 
are’ and 22h, confi maine @ previous conel esion’ that hee in 

the middle income levels expect to be much more harldy hit than 1o 
those in the extreme income groups, 


Asked on 


* 
: 
‘ ; 
‘ ‘ ee a 
é ‘ ae * 
Z oe 
, od - my oes , - ie : MS SF le 
é es C ‘. ‘ ou bon ES ¥ f “ ri 4 P 7 > +o ies Sh nae aes 
hee ai ut % ‘“ Ait d \ eo ‘ - " t 5 2 ‘ ¢ ¥ * Ae er ‘ eet Rk Bout .2y) ae Me 
“a by NW : + ho ee S ‘ Aap eS Fon .S! D > s ‘ eet; 4 , P le ae Pe 
$ My % 4 ¥ rab i ” . tty ret f 4 A be Bikes Oy r: Ws Af aa ‘ - - ren 2 ee hy kes Aye © ¢ ad } va 
; ye 4 x % a sot gies Zee, : ip te / a ea o i Se PraAN, ae, Ye: ‘aie I a 
~ oe fe i we tee fv ail r oT 4 eA ‘. ‘ ahetpe 3 CS hy an! * POOR TK fae 3 
> ‘ ’ % ane hd he r ‘ rsa a . . 
Repeat ahh ad : LAU Ty eee ee te sah ~ Festa : 


NG... 6. 14,.5.42 DB, 


5, What fuel do you use for heating the living roon? 
What fuel do you use to cook with? (60) 
» of those questioned heat their living rooms with coal 
including a few who mention anthracite or coke), as against 78% in 
the sample of ten days ago, : 
Gas has 12) as against 15% ten days ago, and electricity 
with 10% is unchanged, 

Ten days 260 there were also 3. each mentions of central 
+s ie and oil, This e there are 2) each of central heating and 
wood, 

The changes are all very slight, and the following table 


shows the average 


independent 


or the combine 


sample of 195 individuals;- 


- showing that 9% of the sample have two 


T 
methods of heating their living roons, 


ons 


table gives propo 


s of coo 


change ges are insignificant, and the 
of the - § 


total sample of 195:- 


s showing that 34 of the sample have two 
ing. 
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77% of those questioned cook with gas, as inst 62% in 

the sample of ten da », 16% use electricity, as against 15%, and 

use coal, ot AK each use oil anid are uncertain, (Ten 
ays ago these categories were not represented.) 
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6, Are you glad or sorry that the Gov 
bead resent fuel rationing scheme 


the scheme; mainly on the grounds that it will give the 
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s Among the few disapproving coments, one specific point is raised; 


WA40C "It has certainly given people with non 
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Glad 62 56 5A 
Indifferent 2A 30 27 
Sorry 9 4 7 
No opinian 15 10 12 
There is widespreal satisfaction at the een 
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ea am Briger and suspicion, Ihe 
“is anger because ix the industry had been 
mken by the seruff of its neck carlicr, thes 
“would have been no need for rationing. now, 
‘there is suspicion because millions of small 
-fuet users do not-bdetieve that-their -specia 
Siieag are being properly considered. 
the mine owmers and certain companié 3 
Bet the distribution o.-fuei, they are 
that this rationimg may at last be 
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xtract from letter in "NIWSTATESITAT . 
| _ May 9 1942. page 305. 

_In this connectionit is interes 

note that a particularly useful end 


pleasant meeting between Sir William ~~ 


Beveridge ond the representative u nants 4 
organis 


ations convened to consult with hig. 
was" reported ee ng 
(May 1st) under the headin rated 


: Beveridge heckled", in such 
x Eee gr ho Sone women crow ; 


: ae 
“nelad this country to ransom for generations, 
This week the coal controversy bas taken. 
precedence over greater matters in the 
lobbies of the Goimons and in Fléet Street. 
When it was learned that prominent mine 
owners were among those now opposing the 
Government scheme, miners’ MeP.s8 Were 
naturally moved to démand just why <- unless 
it wape on account of their vested interest 
in distribution @ the ultimate producg - 
these memetctnm cenitlemen are now so certain 
that the solution of the oroblém consists 
imply. in we crease d output rather than in 
rationing? These ars the same interests whick 
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"House Of Bommons, an d. ts 4 the “country, as to 7 
the attitude of Conservative members on this 
Very vex ced. question. 


TOW aT 


Your readers will recall that the 19224 
Committee, of which I have the honour to be 7 
Tt issued & strong statement to. tne 

Press last Wednesday which emphasised that 
— the committee of Conservative back-benchers 
Mere emphatic in toeixr objection to any 
' $¢ehéme which involved coupons and points ’ 
- pationing. It is of great importance that x | 
their attitude should be unierstood without a 


+" 


sicnificant that 


ais misrepresentation 
comes from a newspaper. whi 
by Bust the veo 
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which is widely read 7 
ple who may have to do 
without luxury heating next winter? 
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Corning Semdard 


COAL AND 
CUCUMBERS 


O ONE disputes that a 
cut in domestic fuel 

consumption is_ essential. 
The Government have suc- 
ceeded in making that pro- 
position incontestable. They 
have been piling up the argu- 
ment for two years; two 
years in which there, hex 
been no considered, inspig 
campaign for the incr 
production of coal. 
land which possess 
dant coal; two; 
which the return 
from the Army to 
has been steadfast 
vented. Coal is a m 
of war, and it must-be save 
—like paper and money. 


A But coal is not to be saved 
by the methods which have 
proved successful in the case 
of these other commodities. 
The voluntary method is 
scorned. After a brief 
month—brief, but long 
enough to have conducted a 
campaign which would have 
roused the whole ‘nation to 
the necessity of saving our 
most precious fuel of war—a 
scheme has been contrived 
more complicated than any- 
thing yet conceived by the 
highest flight of bureaucratic 
fancy. It will be worked by 
15,000 officials, a whole Army 
division. It will involve 
24,000, 000 new assessments 
and is based on a most in- 
vidious system of means test. 
(Is the Labour Party in 
revolt?). 


A This tidy scheme is not a 
substitute for another that 
has failed. It is a substitute 
for one that has never been 
tried. So far from -there 
having been any consistent 
voluntary plan, the public 
has been treated to a series 
of --contradictory 
tions. One week the 
fill their-celtars. next 
they might be penalised for 
having done so. 


A The proposed rationing | 


plan defies the principles of 
the older schemes. Did Lord 
Woolton attempt to distin- 
guish between the size of 
men’s bellies? Was a special 
assessment made to meet the 
gastronomic needs of Mr. 
Bevin and Mr, Attlee? Yet» 
itis such indefinable shades 
of distinction which the ex- 


ponents of a rationing plan | 


for fuel must seek to draw. 


A million anomalies will | 


arise. Many of them were 


pointed out in the debate in | 


the House of Commons (con- 
ducted under 240 blazing 
lights) and much of the 
burden of them will fall on 
the hard-pressed housewife. 
She would much rather shut 
off all her ee at ten Po 
use: her c 
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i- | By OUR POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 
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Crete, 


4 motion: on the fuel position, the 
no | 220! ae of Lords © | 
Regd s.a motion by..Lord Arnold, 

ssid lin’ ‘which he will Givert attention 


Political N otes 


Shown the way to an agreed al- 
| ternative‘to the Beveridge plan. 


: | Of the 1922 Committee of Conser- 
id | vative back benchers, in a state- 
be | ment yesterday on fuel rationing 


n the ‘national interest, 


FUEL RATIONS 


ANOTHER WHITE 
PAPER 


A DEMAND FOR 
“DISCUSSION 


| The fuel rationing controversy 
has not been settled by last 
Thursday’s debate nor: has ° it: 


’ A further White Paper in which 
the Government will outline ‘its 
scheme is to be issued as soon as 
possible, probably early this 
week. Its final form is being 
shaped after’ a ‘study of all that 
was said in the debate. There 
will be a demand for an oppor- 
tunity. to discuss: the scheme, and 
‘in’that event the Commons will 
have to sit an.extra day. . 

In the meantime there will be a 
comparable debate .in the House 
of Lords on a motion by Lord 
Elton, He will draw attention to 
the. prospective fuel shortage 
(which ,he attributes to Govern- 
ment ‘miscalculations) and to the 
ernment’s proposals for deal- 
ing with the problem. 


DEBATE. ‘POSTP ONED 


: ‘The ‘promised Commons debate 
in public-on: the conduct of the 
war has been postponed, but will 
be - arranged. before members 
separate for Whitsuntide. It will 
bean occasion for more reflec- 
tions on the idea-of a Joint Gene- 
ral Staff; for which. such a strong 
demand .was. made by a number 
of influential peers last week, . but 


fined to that one: aspect of war 
direction. 


eat. addition to Lord Eltén’s 


programme. in- 


to: the ‘high consumption of beer, 
and .a motion by Lord Strabolgi to 
ascertain what. ‘measures the 
Government | proposés to take to 
peprore. inland de rae ae 


1922) COMMITTEE AND. 
_ “FUEL POINTS 


Chairman’ . Statement 
Mr. A. G. Ergking-Hill, chairman 


said: “Fuel must be conserved in 
but -- the 
i heither needs nor desires: a 


b at po ase Yationing ‘scheme; nor the|., 


4p osition upon the Ta cinte 
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the discussion will not be con-| 


tions. One the should | — 


fill their cellars. e next 
they might be penalised for 
having done so. 


A The proposed rationing 
plan defies the principles of 
the older schemes. Did Lord 
Woolton attempt to distin- 
guish between the size of 
men’s bellies? Was a special 
assessment made to meet the 
gastronomic needs of Mr. 
Bevin and Mr. Attlee? Yet 
it is such indefinable shades 
of distinction which the ex- 
ponents of a rationing plan 
for fuel must seek to draw. 
A million anomalies will 
arise. Many of them were 
pointed out in the debate in 
the House of Commons (con- 
ducted under 240 blazing 
lights) and much of the, 
burden of them will fall on 
the hard-pressed housewife. 
She would much rather shut 
off all her lights at ten and 
use: her coal sparingly than 
devote her restricted leisure 


hours to the unravelling of |: 


coupons late into the night. 
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A However,-if-the-Gevern-|""* 


ment is resolved to continue 
its scheme, we have another, 
devised on similar reasoning, 
to keep the people warm. 
“He had been eight years 
upon a project for extracting 
sunbeams out of cucumbers, 
which were to be put into 
vials hermetically sealed and 
let out to warm the ar in 
raw, inclement sum 
told me he did not déubt in 


be able to supply the 
Governor’s gardens with sun- 
shine at a reasonable rate; 
but he complained that. his 
stock was_low, and entreated 


me to give him something as | 5 


. He ly 


eight years more he should 


an encouragement to 

genuity, especially since 

had been a very dear ses 
for cucumbers.” Go to it 

Dalton. If we cannot 
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|jn- which he will direct attention 
to, the high consumption of beer, 
and a motion by Lord Strabolgi .to 
ascertain. what , measures the 
Government | proposés to take to 
improve. inland. re 


-1922°COMMITTEE AND 
/FUEL POINTS 
Chairman’s Statement 


Mr. A. G. Ergkine-Hill, chairman 
of the 1922 Committee of Conser- 
vative back berichers, in a state- 


|ment yesterday on fuel rationing 


o.. 


on 


«than 
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d' Mos- 


ot a 
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ghting. is 
n orth: of 


stated, 
° yur: days 


arc Tound 


lls Allan. ‘he a 


ie 
4 


; FOR. 


said: “ Fuel must be conserved in 
the “national interest, but -the 
nation neither needs nor desires a 
points rationing ‘scheme, nor the 
imposition upon the ‘taxpayer of 
new hordes of officials. 


“ A personal appeal by the.Prime 

Minister would go very far to 
secure the results required; and the 
alternative. scheme recommended 
to thé House by Sir Arnold Gridley 
Will strengthen the position and 
ensure that wrongdoers will. be 
pénalised. 
“The Minés “Départment must 
have appreciated the ‘position for 
some months. and ‘cannot use its 
own delay as an excuse for starm- 
péeding the country into a compli- 
cated scheme which would materi- 
ally add ‘to: the ranks “ the 
bubeauicrats.” coals 


MINERS: AND’ COAL 
SS PEANS © 


National Board. Wanted 


“Mr. Will Lawther, president. of 
the Minéworkers’ "Federation, ‘in 
anjinterview yesterday on a state- 
ment. by the Minister  of-. Mines 
concerning the. future of the 
mining industry, said that they 
| asked. thatthe nation requisition 
the. industry. . ‘for the war effort 


and establish a national board‘ to 
plan. and: demand the * best’ skill 
and. knowledge . to help it in. ‘its 
proposals. ~~ 


Rationing was po -sohuation, and 


the extension. of _ working. hours 
was admitted.to be . impossible. 
Men, could not stand: up-to the 
continuous strain oflonger_hours, 
“Miners are---dissatisfied,” he 


} said,, ‘ with the difference between, 
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their wages. and. those’ paid inj - 
‘| other war: industries. . Total ‘war. | W 
+ dictates-- to.-the nation a total}: 


effort, and those who.imagine that 
this situation. ean be. overcome by 


‘| ignering the, miners’. ‘proposals. on 


the old grounds of political expe- 
| diency. or. seseeeee wa. have a 
de uesteyamt my *] 
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WHERE'S THE COAL? 


a 


IR STAFFORD CRIPPS explained yes- 
terday that the Government has de- 
cided to submit comprehensive coal pro- 
posals to the House of Commons after 
Whitsun. 

That means no White Paper, no Beve- 
ridge scheme, and no rationing on June 1. 
It means further delay. 

During the delay, it may mean more op- 
portunity for the array of coal-schemers to 
prepare alternative plans and to enjoy 
squabbles about reorganisation as against 
rationing; about miners in and out of the 
Army; about the increased production that 
might follow if the workers were given more 
say in the running of the mines. All as 
though we had months and months before 
us for rambling discussion and fundamen- 
tal reform of the coal industry. 

One newspaper remarks that coal ration- 
ing “is not wanted by the public.” 

That is obvious. Nobody loves rations. 
But is coal rationing necessary ? 

The Government says so. The Labour 
Party says so. The public is prepared, if 
not pleased. 

It surely follows that a scheme of ration- 


ing, simple in administration, must come 
and that it must come quickly. 


TOO MUCH BEER! 


a 


ORD ARNOLD. though-a-teetotaller,has 
suffered from a horrid hallucination. 
He has had a vision of “some men work- 
ing overtime who are going out and drink- 
ing far too much.” 
Far too much of what? 
Too much of the watery beer upon which 
{one would think) it must be impossible to 


get drunk, even if “some men” drank it} 


overtime and all the time in a continuous 
gulping from the tilted keg. 
Where has Lord Arnold seen these + ove 
time workers meee! about after | 
out ? 
Lord Woolton, the 
hasn’t seen them. 
it’s not beer but t 
harms } war effort. f 
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URGENCY 
decisions, 


SPEED in the execu- 
tion of our plans. 


COURAGE in_ the 
face of our enemies. 


in our 


Don’t be miserable ! 


USTERITY, says Cripps, 
is not the same thing as 
misery. 

We are glad to dint that 
assurance straight from the 
author's mouth. [If it is 
going to be a long war— 
some think it’s a long one 
now—there is no need to go 
through it with long, dreary) 
faces. 

Splendid advice was given 
by the King as ‘we entered 
the Battle of Britain this 
month of May two years ago: 
“Let us go forward as one 
man with a smile on our lips, 
our heads held high.” 


Faddists’ chance 


| ly war too many faddists 
see a Chance to clamp 
down restrictions which 
good sense rejects in peace 
time. It does not. follow 
that we hurt the enemy by 
Vie. Oliver, ,etc making ourselves suffer. 
$006.) eves 630-1 The man who detests 
foo” rer we hs| prize-fighting at all times 
(ex, nee g.i5.| Genounces a boxing match 
fom Arnold mesents| 9. 9 hindrance to the war 
effort. 

Those who think that the 
undesirable features asso- 
ciated with dog-racing lead 
to wholesale national de- 
generacy shout for its sup- 
pression as a means of 
winning the war. 

The teetotaler and the 
non-smoker praise the new 
Budget and almost speak as 
if it made the war worth 
while. 
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Work and relax 


UR national motto is to 

be tough and energetic, 

to work hard, and to fight 
hard. 

But in the midst of their 
colossal effort the working 
people must have every 
reasonable relaxation of the 
tensions imposed on them, 


Some people like.going to ) 


the Royal Academy picture 
| show; others prefer the 
movie pictures... There is 
} no virtue about it one way 
| or the other. 

| What we-must fight is the 
| Prohibition’ mind. 


The combat men 
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that we hurt the enemy by 
making ourselves suffer. 
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Those who think that the 
undesirable features asso- 
ciated with dog-racing lead 
to wholesale national de- 
generacy shout for its sup- 
pression as a means of 
winning the war. 

The teetotaler and the 
non-smoker praise the new 
| wodest and almost speak as 
if it made the war worth 
while. 


Work and relax 


(Uk national motto is to 

be tough and energetic, 
to work hard, and to fight 
hard. 

But in the midst of their 
colossal effort the working 
people must have every 
reasonable relaxation of the 
tensions imposed on them, 

Some people like-going to 
the Royal Academy picture 
show; others prefer the 
movie pictures. There is 


i no virtue about it one way 


or the other. 
What we-must fight is the 
Prohibition: mind. 


The combat men 


HY cannot the fighter 
pilot, back from a 
sweep over France, get afew 
gallons of petrol for his 
motor-car when he has a 
short leave ?. Because there 
is a regulation. 
All men 


engaged in 


combat service are entitled} 


to such privileges as we can 
afford 

The agricultural worker, 
who enables us all to eat 
and drink, finds in many 
districts that he cannot get 
a drink or a smoke even 
though he has to pay 
through the nose for it. 

We ought to make every 
effort to get beer and baccy| ® 
tO the villages and. the 
industrial areas. 
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POLITICS | average age of the mineworker has risen | was also a demonstration of the Labour}: /, 

The Labour Party conference yesterday |@Ppreciably during the last three ‘years.|Party’s conviction that it had in its power|*~ 
approved a resolution in favour of | Longer hours would almost certainly lead|a contribution to victory which it could| 
maintaining the electoral truce and of to increased absenteeism, -less intensive}only make by accepting the heavy duties} | 
giving general’ cooperation in pro- work, and a higher accident rate, the effects | and responsibilities of office. They have}, 
moting the return of Government can- of which would be to offset any potential |loyally taken their part and as loyally | 
didates at Parliamentary by-elections. gains. An imaginative attack - on accepted changes of office which chang rh 
(pp. 2 and 4) absenteeism and slackness is much more |circumstances have brought about. Th 


‘ 


likely to produce results. General ex-| National Government does not submerg 
FINANCE AND COMMERCE hortation to incréased effort is misguided| parties but transcends them: Nor does 


The stock markets were idle and prices|#%d futile. Legal sanctions cam be use-|the political truce submerge parties; i 
eased a little on the news of Rommel’s fully applied only to the exceptional and|maintains. them. The existence of 
forward move in Libya, and in view of |0torious cases of persistent absenteeism | National Government does however maké 
the critical stage reached in the - deliberate slackness. Neither the} the case for the truce stronger than ever 
Kharkov battle. (p. 8) ay sa nor 9 Naa approach by pi The objects of party combination in th 

Damage estimated at as much as a solve the. problem as a whole. © oe Government are to win the war,-and | 
£1,594,000 was caused by fire in Great a is a sympathetic response a “ort the same time to make those adjustmer : 
Brit 4 Iréland last month. . The ers recent wage claim. It may Well D€ lin social conditions demanded by the nee 

ritain and Irelan . that this claim rests upon psychological|of war. This wholeheart d, ) 
corresponding estimate for April, 1941, olehearted, convi 


as much as economic reasons, being cooperation does i 
; not harmonize 
was £370,000. (p. 8) o prompted by consideration of the earning-| electoral} antagonism in the constituenci 


es | power of workers in munition industries—| hyt with cooperation carried into 


including a large number of men who have 


constitu be 
MORE COAL left the pits. The second requisite is tO) the danger ph fed all: acta 
The stark fact which faces the Govern-|°T¢@te confidence that the reorganization | ments may be defeated by the emer 


4:4.) necessary to an increase of production will] j¢ pon. 
ment and the country is that the British}, unhampered by any care for what at -party candidates. Lack of ¢ 


coal industry—before the war an exportet| another ‘time would be legitimate com- salle ri pat te n i ——— ' 
of more than 50,000,000 tons a. year—is| mercial considerations. . MR. ie bhuntiy: selie-thee 
now failing to satisfy the war-time needs Once the principle is accepted that 


ence that-men cannot sit together’ 
of the British home market. According megan Sep f left pring Wh Saat tnd Government and challenge each oth 
to the SECRETARY of MINES these needs} - werery wer veers the constituencies. What he propose 
a 000.000 or the Government becomes clear, at any | eet bs a lenicliakehadieal of sae 

now run at a rate of “ well over 4,000,000 | rate in broad outline. Ever since the last a 


‘tons a week,” with the demands of war) war, as our Labour Correspondent shows re Th all — are in! 

industries still rising, No official return|in an article elsewhere on this page, one asked for dithaciee ts ae pas rt 
of present output has been published, Government after another has felt itself Government candidates of whatever ti 

though a well-informed source has ne easingly obliged to intervene in on and’not-merely to refrain from oppost 

estimated the existing: gap between: cor: alfecting the organization of the coal: in- 


a member of another. party. A corolle 

dustry. In theory the Mines Department Party. /\ COrOms 

sumption and output at over 15,000,000| ha. ali the powers necessary to reorganize + pean. yer dagd Peres 
tons a year. The gap could no doubt be/the industry for higher production. But parties. Sprung y 


the conference w 
made to look smaller by improvident| these powers have proved inadequate in posal pms Meehan hn 
inclusion in the calculation of existing ee as to mo: the oie se fi sion ; and Mr. Morrison’s able advoy 
Riieten | stocks hitherto earmarked as reserves for he sel tas hie send’ eeiivell aaa only narrowly saved it from defeat. @ 
, | Stituenc ishi La 
ards .. an emergency. We shall, in fact, shortly in the riature.of thines be securedt by uitite | ncy parties, cherishing the 
hOUr .. be living on these reserves if we are not 


ih working more or less independently nor is eat ie-t Predagiraase ap . 
pf 1842 6|doing so already. But no drawing On|q flexible and. decisive policy possible gnts, g y 


: ; ‘ > mean t pe 
uests.. reserves and no manipulation of figures|without direct technical control, region- can to exercise them, as well agg 
, ) complications in the still distant days 
-|can alter the fact that present output lags|ally and centrally. It may well be asked : lit; 1 ‘eatige Tike 

heth hi , ected party politics will revive. Ine 
, 10.2 p.m.| behind present consumption, and that the}WMeter this control can be effecte 


: except under a war-time Ministry re created the unfortunate and certalj 

im rises: |. i . -time ry Tel dectoned ; ae . 

b-day, ee eae d Loa sponsible for the production and. distri- | ,¢ cca ee a 
0 p.m. | menace both to the war effort and to the) bution of all forms of fuel and power and 


i in well-being of the civilian population in the | working through regional controllers in- corel = oe ee ae 

rday. coming winter. : tess with full executive ey. The sought of removing this impressiq 
Realization of the danger has induced |Precedent of the railways points the way 

the Government in recent weeks to con-|'° ® tried method of securing that degree 


| : | he 
p8 a.m. and | sider several plans. The first of these was pce —— snsetuding ia 1 gee : 3 A Change of Mind | 
4 }a.withdrawal of miners from the fighting| war of 4 vital national concern like the As the withdrawal of the bas? 


5 services or from munitions. Some with- coal industry. ‘The railways are leased to ration comes ever nearer we enti 
IMENTS drawal must probably be accepted as in-|the Government for the duration of the | ourselves by reflecting that we 
tion of the |cVitable; for in the absence of normal) War at an equitable rent, and are operated longer suffer from the. fashions) 
byal Empire | recruiting-for the mines, it is difficult to|*S * single national unit under Govern-|pjaint of schizophrenia; we & 
Royal Empire | see from what other source the normal ment direction, without prejudgment Of! Whole.minded in our pe He 


ee | ; the issue of privatefor public ownership or 
brd Brabazon | annual wastage of some 25,000-miners-can|nirot —The-eventual_decisionon_these 7am mm the car, It is well. 


rial lecture on| be replaced. But withdrawal on a scale|debated and highly debatable topics can each of us has a dual pe ty 

E Mechanical) sufficient not merely to maintain but|well be nee ‘until our enemies have x, eg ya ctabl "¥ on foe, 7" 
bn—‘‘ London | substantially to increase output would be|been defeated. The needs which have}, ... Re: Hyde ie whisks p 
nts, drawings, a confession of bankruptcy, and would |declared themselves in the coalfields would with offensive hoots, but put hi ane 
Pe ental Hail, | leave the world in doubt of the determina- seem to call for some such emergency 


' and he becomes on thé instant 
‘act the.Government, One purpose on 
fio. ot ve lism fis ge = in any case is for the moment paramount, ie a Disb recalls 


Kindest and most - n 
iy. é that the industry shall make its utmost. Agia 
at, front in Europe at the earliest practicable} ontribution to the war effort unhindered gentlemen who one day 


a | . ae : ride had hard work to Bree “I 
in, Over-Seas | moment, _A plan which admittedly entails | hy any consideration of sectional interest. oadesizinn. With.suddenahdauen is 
treet: Brother }a Weakening of our military striking force ) —_—_— malignity he exclaimed: “y wish: 
r the Unem-|and of our munitions productiqn stands eid eo * I“the fellow in two.” From ss} 
8 ad axhibition | ‘unreservedly condemned so long as any| Boa : pa | human if deplorable py scagecan ‘ 
0 yal Institute of alternative, however distastetul, is open. The first session of the new Japanese sary be preserved whether we | 
The second plaa is to reduce civilian) Diet, recently returned in true totalitarian oy 
. af . , read t JO RUE 
i pi consumption by rationing. -The Govern- tradition with a 99 per cent.-support of the . se — . 
‘ z ‘s policy and instructed | Government, was opened by the EMPEROR | - pe aha APs 
Ment seMOUNCED this ROMCY 80d Metre). erson yesterday. It was inevitably an in a town which is n shabby TR 
.T. Murphy ©n! cig WILLIAM BEVERIDGE to prepdre a P y y- y 


| sine prepere | occasion for inflated rhetoric, Since the|'° the healing of the ls ame, th 
ice: Annual ae The policy: still holds the field, open treachery of December q the success} the theumatic. a p 


‘ord a ciple of the scheme has yet been pro-| aggression has not unnaturally unsteadied| for the a fia tis 
Liv i nas! one Hall,|pounded. The dangers attending a| both the Japanese public and the Sig i : © oa 
rc: sea a || failure either to control consumption politicians. Tojo, the militarist Prime 


Minister, set a high-pitched tone. Hej, 
or to intrease production are manifest. told the Australians that they must recon-|1 0 one. 
pr| The Public has shown once more that it is] sider their attitude and take part in the| Oy) 

‘| prepared to accept any restrictions, how-| construction of the Greater East Asia or|or 
ever ‘drastic, provided that they are com-| ee the go oan ae ace der, eae 
prehensi uitably to} ve never been other than resolved not]. 
| prebe sive, that: my : iy . sa | merely to suffer but to “damn the conse-|¢t 
| ipa be |" quences.” As to China, Toyo assured). 
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Government “tO 
declared purpose of opening a second 
front in Europe at the earliest practicable 
moment. A plan which admittedly entails 
a weakening of our military striking force 
and of our munitions productiqn stands 
unreservedly condemned so long as any 
alternative, however distasteful, is open. 
The second plan is to reduce civilian 
consumption by rationing. . The Govern- 
ment announced this policy and instructed 
Sir WILLIAM BEVERIDGE to prepdre a 
scheme. The policy still holds the field, 
and no satisfactory alternative to the prin- 
ciple of the scheme has yet been pro- 
pounded. ' The dangers attending a 
failure either to control consumption 
or to increase production are manifest. 
The public has shown once more that it is 
prepared to accept any restrictions, how- 
ever drastic, provided that they are com- 
prehensive, that they apply equitably to 
all, and that the Government knows. its 
mind and gives a clear lead. A campaign 
for voluntary economy in the use of fuel, 
desirable though it may be, will not by 
itself satisfy these conditions. Even 
rationing does not automatically imply 
reduced consumption. It is a system to 
ensure that, if consumption has to be 
reduced, limited supplies shall be equit- 


Wittt = ts 


ably distributed. But where forced reduc- | « 


tion in civilian consumption of any 
essential commodity is a probability, if not 
a certainty, equity makes it imperative to 
anticipate the contingency by a scheme of 
rationing. This is the situation to-day in 
respect of fuel. 

The third plan, or series of plans, aims 
at increased output by means other than 
an increase of man-power, This aim is 
not, properly speaking, an alternative to 
either of the plans already discussed. 
Whatever may be done to bring back men 
to the mines, or to-restrict civilian con- 
is no excuse for failure, at‘a 
moment when every able-bodied man is 
needed for some aspect of the war effort, 
to secure the largest output possible from 
the men employed. Apart from such 
technical improvements .as the extended 
use Of coal-cutting machinery and 


mechanical conveyors, which can hardly 


affect immediate output on any consider- 
able scale, the methods of raising output 
fall into two main categories: increased 
efficiency of organization and increased 
efficiency of labour. 

For geological and other reasons the 
productivity both of different coalmines 
and of different seams. in a_ single 
pit varies enormously, One way to in- 
crease output would therefore be to 
concentrate the available labour force 
(particularly the limited number of coal- 
getters) on the most productive mines and 
seams, without regard either to the owner- 
ship of individual collieries or to their 
long-term output prospects. If such a 
policy were rigorously enforced it would 
probably result in the additional produc- 
tion of several million tons of coal within 
the first year of operation. It »would 
impose some hardships not only on the 
owners but also on the workers directly 


laffected. Many of the less efficient pits 


would go out of production altogether ; 
others would shut down. in part. Thou- 
sands of men would have to be transferred 


|to more efficient collieries—some of them |¢ 


at a considerable distance from their 
homes. ‘ 


‘There are several theoretically possible 


,|particular. longer working hours, 


less 
‘| absenteeism, . and . intensified. effort. 
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| straightforward i increase in working hours | 


‘jover the existing statutory limit of 74 per| 
though it Bas an a simplicity, 
probably not | 

“sarap even if the certain 0 
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in any case is for 


that the industry shall ritke its utmost : 


contribution to the war effort unhindered 
by any consideration of sectional interest. 


‘|malignity he exclaimed: 


Boastful Japan 


The first session of the new Japanese 
Diet, recently returned in true totalitarian 
tradition with a 99 per cent.'support of the 
Government, was opened by the EMPEROR 
in pérson yesterday. It was inevitably an 
occasion for inflated rhetoric, Since the 
open treachery of December 7 the success 
of their long and secretly contrived 
aggression has not unnaturally unsteadied 
both the Japanese public and the Japanese 
politicians. Tojo, the militarist Prime 
Minister, set a high-pitched tone. He 
told the Australians that they must recon- 
sider their attitude and take part in the 
construction of the Greater East Asia or 
suffer the consequences. The Australians 
have never been other than resolved not 
merely to suffer but to “ damn the conse- 
“ quences.” As to China, Toyo assured 
the Diet that. the power of GENERAL 
CHIANG KAI-SHEK was steadily diminish- 
ing. The boast is familiar and gains noth- 
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human if deplorable weakness wé 
soon be preserved whether we liked 
not. 
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ing in force by constant-repetition. China), 


is sorely tried, but is capable of adding; 


many a doughty fight yet to a record a: 
gallant as any. Toco, the - Foréigr 
Minister, sounded the call “ India for the 
“Indians,” and asked Indians “coura 
geously ”’ to rise and win emancipatio; 
—the kind of emancipation which woul; 
conform, to that old and cynical definitid 
of equality—* frogs under a flagstone.” 

The threat both to Australia and | 
India may be imminent. But on a lon 
term view the position which the ene 
has already achieved and may-yet achi¢ 
is precariously based. His lines of ce 
munication are long and exposed. 
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chant tonnage and tha 
been warned to expec’ 
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, tHE Daily Express is. con- 
vineed that Mr. Dalton is 
wrong. 
| He is wiong in his belief 
rat extra miners cannot be 
nd. 
me is wrong dies he 
lares that efforts to per- 
ide the public to save fuel 

Pluntarily have failed. 

For a fortnight this news- 
paper has been running a 
luel-saving cempaign. It 
has had big results. 
Much more could have 
been done if the vast 
machinery of propaganda at 
Ihe disposal of the Govern-| - 
ment had been used. It has 
not. 


Fuel for arms 


VEN the. saving of 
10,000,000 tons a year 
will not meet the fuel] 
demands of war industry. | 
On present output from, 


m the mines there would no 


be enough ccal for. th 
Government to honour if 
ration coupons next wints 
We must have far mo 
coal hewed. Lost man-pov 
| from the mines raised t 
problem. Restored mart 
power must be the answer 


After Dunkirk 


ae nae 


PHS Start of the presq 
coal shortage goes bt 
to Dunkirk. : 

At that time 140,000 skill 
miners were allowed to: ent 
in the forces and to lea 
mining for other work. 

There was panic in th 
coal trade then, because th 
French and other Buropea 
markets had gone. It w 
not foreseen that inside two 
years the expanded war 
effort of Britain would be 
making greater demands for 
British coal than all the 
| efforts of peace-time Europe. 


Why the gap? 


OAL in abundance waits 
to be raised from the] 
seams of Britain, To smelt 
the steel, to drive the 
engines, to work the machine 
tools, to expand the war 
effort to any size we need| + 
for victory. ~ a 
The coal is waiting. The e) 4 
men who can use:the ¢oal|- 
are waiting. Where are the tie rh 
miners ? @0l 
Why are they Still in the; 
forces and in other jobs 
when there is this extra-| 
ordinary hiatus in our War) ‘Ho 
effort ? | By! 
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New fuel pla 
coupon plan | 
SCrapped | “seman w 


BY OUR POLITICAL instead of h ; 


CORRESPONDENT : 
HE Beveridge scheme for teanl ania can 
fuel rationing, due to come | leave from France f’ 


into operation on June 1, has|° @ier friends beggec 
been dropped, and after Whit- porerse home a ham j 
gun a new Government scheme, 6 lies? . 
covering coal production, con-| |. he hams née; 
sumption, and the reorgania- rance. .The. exph 

tion of the mining industry,| Ws given by 


_| Teownroe, speak 
pa be submitted to Parlia United Associ; 


The new proposals will be at audoeer aa 


issued as a White Paper, stated T he --sers 
Sir Stafford Cripps in the , 
Commons yesterday. Various| 4 ned his 
interests are being consulted 

on reorganisation. 


The seriousness of the situa- 
tion for the Government lies in 
the fact that it had accepted 
the proposals and so had the 
Labour Party. Es 

Yet, faced with opposition 
from the .powerful Conservative 
1922 eae an Ba the full text of 
the proposals has been. with- 
held from the House and prob- | 
ably discarded for == 


un derstand that the Cabi 
at ecision was a. Majori 
one and far from unani 
It was rumoured in the 


President Board ™ 
Trade, had offered his resigna- 
tion to the Prime Minister, but 
that it had not been accepte 
Conservative M.P.s are- yil- 
ant over their victory, and the 
Socialists will meet today to dis- 
cuss their attitude to the Gov- 
ernment’s unexpected decision. 


Their leaders will be asked 
to insist, under threat of 
withdrawing their — of 
the —~Government, the | 

acceptance of cabeur’n. P the 

for reorganisation the 
' mining industry. 

These would be opposed even 
more bitterly than coupon 
scheme by the 1922 Comanities. 
and it is now for the Govern- 


ment to “find an alternative 
scheme. | 
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created. More man-power may still be 
needed ;. in fact, responsible spokesmen 
do not conceal the fact that it is desirable. 


|But Australia is already prepared to give 


a far better account of herself than would 
have been possible if her then slender out- 


“|post defences had not given the’ first 


Japanese advances so hot a reception last 
winter. 

' A general survey of the whole horizon 
shows that everywhere in Europe, in Asia, 
and in Australasia, except for the R.A.F. 


' | bombing offensive from British bases, the 


initiative is still to a great extent in the 


{hands of the enemy. It is still far easier 


for the Germans and the Japanese to 
choose their own line of action and their 
Own point of attack than it is for the allies. 
Though here-and there the darkest of the 
shadows have lifted from their fronts, 
none of them has yet come into the sun- 


clouds on the horizon. No one can doubt 
that they portend further serious trials. 
And yet that horizon, if still menacing, ts 
not quite so unrélievedly black as it was 
a short time ago. It is more broken, and 
there are lighter patches amid the rack of 
the storm. We fight for respite now, but 
if we go on fighting in the spirit of the 
past few weeks it may not be long before 
we ‘are’ fighting with more positive aims 
in view. | 


4 


A Dangerous Delay 


The Government’s postponement of a 
decision ori the rationing of fuel is serious 
and may be grave. The concluding words 
of the LEApER of the House of COMMONS 


in last week’s debate had the note of 
urgency. If the scheme before Parliament 
was to be applied it must. be applied 
quickly, and he named June | as the date 
on, which. it should come into force. | The 
Government’s indecision means that by no 
possibility can a scheme be ready on. that 
date. The second white paper, contain- 
ing. the Goverrtment’s..own proposals, 
which was expected to be ready before 
now, is not to be presented ‘till members 
of Parliament reassemble after Whitsun- 
tide. If the Whitsuntide recess is some-, 
where near the normal length, and if 
Parliament is to have a few days to con- 
sider the proposals before discussing them, 
the middle of June will have come before 
an operative decision can be taken. No 
scheme of fuel. rationing. based. on~ the 
registration of domesti¢ users and on an 
assessment of their-Needs can be put in 
working order int a week or a month. 
The proess, NOwever simplified; cannot be 
| aaaiso simple as that. 

When the relative needs of consumers 


have. been ascertained the business of | 


arranging supplies has to’ begin. A 
Government scheme of rationing must. be 
as efficient as it is equitable. It must 
ensure the supplies. to which consumers are 
entitled.” When Str STAFFORD CRIPPS 


: 


light, and there are still heavy black | 


}gavé thespractice a gréat Extension and 


journalism, .CHARLES KNIGHT. 


| 


is indicated also by- the large expansion of | 
the training staff, described in an article 
on another page. 3 
The Home Guard has had its ups and 
downs, its grumbles and its deficiencies, 
some of which have not yet been filled. 
Yet, when the force and the effort which 
raised and built it are taken as a whole, 
they must be admitted to represent one 
of the most remarkable conceptions and 
indeed achievements in our military 
history.| Some of the hafidicaps which 
have caused impatience are insurmount- 
able, because, with few exceptions, all 
ranks in the Home Guard are engaged 
in civil work of national importance. 
In spite of these handicaps a force has 
been created which already plays an indis- 
pensable part in our system of defence and 
has improved beyond comparison since 


those anxious days of May, 1940, which 
witnessed its birth, 


ee ee 
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Gintemmmarenentily 


News in Pictures 


This morning tribute is due to a new 


arrival among. the centenarians—the 
Illustrated London News. - Just two cen- 
turies before the great printer-advénturer 
launched his proud galleon on the perilous 
seas, a newspaper named Mercurius 
Aulicus had contained illustrations. Later 
in the seventeenth ‘century the news-sheets 
and broadsides had been enlivened with 
woodcuts; and _ the eighteenth..century- 
a 
not so great technica] improvement, which 
led,-in 1832, .to the Penny Magazine of 
another adventurer and pioneer in 


You meaner beautizs of the night 
That poorly satisfy our €yes »«... . | 
'‘What.are you whenithe moon shal rise ? 
The meaner beauties of the ‘Knight were 
dimmed by the newly. risen moon of 
Y 


Queen-of Bohemia. 
LL mn News, as the article 
wee sets out, was the first of 
ake the illustrations, part of 
va then—though not perhaps 
.now—meant what was 
wes must be what is now 
called up to datg. Every picttire must tell 
its part of the story of the hour. Perhaps 
not even those engaged to-day in keeping 
newspaper illustration up to datecan form 
any close idea of what the struggle must 


so dictatoriallyia: 
new. The pict 


True, a weekly @3Wspaper shad chances 
denied to a daily newspaper. But, witht 
indulging in the always fond speculation 
about what might®ot have happéned but 
for something se, illustrated/ daily 
journals may retkler homage to the 
adventurous weekly which first ' 


proved 
that old Father Time could be rac and 


picto 


have been like &® hundred years ‘ago. |: 


‘FUEL RATIONING 


SIR W. BEVERIDGE | 
ON HIS PLAN 


A REPLY TO CRITICS — 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 
Sir.—The . task given me by the 
Government two months ago of reporting 
on the most equitable and effective method 
of rationing fuel is ended. The problem 
of ensuring and distributing supplies of 


May I try to clarify some of the issues in 
this vexed and vital problem ? 


There are issues both of method and of 
policy, of how to ration the domestic con- 
sumption of fuel and of whether to ration it 
at all. In examining these issues the nature 
and purpose of rationing must be borne in 
mind. Rationing is not a means of reducing 
supplies : itis a means of ensuring that what- 
ever supplies are available are shared fairly. 
Rationing of food is a means of keeping all 
people sufficiently fed; rationing of fuel is a’ 
means of keeping all people sufficiently warna 
and lit, if there is not enough in total both 


are fortunate have midre than is necessary. 
As regards the method of rationing, there 
are some questions of purely technical im- 
portance raising no issue of principle: 
Whether coal, gas, electricity and paraffin 
should each be rationed separately or should 
be combined under a points system, whether 
deliveries of fuel should be controlled by 
surrender of coupons or should be recorded 
by marking of cards or other documents, are 
questions of rationing téchnique, not of prin- 
ciple. To erect such questions into funda- 
mental issues is to lose sense of proportion ; 
consumers and traders could learn to work 
¢ither system. The reasons which led me, in 
.prepating my outline scheme, to believe that 
@ points system with coupons is both the 
‘simplest and most effective for fuel and ‘the 
most economical of staff have been stated, 
by me and rieed not be repeated; I have still 
ho doubt personally as to the rightness of 
this technical conclusion. But there are some 
questions of rationing method which are ques- 
tions of pririciple not of technique. Once. 
shortage of any essential article is in prospect, 
the Government cannot. scape responsibility 
for ensuring that it is distributed according 
to need. To reduce consumption propor- 
tionately all round by reference to a datum 
period is..aveqii 
“Gridiey’s. ra 


is indefensible; this is the other half of Sir 
Arnold Gridiey’s“scheme—for ‘coal and coke. 


domestic fuel for next winter remains. | 


to do this for everyone and. to. let..those: who: 


+; this is one half of Sir gene 
tioning scheme—for gas | pare 
d electricity. To leave-traders to determine: 
the rations tobe allotted to their ¢ustomers’ ... 


It means either that no serious attempt will) 
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be made 


to’ consider needs, of 
the first instance by the traders and 
that independent officials must be appointes 
to check them and to deal with complaint 
Moreover, if rationing be Ss necessary, 


Government cannot avoid assessment of ngé 


is, im every case in order to Obtain a basi 


Drtect distribution of supplies thropg¢h - 
traders””“Fhe.actual process of assessinent, 
be made very simpte;-indeed automatic 
most cases. . ee 
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would have been unnecessary. But to 
argue that the necessity should not have 
occurred is at this stage irrelevant and a 
further waste of time. The necessity for 
rapid action stares the Government and 
Parliament in the face. 

No war-time rationalization of produc- 
tion, no reorganization of the industry, 
imperative and urgent though these may 
be, can ensure that next winter’s output 
will satisfy an uncontrolled demand for 
fuel, industrial and domestic. As Sir 
WILLIAM BEVERIDGE says in his letter on 
this page to-day, nothing short of the re- 
turn of all the miners in the armed forces 
would suffice for that. If rationing is to 
be equitably adjusted to needs, and sup- 


plies are to be available to meet those 


néeds, the plans of distribution must be 
complete and in working order by 
September. This means that they must 
be formulated now. The people are not 
in the Jeast afraid of rationing, whatever 
the means adopted. What they demand 
before all things is fair distribution. Un- 
fairness they would undoubtedly resent ; 
and they will not easily condone next 
winter the consequences of irresolution 
now. An apt sentence in SiR WILLIAM 
BEVERIDGE’S letter goes to the heart of the 
matter. Answering those who have made 
it a complaint that his scheme was pro- 
duced so quickly, he says that “ this was 
“the pace at which we learnt to work for 
“victory in the last war.” 


me ee 


The Home Guard 


- The Home Guard, originally known as 
the Local Defence Volunteers, has now 
completed two years of service. The occa- 
sion is fittingly marked by the honour 
accorded to the force by the KING, who 
becomes its Colonel in Chief. | What- 
ever may be in store, and without in- 
difference to the shortcomings that still 
exist, there may justly bé satisfaction with 
what has been accomplished and gratitude 


remded for the task.. After 
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tic - ~ rv ne 
thought worthy to be 
secondly, no amount of mechanical 
facility has allowed the picture-making 
process to elbow out the mind of the pre- 
senter. Whatever the subject, thought has 
been set to’ work upon the material 
supplied by the camera; proportion is 
maintained, and arrangement reveals and 
drives home the truth. ‘This is not the day 
on which to observe that, if the Illustrated 
London New§¥ were not illustrated, its 
letterpress would uphold it among the best 
of the weeklies. To-day is an occasion 
for reflecting on the quality which illustra- 
tion can give to journalism when it is 
directed with intelligence. 
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HOSTAGES 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 


Sir,—No. 378 (March, 1942) of the ‘* Inter- 
national Conciliation ” series, issued by the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
gives the text of the firfal act of the third meet- 
ing at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, of Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs of the (21) American republics, 
which is the most authoritativé instrument 
declarative of international law and relations 
as conceived in the Western. hemisphere. 

The thirty-third resolution is as follows: — 
‘‘ Humanization of War. The third meeting 
of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the 
American republics resolves to reaffirm the 
principles contained in_ resolution VI of 
Panama, humanization of war, and in resolu- 
tion X ‘of that meeting on the maintenance of 
international activities in accordance with 
Christian morality; and condemns the 
practice of holding prisoners as hostages and 
taking reprjsals on them as contrary to the 
principles of law, and -the humanitarian senti- 
ments which States must observe during the 
course of, hostilities.”’ } 

Your obedient servant, 
7 '- WYNDHAM A. BEWES. 

Odsey, Ashwell, Herts. 
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REWRITING THE GOSPELS 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES 


Sir.—Your leading article. “Cross and 
Swastika:”’ concludes with the words: *“* Many 


Christian Germans will wonder how soon the. 


iherties will be taken with the Gospels.” 
met interest that such liberties have 
| ith the Gospels, some time 

al 18, 1939, National- 

b0-called ‘‘ German 

he words. “ Salva- 

been struck out of 

. And some time 

the Reichsbischof 

of the “‘ German 

non on the Mount, 

vorte ’ (“* German 

‘cked by Christian 


on in a pamphiet/ 


ologians are much 
.even the simplest 
* meaning for our 


nithfully, 
'. WARBURG. 
N.W.11, May 12. 
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‘once men now in the Forces. 
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except by reducing stipplies to other consumers: 
Can that reduction be enforced without com- 
prehensive rationing, to secure fair-play anc 
prevent increased consumption 0 
tricity, or paraffin ? 
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Of course efforts to increase production of | ¢f 


coal are required im any case. 
general is not unpopular with consumers. But 
rationing of fuel has to make head against a 
general opinion that rationing should not be 
necessary, since there is ‘plenty of coal under- 
ground. Even when it is explained that 


getting. coal to the point of consumption} 


depends on organization and man-power, 
general doubt persists whether man-power and 
Organization in the mines have been handled 
wisely. Unfortunately, with a “i exception, 
all suggestions that can be made for increasing 
production, such as concentration of the avail- 
able labour upon the best seams in the best 
mines, temporary increase of miners’ hours, or 
reorganization of the industry, are highly con- 
troversial or highly speculative or both. The 


Rationing in | 4, 


exception—the one certain method of getting | 


more coal at once—is to increase the skilled 
labour’ in the mines by returning to them at 
If the Govern- 
ment and Parliament between them are not able 
to agree upon an effective and just rationing 
scheme, they must, in the national interest and 
for the maintenance of public moral next 
winter, agree upon that last method, even if it 
means bringing back to the pits nearly every 
skilled miner in the Forces, irréspective of his 
unit and rank. 

May I, in conclusion, in order to show the 
nature of the fuel problem, comment on two 
criticisms that have been made on my 
proposals ? 

On the one hand, some critics have assumed 
that everything not specifically mentioned in 
my published outline had been forgotten by 
me. They have supposed that I had not 
realized that cases of sudden illness may 
need additional fuel, that some houses 


require more fuel than others to provide} 


the -same living comfort for the - same 
number of inhabitants either because they have 
been damaged by bombs or because of their 
structure or methods of heating, that persons in 
some occupations may need more fuel than 
others. Their suppositions weré wrong. I 
included all these and other possible grounds 
for special additions of fuel in my original 
proposals. But all attempts to do justice in 
individual cases increase the administrative 
complexities of any rationing scheme. I did 
not wish to embarrass those who would have 
to administer rationing by. saying anything in 
public to commit them to more complexities 
than might ultimately seem feasible ; I avoided 
naming all the grounds for special additions 
that seemed likely to arise, while stating 
that such additions were under considera- 
tion. «It. is, in my view, a fundamental 
requirement of fuel rationing that it should 
make provision for great variety of individual 
needs. This fact is a reason for trying to avoid 
fuel rationing by maintaining full supplies. It 
is not a reason for rationing harshly and 
unjustly on the plea of simplicity. 

Qn the other d, objection has been taken 
© the speed with which I prepared my Report. 
ut the facts left me no.choice. Keeping con- 


sumers warm next Avinter depends upon con- | 


trolled stocking in private cellars and upon, 
rearranging distribution on the basis of needs 
rather than:on the basis of former trade. Stock- 


ing should be beginning now ; rearrangement 


of distribution is an affair of many months. 


Plans for next winter’s fuel are already over- |. 
ldue. One of my critics m-Parliament described 


it as frivolous of me to have prepared a scheme 
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Fu di Ra ion . See The Secretary for Mines has sosliadas that 


peck: the Government are considering a scheme for 
_ here was criticism of the| F = | Jim reorganising the coal industry, which appears 
-Government’s fuel rationing! to resemble in broad outline the suggestion 
) . F ec recently put forward by the National Council 
scheme in the House of Lords; F ae 
yesterday | ee | of Labour. A National Coal Board would be 
Lond Gainfor Ae a nentinemedaedl set up to control the industry, composed of 
: f d Si Ayana representatives of the Government, the Mine- 
Beccary aad eae . - a ners’ Association, and the Mineworkers’ 
Gridley’s scheme, and saic sderation. Its chief duties would be to secure 
that Durham miners with most efficient management of the industry 
whom he had talked were d to even out profits and wages over the 
against rationing. ustry as a whole. That such a scheme 
ys —— with aga —_ uld be preferable to the present disorderly 
snou possioie to g e ing of the industry goes without saying, 
sditheut the Beveridge a” it must be clearly recognised that every- 
Lord Elton said that the scheme| The story ¢ ie would depend upon the vigour—and 
meg poem a ae oer igg ogy clerk was ind tion—of Government representation. The 
e country, and suggested that i 


tory of British industry in the last twenty 
pet propa ae toe fou somdeany the om him i s is one of the melancholy consequences 
ni lty would not have arisen. “self-government in industry "—which is 


Replying for the Governmen euphemism for monopolistic, restrictive 
Loni's added nothing to w P po 


nei hos std itrol. The balancing of the owner inttrest 
oe : ine Se ; 9 . the inclusion of organised labour is not a 


upens Opposed 
‘The Midland group of | 
scussed fuel rationing last eke | 
he general feeling was that if} 
' the’ Government was satisfied that 
ext best vod pt = - 
winter, every 
rs 4. to. expand 
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signincance Oo +m 
been drummed IF u 
tive minds of the Unitet mions. This 
point may, in the light of wrens prove t 
most impressive gain of all, | , 
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mad re) 
ratiosing -was the Ol 
then it.would have to be suppo 


ficient safeguard. The worker, too, views — 
dustry from the producer angle, and mono- | 
ly can benefit wages as well as profits. All | 
re reorganisation must have the ee 
rest to the fore. It will be for bef 
ment: representatives on sng Coal 


i 
MINERS’ WAGES 
Sir,—Before the public — fling 
any moréd mud at the miners they 
should find out the conditions 
they have to work under. 
Now that some of our M-P.s are 


about their wages as age Bg ee 
in a Shelter last week, I heard 
one of these. workers say that for 
the last four weeks in succession 
he had drawn £2 5s, 6d. They 
"9 the lowest/ paid workers of 
a 

Not much to live on 
times, Until there is 
equality in wages, there 
always be discontent. 

OLD MINER 


WESTERN MAIL & SOUTH. WA 


CRIPPS AND STAT E 
CONTROL OF THE 


MINES 


| E London correspondent of the 

Western Mail stated in yester- 
day's paper that Sir Stafford Cripps, 
the’: Leader of the House of Com- 
mons, Was unyielding in his demand 
that there must be “effective 
/Government control of the (coal) 
jindustry, ’ and that he might even 

“consider his position” if his pro- 
posals were “unduly whittled 
down.” 

How far the implications of these 
arn phrases are Socialistic in 

eir relation to the existing contro! 
depends on how they are inter- 
preted by Sir Stafford and those 
members of Parliament with whom 
he is co-operating. 

tf they mean the adoption of 
the main features of the s 
tion scheme of the National C 
of Labour then a political c 
not only possible but inevit 

Such action would not add one 
jota to the authority now exer- 
cised by the Government over the 
industry through, and within the 
limits of, the organisation which 
it has created and perfected 
specifically for its purpose over 
the past three years. It would, 
moreover, raise political and 
economic issues of _— sufficient 
igravity to shake the present 
Coalition Government to its very 
foundations, if not to bring about 
its collapse. 

Would the Labour party itself 
sisurvive the shock? As recently as 
september, 1941, Sir Walter 
Citrine, speaking on behalf of the 
General Council of the Trades 
‘iUnion Congress at the Edinburgh 
annual conference, explained that 
it. had restricted to two. clauses 
only its efforts to secure the repeal|. 
of the whole of the Trade Disputes 
and Trades Union Act, 1937, be- 
cause of the council’s anxiety to 
avoid any party controversy which 
would be likely to impair national 


effort in the prosecution of the 
war, 


WAYS: OUT OF DIFFICULTY 


| The problem which calls for solu- 
| tien is raising the national coal*out- 


or, alternatively,—rationing the 


ev dilskic supply in order to secure 

jadequate deliveries to essential 

lindustries. Both these objectives 

are attainable through the existing 

organisation. Output can be in- 

)creased. by 

| (1) the return of ex-miners from 

: Forces; 

sing of the proportion of 
loyed at the coal face}) . 

(3) By the -elimination of avoid-|* 

ible absenteeism; and 

hte By such action as may 
cticable to secure the gin Se. 


ible output from the ae 


mines and man-power. 

As to rationing, if Sir William 

he was right in, his: estimate 
a saving of 10,000,000 tons per|im 
num under his | domestic baal 

scbi ane. ag" Pe, extension” 


By ECONOMIST 


in the light. of which the attitude of 
Sir Stafford Cripps should be con- 
sidered. The Government is, of 
course, justified in adapting its 
policy to changing. conditions, for 
good cause shown. No evidence 
however, has yet been spenienil 
that the scheme of the National 
Council of Labour will give the 
country any more coal, and it is 
Strictly relevant to the issue now 
raised by the Mineworkers’ Federa- 
tion that both the coal industry and 
the Government are pledged by 
declarations of national policy not 
to disturb the pre-war joint volun- 
tary machinery for the regulation 
of industrial relationships except to 
the extent provided by the Condi- 
tions of Employment and National 
Arbitration Order. 

“The policy of the Government,” 
said the White Paper on “Price 
Stabilisation and Industrial Policy,” 
“is to avoid modification of the 
machinery for wage negotiations 
and to continue to leave. the various’ 
voluntary organisations 


with their estimate of the relevant 
facts.” 


PACT OF 1940 


In March, 1940, the Mining Assoel 


ciation and the Mineworkers’ 
Federation, both inspired by a 
desire to safeguard the industry 
against d@ recurrence of the chaos 
and .strife which followed that of 
1914-18, entered into a pact pro- 
viding for the continuance of the 
district wage arrangements for the 
period of the war except in. sa. far 
as they might be altered by mutual 
agreement. 

When, in April, 1941, the miners, 
in spite of that pact. took their 
demand for a National Board and a 


uniform national minimum wage: of 


£4 per week to the Government 
they were informed by the Presi-{ 


ject of rates of wages as a matter } 
for negotiation under the existing 
machinery, and could, therefore, not 
agree to legislation which wane 
compel the —establishment__of _ 
National Coal Board.” 

There has been no change of oir- 
cumstance which makes these co - 
mitments less binding. and tt 
they were a year oe es 
ses joreperation it i. is “with 
a it pie 

sity of the ation ee 


pledged. to pone . cae 
contravene: issues ae hm 

pair national unity, and in t 
“s ireumetances Be ee 


ment. 


free to} 
reach their decisions in accordance} 


dent of the Board of Trade that} 
“the Government regard the sub-{ 
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Report by Sir William Beveridge, 
to the President of the Board of Trade 


esented by the President of the Board of Trade’ 


to Parliament by Command of His’ Majesty — 
April, 1942 | 


FRE TL 


To the Rt. Hon. the President of the Board of Trade. 


In response to your request on 17th March, 1942, for a report on the most 
equitable and effective methods of restricting and rationing the consumption 


of fuel, I submitted to you on 13th April, 1942, an Outline Scheme of 
Domestic Fuel Rationing prepared by myself with the'désistance of Sir Stephen 
Tallents, with an introductory Memorandum. The Memorandum is given 
below without change of substance, though with a few corrections. The Out- 
line Scheme has been revised and improved.in some important particulars, 


as the result of discussion with yourself and with officers of your Department; 
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gand April, 1942.° 


and is now given as revised. 


Il have the honour to be,. 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


‘ W. H. BEVERIDGE. 
roth April, 1942. ou 6s (tg 
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To Sir WILLIAM BEVERIDGE, K. ne B. 
My pear Sir WILLIAM, 


I am much indebted to you for your memorandum and revised outline 
scheme, and for your letter of April roth. 


As you know, His Majesty” s Government, while not, of course, committed to 
all the details in your report, have decided to introduce as soon as possible 


_ @ comprehensive scheme of fuel rationing. 


I should like to take this opportunity’ of thanking you for the very valuable 
help which you have given, and are continuing to give, us in connection with 
this most important and intricate problem. 


Yours sincerely, 
mT Hue Darton. 
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FUEL RATIONING.. _ o 


MEMORANDUM AND OUTLINE SCHEME 
Sir WILLIAM BEVERIDGE 


Outline Scheme and Main Princtples.—The Outline Scheme given below has 
been prepared, with a view to suggesting the most equitable and effective 
methods available for rationing the domestic consumption of fuel. It has been. 
prepared under considerable pressure of time and some of its details are pro-. 
visional. - The main principles of the Outline Scheme are, I believe, the only. ° 
ones on which fuel rationing can be attempted with any hope of success. 
These principles are: comprehensiveness, that is to say, the inclusion of all 
important fuels; a points system with interchangeable coupons; fixing of the 
_ Tation by assessment of present needs, not as a percentage of consumption in 

a datum period; registration of consumers with suppliers, and control of dis- 


tribution by the results of this registration. In submitting the scheme I call 
attention to certain general considerations. 


Special Difficulties in Rationing Fuel.—Fuel rationing differs from food 
rationing in the following, among other, respects: — | 
_ (1) In order to be equitable, fuel rationing must cover practically all 
fuels which are in general use, that is to say coal, coke, gas, electricity; 
and paraffin: Food rationing in Britain, both in this war and in the last 
war, has left out the most important foodstuff of all; each consumer has 
been able to meet his individual needs by greater or less consumption of 
bread. Failure to adjust the ration to individual needs will be more 
serious in regard to fuel, where rationing must be comprehensive, than 
in regard to food, where bread can be left free. uh ' g 
(2) The units for fuel rationing must be households, which vary much.:: 
more widely in their needs than do the units for food rationing, which are 
individual human beings. Subject to broad and easily ascertainable: 
differences of sex or age, the food requirements of different human beings 
are broadly similar; the difficulty of providing calories for heavy work 
can be mét largely by communal feeding and provision for special indus- 
tries like mining and agriculture. The fuel requirements: of different 
families vary not only with climate, but with the size, structure and. 
internal equipment of the houses in which they find themselves; the 
requirements vary also with the size of the families and the occupations of 
their members. pe en cbt ile wit biadiancdeice cay OM 
’ (3) While food, broadly speaking, is bought for immediate consumption. 
and is paid for at the same time, the methods of obtaining and paying 
for fuel make control of consumption under rationing exceptionally difi- 
' cult. The difficulties are different for solid fuel and for gas and electricity. 
Solid fuel can be bought, and to a large though varying extent is ae 
in advance, ‘so that the problem of accounting for stocks arises. [ 
~ consumption of gas and electricity, on the: other hand, cannot. be deter--—__-_ 
. mined until some time after consumption has taken place. There is no 
‘water-tight method of preventing excess consumption of gas and elen- 
tricity. Another difference between food and clothing. on the one hand 
~~ and fuel on the other hand relates to the place at which each is supplied 


and ‘at which, therefore, rationing control must be applied 
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alike are delivered, to the customer at his residence; coupons must be 
collected there by agents of the suppliers not under his direct supervision 
and not always well suited to such tasks. 


(4) While foodstuffs are, in the main, corisumed ditectly by human 
beifigs in private houses and establishments, fuel is used more largely for 
industrial purposes than in domestic consumption. Supplies of fuel for 
these industrial and domestic purposes are dealt with together at all stages 
of the distributive process: Effective control of traders in meeting needs 
for domestic consumption is difficult or impossible without equal control 
over supplies for industry. 

«In all these respects, fuel’ rationing presents materially greater difficulties 

than food rationing. It cannot be expected to work so.smoothly. While I 

am satisfied that the special difficulties of fuel rationing can be overcome, these 


difficulties must be faced before a decision to ration is undertaken. There 


remains the difficulty of staff—a difficulty common now to all extensions of 
Government activity. | | / 

Staffing problems.—The pen of staff is serious, in respect alike of 
numbers and of quality. The number of temporary clerks required for issue 
of ration books may be of the order of 15,000 distributed between about 1,500 
local Fuel Offices or may be less than two-thirds of that number; no close 
estimate can yet be made. These are likely to be required-for a period of 
six weeks or possibly two months; after that a small proportion of whatever 
number was requited for issue of the tation books should suffice for current 
administration. An additional difficulty is that, on the most probable time- 
table, fuel rationing will require its maximum staff at the very moment when 
food fationing may be in the same position, namely from 15th June to 31st 
July, 1942. But the question of numbers of staff is less difficult than that of 
quality:: The’ infinite variety of fuel needs can only be met by giving con- 
siderable discretion to Local Fuel Officials; they must have not only com- 
petence and’ standing but time to exercise that discretion wisely. The Fuel 
Overseers whom I have seen both in England and in Scotland have impressed 
me favourably. But they were probably picked individuals and many of 
them have also other duties. 


Burden on Suppliers.—The last paragraph refers only to the staff of the 
Rationing Department and not to the staffs of those engaged in supplying or 
distributing fuel. The scheme has been devised so as to reduce to a minimum 
the additional duties of suppliers through rationing, but some additional work 
in collecting coupons and adjusting their supplies to their sales is inevitable. 
There are some directions in which economies of man-power in distributing 
fuel ag’ | still be made, by rationalising the retail trade in coal and by com- 
bining the reading of gas and electricity meters, but the need for protecting 
their staffs against further eo and indeed of adding to their present 
staffs was emphasised by all the representatives of suppliers with whom the 
scheme has been discussed. ey | 

“Consultation with Consumers and Suppliers.—In preparing the scheme with 
the assistance of Sir Stephen Tallents I have consulted representatives of 
women’s organisations, as persons familiar with the needs of consumers both 
in England in Scotland, and representatives of the supplier of coal (at 
i electricity (at.three meetings) an 

se three groups of suppliers’ i snggetlue hig I sent 
: that meeting, I dis- 
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difficulties of any scheme as a ground for preferring the alternative of increased 
production, emphasised also their readiness to co-operate whole-heartedly in 
the scheme, should rationing be decided on by the Government. I think also 
that it is fair to say that the main principles of the scheme, as set out above, 
were recognised by most of the suppliers’ representatives, though in the case 
of gas and electricity with some division of opinion, as the right principles 
to be embodied in any scheme of rationing that might be found necessary. 


Consultation with Fuel Overseers.—I have discussed the problem also with 
eo three groups of Local Fuel Overseers drawn from Scotland, England and Wales, 
| and a group of boroughs in the North and East of London. All three groups 
_ agreed with the main principles of the scheme as set out in the first paragraph 
of this Memorandum. All of them, but particularly ‘the London group and 
‘ the representatives of the larger Scottish cities, strengthened my impression 

of the need for very material improvement in the machinery for distributing 

solid fuel according to the needs of consumers and of the difficulty of doing 
\ this without a full rationing system. To the London group, whom I saw last, 
I described in as much detail as possible the nature of the work that they 
would be called upon to perform under the Outline Scheme. They expressed 
ful! confidence in their ability to undertake it and to obtain the necessary:staff. 


| Honouring the Ration.—All groups consulted—women’s organisations, 

| suppliers and Fuel Overseers—emphasised the importance of ensuring that 
supplies were available and distributed to meet the ration. The rationing 
system outlined below is based on a points system with interchangeable 
coupons, so that in one sense there is’no specific amount of any one of the 
rationed fuels which any individual can formally claim. But each individual 
will reasonably claim that he should be able to obtain fuel up to his ration, 
in some form which he can use with the internal equipment of his house. 

This inevitably in a large proportion of cases means coal. Once fuel is: 
rationed, supply of the appropriate quantities of coal for domestic consump-. 
tion should have a high priority, second only to direct operational require- 
ments. , 


Extent of Rationing Cut.—_Taking into account coal used for gas and 
electricity and certain other forms of consumption similar to that of ordinary 
domestic consumers, a saving of 10,000,000 tons a year could be 
secured by an average cut of about 12 per cent. or one ton 
in eight. I cannot yet give the actual rations proposed. Further enquiry. 
as to present consumption is needed and is being made. But if a cut of 124. 
per cent. can be distributed scientifically and equitably over the whole body 
1, of domestic consumers, it is hard to believe that it would cause serious hard-. 
ship. An effective rationing system would give the poorest consumers. at 
least as much as they have received this winter and in Many~casés more. 


| Alternatives to Rationing.—I began my present enquiry with considerable 
he doubt as to the desirability of rationing fuel and with a preference for the 
| alternative method of improving production, either by concentration of. the 
| available labour force on the best seams in the best mines or by a war-time 
increase in the statutory hours of work. Even if rationing is practicable, as \ | 
I_believe_it_is, the question may still be asked whether a deficiency of the | 
order of magnitude named above, namely, 10,000,000 tons, would not be met : 
better and more temas & by the alternative method’ of increasing production 
as the’ main measure, combining with this an appeal for voluntary economy (~~ 
in households and restrictions on establishments and industries. I am not {© 
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in a position to judge with special knowledge how much can be expected at . 
once from efforts to increase production, but almost irrespective of these maneaiee 
probabilities, I now ofa to the conclusion that since rationing on 


conditions is certainly practicable the case for manne is made out.” — 
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The Case for Rationing ~The eto ei for rationing may be samimed up 
under four heads: — 


(rt) That none of the measures alternative to rationing secures correct 
distribution of whatever coal there is. Nothing short of distribution to 
merchants on the registered and assessed needs of customers, that is 

to say, by rationing, is likely to be adequate for that. 


(2) That difficulties of fair distribution in the coming year will be 
increased not only by diminution of domestic supplies but by increase 
of consumers’ demand. | Additions to consumers’ purchasing power 


through increase of earnings inevitably get directed towards increased . 


consumption of any article that is not rationed. 


_ (3) That provision should be made ahead not for 1942 only but for 
1943. Even if 12$ per cent. be thought sufficient now, more might be 


needed later. Prudence suggests the desirability of introducing rationing | 


while it can be mild, so that it may work without disaster if the screw 
has to be tightened. 


(4) That the public will prefer fair compulsion and will reject appeals. 
The’ second and third of these arguments are the most important. If 


 fationing of fuel is ever going to become necessary as the strain of war 


increases, it should be introduced now, and not later, when in an untried 
form, it may break under strain. But, even in the coming winter, it is 


| unlikely that. the supplies of domestic fuel, even if no less in total than last 


winter, can be distributed fairly without rationing, in face of a demand 
which shows clear sighs of growing and will certainly grow unless checked 
by rationing. There is much to be said for the view that ultimately rationing 

all, or nearly all, essentials is the unavoidable consequence of leaving 
increased purchasing power in the hands of consumers in face of diminishing 


: supplies. . Unless, ‘any | war, purchasing power in the hands of consumers 
t 


is restricted by definite State policy, ‘a money scramble for reduced supplies 
of essentials and comforts can be prevented only by adding to ordinary 
currency a ‘second currency of coupons distributed according to needs and 
adjusted to the supplies. ) 


\ 


Four Conditions of Sabceds: —Whatever view be taken on this issue, the 


vital need now is for a decision one way or the other. If the decision is. 


against rationing, the alternative measures of increased production should 
be pressed at once with a vigour sufficient to ensure results. If the decision 
is for rationing to apply next winter, the decision should be such as will make 
suécess in rationing possible. ‘There are four main conditions of success : — 


(1) The giving. of a ‘decision in time to allow of the printing and dis- 
tribution of ration books before consumption begins to.rise in September, 
'- of the collection and training of staffs, and of re-adj usting distribution to 


~ needs.’ This means that the decision must be given within the next few 


ee: 


ra . . (2) The setting. up forthwith of ‘the. seca | central oxginisation, ; 
a d ‘of Trade responsible ‘for - 


“that isto. say, a sa: 4p geal in the Boa: 
rationing and control of retail distribution of fuel. ‘This department 


ie should. take over. such portions of, the staff of the-Mines Department | 
ot ican eh cara cami ed ell iad "it oneee dee eeaded wot. 


pain Spe Pgae of, all kinds. ‘At romst Have added to:it 
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(3) Immediate re of the suppliers of fuel against any further 
depletion of their and equipment, pending further investigation of 
possibilities of rationalisation and economy of man-power. 


(4) Giving to supplies of domestic. coal. required to honour the ration | 
a priority second only to that of operational requirements. 


On these conditions, a scheme on the lines outlined below could be launched 
with good hope of succeeding, of reducing the domestic consumption of coal 
without inflicting serious hardship anywhere, and of preventing hardship and 
inequities which may be inevitable next winter without rationing. 


OUTLINE SCHEME OF DOMESTIC. FUEL RATIONING. 


1. Fuels and Class of Consumption covered. 


Rationing will cover the domestic consumption of coal, coke, gas, electricity, 
paraffin and any artificial. fuels mainly composed of coal or coke. Domestic 
consumption means the use of fuel for the purpose of keeping human beings 
warm, clean, fed and lit both in the places in which they live and in places, 
other than industrial, where they go to work, shop, eat, study or be enter- 
tained. Rationing accordingly will apply both to private households (to be 
described in the Rationing Order as ‘‘ domestic premises ’’) and to establish- 
ments of many different kinds, as described in paragraph 19 below. The 
following paragraphs 2 to 17 refer to private households only. 


Notr.—In order to be equitable and effective, fuel rationing must be seianediadaians 
To ration coal and coke only and leave gas and electricity free, (a) would be inequitable 
as between those wholly dependent on solid fuel and those able to use gas or electricity 
for part or the whole of their needs ; and (6) would be ineffective because rationing of 

in direct consumption would certainly lead to greater use of gas and electricity 
consuming coal in another form. Similar arguments apply to paraffin. The rationing 
scheme accordingly covers all important fuels except fuel oil, wood and peat. — Use of 

. fuel oil is confined to a limited number of premises mostly large : , its consumption can 
be controlled. and should be reduced in accord with the reductions made in fuel consump- 
tion generally. Exclusion of wood and peat from direct rationing does not exclude the 
possibility of taking them into account in assessing the need of rationed fuel in places 
where wood and peat are available and in common use. 


2. Household and Personal Rations. 


There will be both a household ration-and a personal ration. The household 
ration will be fixed for each household by an assessment of needs in the period 
covered by rationing and not as a percentage of consumption in a datum 
Ene pe and will represent the bulk of the fuel available for that household. 

rsonal ration will be a uniform allowance for each individual, to be 

used in the household in which at any time he finds himself. — 
- ‘Notz.—Fuel, in’ contrast to’ food and clothing, must in the main be rationed “by 
households rather than by individuals. Heat and light are mainly enjoyed in common, 
and the amount of fuel needed by any group of individuals depends on the nature and 
situation of the house in which they live. But the provision of a personal ration in 


_. addition makes it possible for individuals changing their address to take a fuel ration 
_ with them. 


The household } ration must be fixed dad assessment of present masa a -_ a datum 


(ay 2 that it: is: witié Natvieen those ‘ati had voluntarily reduced - their con- 
sumption in the datum period and those who had not done sq ; 


(b) that it is unfair as between the large and small consumer: 


: Bay be gcntnys pene hey ama caabanbreneenearacgl pac the datum period,. "> ‘ 
“vei # the datum period method were administratively. prt dy it An gist haye jd : Moe 
actory from the point of view thon: ars abit Sut ey : 
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3. Points system with coupons. 


All the different fuels will be rationed together under a points syateni with 
coupons, that is to say, each household will receive a certain number of 
coupons representing fuel units to he used for any of the rationed fuels as may 
be most convenient to it during the rationing period for that fuel. 

Notrre.—The interchangeability of the different fuels, and the fact that individual 
households with approximately the same total needs for fuel meet those needs in 
different ways according to the availability of coal, coke, gas, electricity or paraffin 
for different purposes, makes a points system for fuel rationing inevitable. Separate 
rationing of each fuel would involve individual examination not only of the needs but of 
the equipment of each of 12 million households. This is an impracticable administrative 
task. Unlike most articles now purchaseable under a points system, coal and coke as 
stated below (paragraph 12) will be purchaseable for éach household only from the 
supplier with whom that household is registered. 


4. Application for Ration Book. 


Every householder will be required to make application to a local Fuel Office 
for a fuel ration, giving particulars as to the number of rooms occupied, in the 
case of the larger houses the number of residents, the different fuels used by 
him and the purposes for which they are used, special reasons for which he 
claims more than the normal ration, any substantial stock of coal or coke 
held by him at rst June, 1942, and the name of the merchant with whom he 
is registered for coal or coke. Application forms will be distributed through 
the post to all householders and should. be in their hands about the middle 
of June. Household application forms should be sent in to the Fuel Office as 
soon as possible after they are received by the householders. 


5. Issue of household ration book. 


Each householder will receive, it is hoped during the first half of August, 

a ration book with a number of coupons for a year’s fuel consumption as 

assessed by the Fuel Office for the household on the basis of the facts in the 

application form. The coupons will represent units of fuel, each unit being 
1 cwt. of coal or its equivalent in coke, gas, electricity or paraffin. 

Notr,—The exchange values commonly suggested are that 1 cwt. of coal should be 


treated as equivalent to 14 cwt. of coke, 5 therms of gas, 90 units of electricity and 2 
gallons of paraffin. But these figures should be the subject of further examination. 


6. Issue of Personal Ration coupons. 
Each person entitled to clothing coupons will receive before 1st June, 1942, 
a clothing ration book, with a sheet of coupons to be used for obtaining fuel. 
Each of these coupons will be valid for 4 cwt. of coal or its equivalent in coke, 
gas, electricity or paraffin. 
Nore. —Provisionally it is suggested that the number of fuel coupons in the clothing 


book should be 15, giving a personal ration of 74 cwt. of coal a year or its equivalent 
in other fuels. 


7. Additional Personal Rations for Old or Sick Persons. 


Persons above 6 5 years of age or sick will be allowed to exchange some of 
_ their clothing coupons for additional rations of fuel. _ 
| Notz.—Enquiry has shown that old persons require fewer clothing coupons than the 


"average; if they were allowed to exchange 15 clothing coupons they. could 
altogether a double personal ration. . i 


8. Collection of coupons. 


wy 3 for coal, coke and paraffin will be collected as for food, i.e., either 
1 the supply is ordered or when it is bought or delivered. Coupons for gas 
| ectricity will be collected by the meter reader; that is to say after .con- 

: sumption has taken place. sed householder who fails to deliver coupons ‘for 
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gas or electricity at a meter reading as required will, in addition to the other 
penalties for unauthorised consumption under the Defence of the Realm Regula- 
tions, be liable to have his supplies cut off. Even if supplies are not cut off 
at once, excess consumption in the first rationing period will reduce the 
allowance in a later rationing period. 


9. Rationing period for coal and coke. 

Though the household ration books will not be issued until August, rationing 
for coal and coke will begin from 1st June, 1942. That is to say all coal or coke 
delivered to the hotissholder on and after that date will count against his ration, 
for the twelve months from Ist June, 1942, to 31st May, 1943. The personal 
ration coupons (para. 6) will be available for obtaining small quantities of coal 
or coke up to 2 cwt.. The delivery of larger quantities, particularly those 
required for stocking (para. 23) will be recorded by the supplier and made 
subject to surrender of coupons when the household ration books have been 
issued. Until the household ration books and coupons become available in 
August, every person delivering coal for domestic consumption will be required 
to record the delivery in an authorised form of record and the householder 
will be required to acknowledge delivery so that when the ration books have 
been issued coupons for these deliveries can be collected. After the ration 
books have been issued no further deliveries of coal or coke may be made to 
any householder until coupons have been collected for deliveries before then. 

NotE.—The natural rationing period for coal and coke is a year beginning at the 
time when cellar stocks are lowest and just before summer stocking up begins. In 
order to save transport in the winter months it is essential that householders able to 
stock coal in the summer should do so (see para. 23 below). But it is also necessary 
that these stocks should count against their ration: the whole object of stocking and 
rationing would be defeated if those who had stored coal in the summer could compete 
with their full quota of coupons for supplies coming forward in the winter. It is 
proposed accordingly that all coal or coke delivered on.or after 1st. June, 1942, should 
be counted against the ration, and that consumers should be required to surrender 
coupons for these deliveries either from their personal ration or when they get their 
ration books in August. This proposal has been approved by the Coal Trade Advisory 
Committee and the Merchants Consultative Committee as the simplest and most 
practical method of dealing with the problem of summer stocking of solid fuel. This 
proposal has the incidental advantages of making unnecessary any provisional 
a scheme (other than that now in force) and of securing immediate economies 
OT rue 

10. Rationing period for Gas and Electricity. 

At the first meter reading after 15th August coupons either from the house- 
hold or from a personal ration book will be collected by the meter reader for 
gas or electrcity consumed in the time since the previous reading, which will 
normally have taken place about three months before then. In most cases 
accordingly rationing will begin to apply to the consumption of gas or elec- 
tricity during May or June next. 


II. Rationing period for Paraffin. 

Rationing for paraffin will. begin on 1st June, 1942, the coupons from the 
personal ration book (para. 6) being used till the household ration books 
become available. Special arrangements will be made if necessary to enable 
consumers to buy small quantities of paraffin. 

12. Registration < Customers. 

supipliess and will be unable to obtain pence "an elsewhere. The registration of 
those not already registered will take place under a Fuel and Lighting Order 
to be made immediately. .All householders who are not already registered with 
a supplier should do so at orice. They will be required to enter the name of.. 
their registered ow ig he on the household application form. Small consumers 
previously exempted from registration should register with the supplier from. 


IO 


whom they have been in the habit of getting supplies. a householder 
having a difficulty in finding a supplier should apply to the Fuel Office, which 
has authority to assign the consumers to suppliers or transfer them from one 
supplier to another’ so as to bring about the greatest possible economy in 
distribution. i 

13. Fuel economy wstruction. ) 


. 


Householders will be instructed by an educational campaign— 
(a) in methods of planning their future consumption; 
(6) in methods of reducing their consumption by saving waste; 
(c) in methods of controlling their consumption by reading meters. © 
14. Principles of Household Assessment. 4 
In determining the fuel ration to be allowed to each household the Fuel 
Office will have regard to the following considerations— | 


(a) the locality of the household. For the purpose of fuel rationing | 
Britain will be divided into four regions from South to North and the « 


tations in each region will take account of the lower fuel consumption 
necessary in the South; | : 
(6) number of habitable rooms in the house; 
(c) in the case of the larger houses with, say, over 7 rooms, the degree 
_ to which each habitable room is occupied, as judged by the numbers of 
residents; | 
(d) special circumstances, making extra fuel necessary. . The circum- 
stances that will be taken into account for this purpose have not yet been 
settled finally. They should include, amongst others, use of the premises 
for business or professional purposes, e.g., as a shop, consulting room, 
business office, etc.; - } 


(e) any substantial stock of coal say one ton or more held by the 


household at Ist June, 1942. 


Nott.—The rations to be assigned to houses of each size in each locality carinot 
yet be named, pending completion of an enquiry now proceeding as to actual 
consumptions under war conditions. If, for the sake of illustration, the standard 
household ration for a home of a certain number of rooms in London is put at 60 ewt. 

- then, with two inhabitants each with a personal ration of 74 cwt. under para. 6, the 
total amount of fuel available in the year would be 75 cwt.; with six inhabitants it 
would be 105'cwt. These amounts might be increased by additions for special 
circumstances under (d) above or-if some of the inhabitants were old or sick. and 
exchanged clothing coupons for fuel coupons under para. 7. The ration assessment 
might be. decreased on account of coal in stock under (¢) above. 


15. Appeal against Assessment of Special Additions. 


¢ 


A householder applying for extra fuel under paragraph 14 (d) who is not 
satisfied with the decision of the local Fuel Overseer thereon will be able, in 
accord with rules to be made by the Board of Trade, to have his application 
reviewed by a Regional Authority. ie a eG | 

16. Change of Address. ae aah 

~The household ration will be for use only in the premises to which it relates. 
If, during the rationing period, a family moves to other premises the house- 
holder will be required to take or send his ration book to the Fuel Office which 


issued it-so-that-his-meters-may be read-forthwith-and-his consumption of-fuel- 


up to date may be recorded, and taken into account in fixing the ration in the 


in obtaining a ration in his new dwelling. 


Norz.—An alternative plan would be to make it the responsibility of the landlord 


‘behind or that there was coal left to account for the difference, and to report the matter 
to the Local Fuel Office where this was not done. nook as 


__ met, and that. the householder’s ration book with due proportion of coupons was ‘left 


remises to which he ismoving. Unless he does this, he may experience delay 


: 
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17. Contractual Rights to Fuel. 
Where any member of a household is entitiea to receive oi or other fuel 
from his employer as part of the written or customary terms of his employ-. 


ment, rationing will apply to such supplies, after consultation with relevant 
organisations of employers and employees and subject to any necessary 


- readjustment of wages. Householders entitled to receive such fuel should 


state this on their application tori. 
18. Establishments. : 


Establishments will include both residential establishments, i.e., those whose 
main purpose is residential.such as boarding schools, hospitals, hotels and 
boarding houses, institutions, and non-residential establishments, such as day- 
schools, places of worship, business offices, shops, restaurants and catering 
establishments, places of entertainment and resort. Heads of establishments 
must apply to the local Fuel Office for a form of application for an establish- 
ment git tation and if they receive a household application form should 
return this unfilled to the Fuel Office. Large establishments may receive 
special types of ration documents on which their receipts of fuel can be 
recorded, in place of having coupons to surrender. In addition to rationing, 
establishments will be subject to restrictions directed to preventing extravagant 
or unnecessary use.of heat and light. 


19. Enforcement. 


Excess of consumption of gas and electricity will be punishable by the normal 
penalties under the Defence of the Realm Regulations as well as by cutting 
éf supplies, if this course proves necessary. Penalties will apply to the 
occupier of a house in. which excess consumption has taken place, even thou; 
he may have changed his house. They will apply not only against 
merchants or suppliers, but against their agents (trolleymen, meter nes 
etc.) for delivering solid fuel, or taking meter readings without collecting 
coupons, or in the case of deliveries of solid fuel above 2 cwt. between Ist 
June and-the issue of household ration books without recording deliveries. 

Notre.—While rationing, like any other war regulation, must be enforced at need 

Py suitable penalties, breaches of the Regulations which could not have been avoided 

“i by reasonable care will not in practice be made the subject of proceedings or of. cutting 
off supplies. * Help will be given to householders in estimating their consumption and 


small or unintentional excess in one year of rationing can be adjusted by reducing 
the tation im the following year. 


20. Duties of Supphers of Gas and Electricity. 


~The main duties : of orper of gas and secticly. under the rationing 
scheme will be—__ . 


(a) to collect coupons at each intutvedion aiec z 5th August, 1942, 
_. aad to _ to the Fuel Office any case where a householder fails to 
. produce requisite. coupons; ; 
(6) to cut off supplies if so instructed by the Fuel Office; 
“o> ¢)_to-xeport to- the Fuel. Office after each quarterly inspection any 
| householder whose consumption in that quarter has been so high as to 
. suggest that he is in danger of exceeding the ration before the year is out, 
So that a warning may be sent tohim. — 


21. Duties of Coal Merchants and Coke Suppliers. 


All coal merchants and coke suppliers are already ee to be licensed 
and to sell only to oi aaa registered with them. Under the rationing scheme 
they will be required— . . 

(a) to | coupons. either when the coal or coke is ordered, bought 
or delivered d, or, in case of deliveries of 2 cwt. or more at a time after rst 


June, 1942, but before the household ration books are issued, to enter 
these on an authorised record; | 
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(b) to account, if required, for all coal or coke obtained by them by 


Ape, coupons, or their equivalent in acknowledgments of delivery 
y establishments or industrial consumers. 


22. Distribution of Coal and Coke. 


Supplies to merchants of coal and coke for domestic consumption will be 
regulated in accord with the estimated needs of their registered customers, so 


as to secure that all available supplies are distributed to meet rationed require- 
ments. 


23. Stocking of Coal and Coke. 


Every domestic consumetr—whether householder or head of an establish- 
ment—who can store coal on his premises, should stock as much as he can in 
summer and autumn to meet his winter needs. 


Norgr.—In view of the difficulties of transport and distribution of coal in winter, it 
is important to get supplies of coal distributed during the summer as widely as possible 
near the places in which the coal will ultimately be consumed. Those consumers who 
stock in summer, though they wall not thereby obtain a larger fuel ration for the winter 

. (since substantial stocks at Ist; must be reported and since all supplies delivered 
thereafter will count against the ration) will not only benefit themselves, by ensuring 
that coal according to their reasonable needs is in their premises, but will also render 
a public service in easing the problem of distributing coal in winter for those who are 
less fortunately placed. Some of the stocks will be acquired before the householders 
receive their ration books in August, that is to say before they know what their — 


fuel ration for that year will be. If, on receiving his ration book any househ 
finds then that he has more coal and coke than he can use within his ration after Pp 7 


viding coupons for gas, electricity or paraffin, he will be allowed, on application to t 
Fuel Office, to surrender coupons only for that part of his stock which he proposes 
to consume during the Winter, and to give an undertaking not to consume the 
remainder. Whetis@eiie@—eut coal applies equally to coke. 


24. Duties of Houschotlers. ' | 
The main duties of each householder under the rationing scheme will be— 


(1) If not already registered with a supplier of coal or coke to register 
forthwith. Householders should apply in the first instance to be registered 
with their present suppliers; 

(2) To give up coupons for all deliveries of coal or coke up to 2 cwt., or 
of paraffin, made after Ist June, 1942; 

(3) To ask for a delivery note for every larger delivery of coal or coke 
(above 2 cwt.) after that date; 

(4) To fill in the application form for a household ration as soon as 
he gets it and to return it to the Local Fuel Office; 

(5) If he can store coal or coke, to lay in during the summer months 
a reasonable stock for winter (as in a6 ye 23 above); 


(6) To keep within his ration. Salonen as to what the ration 
means in each kind of fuel, how to meters and how to plan con- 
sumption will be available in good time; 

(7) To begin economy in filel at once. The ration allowed to each 
householder cannot be fixed till the assessments have been made. But on 
an average rationing will involve a cut in the neighbourhood of one-eighth. 
If on_an-average every household could make six days supply of fuel_and 
light do for seven days, the necessary saving would be made and a little 
more. Some, .if they have been very economical already with fuel and 
light, will not be able to save a§ much as this and will not be called on to 
do so. Others, if they have not been economical and generally those in 
the larger houses not fully gceupied, will find their ration cut by much 
more than this. But in t ie summer months of small consumption, to 


spread six days fuel and’ Might over seven days at least wit be a good 
general rule, — 


(r9246) Wt. — ‘10,000 & 40 4142 D.L. G. 344 
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MASS-OBSERVATION ARCHIVE 


Papers from the Mass-Observation Archive at the University of Sussex 


Part 5: Topic Collections on Social Welfare and the Beveridge Report, 1939-1949 
(HOUSING; WORK - REGISTRATION & DEMOBILISATION; FUEL; FOOD) 
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Fuel, 1937-1947 
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le Very good 


2. Well, . . . newspapers is the best method, I suppose 

Be Well, of course I'm out all day at business, and we make one 
scuttleful go for the week, and use very tittle gas. 

4. Well, they cotld if there was a. party, say in one big house, 
instead of having 4 lot have one big fire, aad not muck in with 
one another and do it that way. 

5S. Oh yes. 

6. Yes. 7 

7e & Oh yes. bd. Very ry good. C. ge 

8. Well,.I think they re very trying; I think they’ re succesful. 
(Tt think "trying" meant,"they're trying their best" - not what it 
sounds like. Inv.) 


9. Well, it's. hard to say. They | ve done about their best now, I'm 


afraid. “But I don't know if they've made any suggestion about 
ladies’ hair curling. Don't you think they could cut it dom? I 


don't know whether you have a perm, but my wife's after having hers 
done now, and it must take lots of electricity. I was thinking about 


it - I've neverg seen it mentioned, Think of all. the ladies who 
have theirs done daily - it's a weet amount of electricity used on 
hair eurline. ane 
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1. I think it's the best 25 4 Way. — 

2. Well, by the radio. | 

36 By attending to the she sedans regulation of gas cookers; omne! re. 


+ not efficiently regulated - I happen to be in the heating game; 

such things as domestic boilers and back boilers to fires should be 

regularly cleaned every six months. 

4. Well, such things 4s boiling 4 kettle of water, people in the Mame 

house one boils for the other, or washing day, have a communal washin 

2 . 0 sure. | day 
& § think BO ee + Yes. | 

7e Nol didn't. c. I have the Sunday Graphic 

8. Well, they re very <ood, but I think they could be a bit more 

foreceful. : | 

9. Well, I think myself facts about how the people in Russia are 

suffering could be incorporated, for instance I met @ chap who came 

back and said people there were literally dying; I think the facts of 

the war aren't a appreciated in this country. 


You've had articles on it. 


DK 
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They're doing it in the press, aren't they?. 


Well, I think the public are &mm doing it. 
NO. 

Oh yes. 

I doubt that. 
Yes. b. Very good. c. News Chronicle. 
I think he's doing his best. | 
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1. I think it's. quite a good ae really 

2e Rather difficult to say - depends on each individual really 

3- Well, at present two families are sharing the cooking of meals, 

and that saves a lot of electricity and fire and that. 

4, That all depends on the people themselves, if they're willing to; 
we're just two families living close together. 

5. well yes, I think next door to each other like, one'd perhaps use 
Person's electricity and fire and they use ours another day - that 
saves two ni eciaiealas lights burning at the same time, and fires, doesn't 
it? 

Well, if it was convenient, specially in the evenings - you could 

spend one , evening with each other, 

7. I don't think I did. - Ce We take the People 

8. Well, I think they're quite practical really. 

9. Well, I think pictures do sometimes more than just printing; people 
perhaps wouldn' t sit down and read an advertisement whereas a picture 
they would often pick up. 
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1. Well, It's good up toa onstui point; you "11 get the conscientious 
ones who definitely do what they can, and you'll get others who say, 
Why should I; I mean, people like ourselves, if we are appealed to we 
do try, but others will not be bothered, 

2e That's rather difficult. If I say Posters, you re going to use 
paper and there's a paper shortage. I think the wireless is the best 
Way e | 
3-e Well, cutting down baths is our chief way at the moment; where we 
always used to keep our boiler fire going we only light it twice 4 week; 
we do without a oe room fire and sit in the kitchen because we ve 
the heat from the gas, and we always have economised with light. 

4, That's difficult; I'm at work all day; I only do cooking weekends; 
#'m afraid I haven! t got ideas, ) 

5- Well, I don ' t see that I can; I m only at home for the outside. 
two hours; I've to do my housekeepYng and housework - I can t go next 
door and do anything; it's only people who are at home a]1l day that 
can do that sort of thing; I don’t cook much = only Weekends, 

Te NOe ec. Graphic - but I was busy and didn’ t. even read the paper, 
8. Well, as regards the fuel target I think they're a bit confusing 
for people who are not .. . those that won't work a thing out. . 

- for you and me it's all right, but take the ordinary woman who gets 
confused with any statistics. I don't think they're clear enough. I 
think they should say, use one huhdredweight a week, or one hour of 


gas a day, or three hours betcha adiiecd - — then something definite 
to work on. 9. See foregoing. | itis ail 
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1. Well, I don't know quite what you mean; everyone is occupied in 
saving; if you get some big places» » « e not these ordinary poor 
People. « -« 

2e DK 

3. Well, we hardly use any-in the kitchen of course, but so far we 
haven't had occasion to use much. 

4. Well DK I'm sure. 

5. Yes. 

6. Yes 

8. Well, they're perfectly good 

9. Well of course, T m hardly ever at home; I'm at my business place 
all day long; I can '"t gay. 


a Neighbours 


1. Well, I don't think it's much good 

2. Well, I don’t think it is much use appealing ‘to anybody. The 
rationing scheme is very involved, but I think 4 form of rationing, 

if they can guarantee supplies, would me meet the case-better, 
because some selfish people take no notice of appeals and other people 
do. We find’ the same in here -(nodding towards hi®'place of Wor") 
some People turn out the lights and some people don't bother, 

3. Well, only the ordinary ways, just by economising nothing special 
4. Well, I have heard it suggested people should cook together, but 

I don't think’ that woudd works? Pf dor"t think the ladies would ever 
reaily agree to that. 

5S. Well, it Wottlar't rest with me--it wovld rest with my -wrfes~T 
think she would; but when you get women sharing a kitchen, trouble 
begins | | : i y re. oe eee 

6. Well, I'm not often there, I get home so late at night - but I 
don't think it’s workable. ~-° OTs ee i A 

8. Well, I think they've got @ lot of good sense in them, but 
whether people will agree to doing @11 they ask = tt gues*beeck to the 
compulsion versus voluntary. | | | | 

9, Well, ‘I'm afraid © don't know; I haven't really thought about it. 
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l. Welle I think it's a good a: but really- I would prefer’ to 
see compulsion. 
2. Wek, "the Press and the radio appear to be Somewhat satisfactory 
° Well, I can't think of any other ways than those that are put 
the papers, 
4. By using communal kitchens and feeding centres, factory canteens 
and the like; ..'. if I should sit down and think I should think of 
many gl 
e NEL, definitely. 
; aT tink there's nothing Like communea.life. 


well, they haven't got quite enough punchy 

9° Well, toosay any thing would be very difProul vs I'd have to sit 
@own and think about it; but most of @li I'd like»to see some system 
of rationing. 
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C 
le Welly I agree.in that way | 
Ze Well, I mean to say, in‘a W2y , Whenever they're cooking diner 
they might combine and save that way, and\never Light up. tili it's 
dark. 
3. Well, I'm practically out every night so I save it that way 
4. DK about that 
5. Weasyrd suppose Iiwould - yes. 
66 Well, I wouldn't mind that rm r' m not in at nights. 
8. Well, "Y think they're very good indeed; I've seen them adso at 
the c ingma ~ news reels and that. 
9. Well, I can't think of anything now; it takes time.to think these 
things out. 
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1. Well, it carries a lot of weight. 

2, Well, I suppose, to have an Exhibition; locally, in every 
district. 

3. Well, I live in a flat, and instead of shaving in the bathroom 
I shave in the other room and save light. 

4, That's: rather difficult, people, you see, they don’t . i . they 
wren't welcome in different. places, 

5. Well, I don't suppose T would 

8. Well, they don't carry much weight, 

0. well. om the wireless; keep on rubbing it in - stick it on 
walls and alt gr 
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3e NO, 

4. No. 

5. Yes. 

6 ° That ’ S$ right. 

8. It's a very good idea 
9, I can't tell you ; 
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. 1, I think it's a good idea 
2 Well’ how do you mean (Inv. Said, the method, and instanced 
radio, néwspapers, cinema, lectures. She fastened on the idea of 


lectures and it kept cropping up). I think lectures would be better 
because you'd get the majority of people attending these lectures 
more than the cinema or anything else. 

3. Well, I do in a good many ways, for instance, I'm alone at the 
present moment; I don't light my fire unless it's necessary, just 

in the evening time and just for a little time to make it like a 
little bit comfortable if it's very cold, and then I sort ofZ let it 
out again; and as regards electricity, I don't have my wireless on 
unless it s just for the news, and lights the same thing, I don't 
draw my blinds or have any light in the bedroon. 

4, Well I don't know as regards that. I should think that's really 
a hard problem, because the majority of people don't talk to their 
next door neighbours, and some are more amicable, and some are not; 


d hear these things mentioned, 
night come to some agreement to make the 


you can get on with a person - I might be able to get on with you in ale 
different ways whereas another person wouldn't ... but I really a 
think they should do, you know; I think it's quite a good thing, tmmaS ° +) 
BRECAUROXBXSEZLZxXZxBAyER a good suggestion, myself - because I have Q 
been very extravagant as regards electricity and gas fire in many oo¢ 
ways, and I think most people have, = eo! 
Se Yes. - +¥ 
| 6. Yes. Pregees OO , 7 o Se 
' 8, Well, I think they're good, , Rae ES 
eee | ee, One AR oe PeYroaDos nave some Deovdvic $ ° +O Oo ed , | 
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1. Well, I suppose really it's C¢ a good idea in a way 


2e Well, that’s hard to say, because one person will: burn more than 
another, be more extravagant; Well I should say the majority of 
people will ‘degree With it; it'IT’ give a person that"s not able to 
buy or store more than one CVG, 86, &@ time - it helps them because 
they have an equal | chance.* . 
3-e Well, myself I've got an Ascot geyser | but now we have a fire in 
the overt” and’ I boil everything on that, ali the' water, and next 
morning, it's all used; and of course as the weather gets colder we 
have to "have a fire on longer, with a@ child, and I'll boil the 
dinners.on it. and bake: potatoes - you can put them in the ash-pan,. 
4. Well, I should say. hd one ‘person has to cook, say for children 
and the next oor ‘netehbour doesnt ‘have to cook till evening time, 
T should say they should be friendly enough to share, so that the 
other person gets a hot meal at reagan & 
5. Well, I mean, I should be quite willing to do 50, and T’think 
several of the people where I live would be just the same, 
6 Well, of course, that depends, as regards menfolk, doesn't it? 
You don't always want & stranger in the home, same as that stra anger 
may feel about it - myself I'm billeting war workers, so we share, 
8. Well, some that’ I've seen I think’ are good, but T’ haven t seen 
a great many ; as I say, here in London of course it's a different 
proposition - I used to live in this neighbourhood but now we re at 
4 sudbury bina T came as a native from this “part yu a0, pn al ve 
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1, Well, it's going to help, it's for 4 good purpose, isn't 1t? 

We all want the war to be over. 

2. That’s rather hard /to say really, there's such @ lot of people 
out.at work - you're not always able to catch then, ’ 

3. Well, we don’t have two fires now; you use your one room. 

4. Well, just what we heard on the wireless, do your cooking 
together and washing together - that’ s- if everybody agrees with it, 

Se Oh yese 

6. Oh yés,/ because my husband" s away and I'm on my own withthe baby, 
so sometimes it brings companionship in & way. 

8. Welly*in what way? (Inv: Well, the posters and. the adverts in 
the papers). Well, I haven't seen them. I haven't been out much j 
I've not been very well. Te) . py 
9- DKe 
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le Well, it's to help to win the war, isn't it? 
Qe Well, when I see anybody using too much fuel I just tell then, 

Se On well, I only use it like in the kitchen. 

4. When there's one, like, or two people want to do some washing the 
same day, one do the ‘other's. 

5. Yese 

6. Yes (more doubtfully). 

8. Oh well, I don't take any notice of them, because I know I don't 
use much fuel. 

oO. Well, if I had my way I'd put them up in every window, 
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1. DK 

2. Can't say Sih | 
| aie save it in our house \ oe 
5. Yes. a. 

y Oh no, no, os ; 
. Well, you can't sa rea © ’ 

No, not really, y lly. (Inv. Have you noticed them?) 
- I don't mow, I don't take that much notice. 
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2. Well, I don"t understand it 
3. Ga yes - I ve got to go-out: and do &@ bit of work, and you save 


it trat ways 


Friends 


4. Well, if there's anyone else in the house, and you went into 
the next room or they came into yours Tt would save that way ~ for 


them that's sociable, 
GS. Yese 

6. Yes, I would. 

Se EE 


9. DK. It's wiser not to say ~ my husband says, 
you anytning don't you say anything, 


if anybody asks 
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l. Well, it igsangoed idea if ‘ste earried out. 

2. I should say this: there's any amount of people use gas where 
therejGeba.mecessary, any amount use coal.there there's no neeessary 
for it; if People would only get their coal and (‘get &@ little coke and 
mix Lt«togethem.1t.Wwould- least twice as. deng. 

3e I save as much as I can; I'm glad to do it, because you can't get 
the stuffy: you.can't get the woom,; -@and you don t know how long you 
can get the coal. 

4. Well, absolutely, just the-same as.I - I've got my..Won-and his 
wife upstairs, living- they've the top and I've the bottom, and in 


the winter” ime | “bf.we'veoa fire we can.all be together; they wouldn't 
want a fire both up and SOM 


Se QQere o 
o. yes, yes. 
8. Feil, not, too much, I don't.think of thenm,,. 


Ss I don't know how they could be improved; but of course things 
aren't oarried out what jeaey suggest - it's just the same.as.the fish 
what they've. done now, they've done the same with the fish; you 

could always get a bit of fish over there (pointing), and can you 

get it now? You can't get a bit now; there's no fish coming to 
London. There's no.doubt myself. tney' ve..messed it up Bnd ames tly 


I don' t believe there's an r shortage of coal; I don't | 
they keep CO eee ang to.da this and people. ted do. that, “but T 
think there's for 
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1. Well, I suppose that's 411 right really 

2e Well, just by really making them see it helps the war effort, I 
suppose; * most people want to do that 

3e Well, I have economised actually; I never burn any unnecessary 
lights; whethever I leave the room I put it out; fires T don't light 
until it's time to bath the baby at night; I don't have a fire by day 
at all. 

4. Well, my sister and I , one day when her husband's late or fire- 
watching she comes to me and we have a fire and it saves her fire and 
light, or when my husband's on Home Guard I go to her and it saves 
mine; and whenever we can we cook together, 

5- and 6. Well, my Sister and I do. And another thing, 4 neighbout 
%x of mine, if whe's alone I have her in to save her Light - we help 
each other’ that way; she' s all alone, only a son in the Navy. 

8. Well, I think they're very good really, I mean if anybody stops 
to think about them. 

9. I can't think of anything, unless pmxmxx of course they put them 
easier for the likes of the people round here to understand; I mean 
some people if they don't understand just at the time they read then, 
they don't bother about ghuemz fathoming them out really. 
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1. Well, my opinion is, let them use their discretion 

2e well, there's only one way, that's canvassing, isn't it? 

br Well. myself, I'm not using any. 

4. Well, the only way is combining for cooking. 

5e Well, I share with myself because I don’t use any fire or any 
light - I don't use black-out; I get as much daylight as I possibly 
Cane 

os fo s share a fireside with my neighbours as it is; that's why I 
haven't 11it any fire. 

8. Well, I reckon they're very goad; I'm going to go down and see 
that Ministry of Fuel thing in Regent Street; I'm going down to have 
a look at it. 

9. Well, I don't give any opinion on that, because my candid 
opinion - I brought out a patent myself on ’ the gas and I got robbed 
of it, so I don't interest myself now. | 
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DK 


DK 
No, 


Tin afraid I can Se 


Oh. Yes. 


Yes. 


Well, J. think, they re pretty goo, and they're ver were 
come to the point, don ' t they? ‘s y yi they 


well, 
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that. I. can. t tell. yOu... 


Neighbours 


Well, t': ve never studied the question. 
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“ti Neighbours 


1. Well, it's the only way you — get the people to economise. 

2e Well, ask them to go steady with it - they already mma know the 
transport is difficult. 

3. Well, the only way I know is the way they advertise - if you can 
carry out their instructions you won't go far wrong. 

4. Well, the way they economise is by speaking to mne another, and I 
think that's the only way people understand, because, simply, you know 
as well as I do, they can't read - well, simply tell’ then, 

5S. Well, I ax would 

6. Well, we already do that. . . well, I'm a chap, all the kiddies 
call me tncle and the Missis, Auntie. . . we've one or two friends 
that's hard up and we help them by giving them a warm; that's our mode 
of life. 

7e Yes. b. Very good - that's what I say, people should read it ani 
go by it. Specialdy electric light; there s 4 Xmum lot of people waste 
that. c. News of the World 

8. well, I should think they're pretty good myself. 

9. well, I haven't studied it that far, 
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1. I think it's a good idea myself 

2. Well, the only way I suggest is by radiog, like, and bills. 
3. Well, myself, it isn't up to me; I don't use it only to wash and 
shave and that sort of thing. 

4. Well, only by neighbours in the same house cooking their dinners 
in the same oven. | 

5. Yes. xx : 

6. Oh, that's a different thing - you see what I mean, 

7. No. Ge News of the World 

8. Very good; I don't think they can do any more - if people took 
notice of them they would certainly save 50% of fuel. 

9. Well, if I could think, like, I wouldn't be here; I'd certainly 
put it to the Government; because I'm all for this fuel business, 
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1. Well, they should save. 

2e well, that's a s &@ funny thing to say. It's the majority. You might 
ask some ’ people one question and suit them, and others not; you please 
gome and offend the others; but take it aij round, the majority I ve 
spoke to holds with it. of course where there's children, or invalidg 
they must use extra. 

3. Well, I'm on my ow; coming home I do my owm cooking at home night 
time; but I'm doing without it - going out. 

4. Well, I've been thinking it over, but I can't because go many is 
out all day working, and working National Importance; it’s all ,very 
well asking two people to cook - but they're all working; they're all 
having their meals out as far as possible, I think - but if that goes 
on I'm afraid there'll be a cut in that. 

5. Yes, I would. 

6. Yes certainly - anything to get this job over, 


a ea 
béop 2554,¥¢ 180k Eap Farther than their noses ~~ SV ant nosh 
right they don't worry; but you can't just look after yourselves, we' fo 
ot to look after the majority now. Cc. Well, @ good many - People 
Express, Pictorial, and generally borrow News of the World. 
8. Well t reckon they' re very good myself. 


isa That's a obs a bp wey eg am 8 mene you" ve got to think - 
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QxzxWarzizxtnertzaskz 
1. Well, they can't afford to pay for it. 


2e DK. 
3. Well now I don't light a fire, not till the evening time, 
4, well, I never have much to do. with the people, not in the street 


now, because they're all new people come in. 
Se "Oh Yebe 
Well e «¢ 


Yes. 


db. 


« Zlaughed) . 
about paarze the ovens, 
other's’ “soil 

Te &e 
8. Well, they" re hel 
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hard to say. Ce. 
pful, aren't they? 


Sunday Graphic, 
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s ol? . Grimswood( ?) on the wireless said 
said they don't like the idea of shering each 
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65 (neither) 
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es - well, they can please theirselves 2's 
cackled and walked off) 
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3. Well, I save just a little - I make one wash a week, that's all, 
and we have one bath of water for two, 
4. No. I mean, some people are funny, aren’ t 
well, say, two of you cook in one oven, but some people are so funny 


they don’ t like the idea of Lt. 


5. Oh yes, I wouldn't mind in the least, 


6. Gy, I don! t like that idea, 


7% No. ¢e I don't have one, we can't afford one, 

ay Well, really and truly, I don't read them, I don' t have time, I've 
a baby as well as this one (child of about two). 

9. If I saw one I'd read one, but I don’ t get a chance, 
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or three with 
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the baby. 
I mean you could, 


I'd rather have my own place, 


80 that's that. 
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26 well’ <a ee oe 
, Be. ys listen to the wireless, 

e ' 
: Wt. fou see Tt ying 

e 0 own, 58O Il ca 

haven't got much’ time , Bal to aoe teoan't ye anyone else 
7. We, i didn’t. o * you go out to work os ns you 
at e News of the World, but I didn't see it : 

° ey see last 
9. Don’ t know I’ . eure right to me. I don't light my fire t 

. re till night. 
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Well, I'll tel you what I've - 
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I've put an extra brick in the 


fire, and I don't light the fire till the evening, that's another thing 
(Q- repeated), I think it would be better than rationing if 
possibly be avoided, don't you? : 

Well, you would have to send round I should think, like leaflets or 
something. 
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See l. 
NO. 
Oh yes, certainly. 
Oh certainly, yes. 
NO. Ce. We have News of the World and the Sunday Times, 
Well, I think they're very good 
No. 
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1. Well, it's a ‘geet. idea, 

26 Well of course, when they said Don' t light fires till the first 
of November, it's a bit awkward for a genuine family, isn't it, 
because most of the poor people _ can't afford to waste it and 
they haven't got it. 

3- Well, we only use one fire now and one light, whereas once we 
used to walk out of the scullery maybe and leave the light burning; 
and we use candles where we can. | 

4m Well, I don't believe in that, like they say, Why don't every- 
beady in the same house have the one room; say the likes of me come 
home from work, I wouldn't like to see the people from upstairs in 
the same room where I have my tea; you like to have a little bit of 
privacy. . - Its all right, but the heads of this country, are they 
saving fuel? We do our best well, they do theirs: It's the 
workers every time that has bo do things. 

5. We would have to, wouldn't we? 

6. Well, there's worse things than that going on, isn' t there? 
There's people out in Egypt . e« e — to do it. » saving 
fuel ... and it's a big thing. 

Te No . Cc . People 

8. Well, it's very good indeed, and piee it lets people know how 
serious things are; if they keep giving it out on the wireless 
regularly, every time they do the news. Then you'd have people save 
Ate It's the news time that people listen - eight oclock news, 
twelve oolock, six oclock, nine oclock - and it wouldn't hurt the 
person that speaks the news to say, Please save 48 much fuel 4s 
possible, 

9. Well, I think they're good enough; I mean to say, it lets us 
tl and when we're doing wrong it lets us know; if the government 
hadn’t stepped in and tole people, they would have wasted it. My 
wife and I are both working all day, and we don't have a fire; I get 
in about nine oclock and she does the. same, and we have a bit of 
tea, and then go to bed and keep warm in bed, 
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1. Well, I think th ye 
fuelling’ you know; there's & great saay people Leave’ Miely ane on ae 
things like that. 8 ; many people leave their gas on and 
2. Well, Im afraid door to door w ‘ : pele 
a the e ae » you see; but Poy think "tavewas the fone — 
», whe Local paper . .. because so man neon] 
think not so much the evening paper veceuse Summa dabe ii; "aaa 2 
it at once, but the weekly paper, such as the St. Pancras Gaz ae 
Chronicle, which gumasax¥aund gets round a large district eantves: 
Je Well, myself, I never use a fire unless. it s really neeed cain 
we re over 70, and we never light a fire until December, and w ie. 
both healthy.’ I believe if you light a fire, in not putting the 4 
out but keep it off so that it doesn't draw up the chime tak — 
I believe in wetting the coal; wrapping up pieces of pa ge r 4180 
tas sa ase San ce Os ot De cee ee Me 
on for the whole winter, and we’ f : | 
I believe in siftthng your cinders and al than ak ae 
| so wetting them well 4d 
and putting them between : ‘ — 
fire var tier tah, the pieces of coal on the fire; it saves the 
« Well, that's rather difficult with so man N 
out at ae 
Tike, Sut ‘they're ewe kil ds the people in the es to share ay 
ay, and perhaps when : 
night and they had a little something te. eeek aby wouldn't lake ¢ be 
interfered with of for ae to aay, Come up into ay place! they would 
e 1e wan, 
ask tame 40 enews’ t my meal, and perhaps then there's not very 
5- Exactly, definitely. 
6. Oh yes: Definitely: | 
a° gp age asi c, The People. | 
° on k they do any good. I think people : 
._ they haven't the patience, a lot of people, jets tus tame 
people. . »« People in our station in life, they will sit together and 
confer, What will we do, like my hubby does. I e6f%mam never light a 
fire with wood, but now that we've got to save paper I sometimes do | 
use 4 little bit of wood, and allowance myself to twopence worth of | 
gas a day for heating and everything; of course I put on something 
warm,but_+ mean to say, you're not obliged to get chilly with small 7 
rooms. (this last bit belongs to 3 properly, but it came here). . 
9. Well, I do think if they put it more seriously; it isn't serious 
enough; people don" t take things seriously; they take them too much 
for granted. It's a pity - I think if they put it more seriously 
saa Pa tage TS aes ee other te a and that they "11 be 
able to get coa 1ey would make them caref & - 
I really do think that. oe ies — ee 
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1. Well, I think it's a good idea if we're really short, and I think 
everybody ' s trying to do all they can - but there a ve some, and that's 
the annoying part of it; some people do, and some something e1se; 
I mean, it's very annoying when you're doing all you can, and other 
people are doing the reverse again. 

2. Well I really don't know, 

36 Well you know, you take one unawares; I think of plenty of things 
when I'm at home!” 

4. Well, people suggest about people going to one another's room and 
that - well, I certainly don't really hold with that, because after 
all, people’ do like a little bit of privacy; for instance, if my 
husband's been working all day from 8 in the morning to 6’or 7 at 
night, well then you don't like the idea of having people in the hou® 
in the evening. As for suggesting anything I @eally don't. +<% "ii 
tell you one thing people cou]d do quite a lot of - now winters coming 
we iis to have a fire; well, they could use quite a lot less 2a8 and 
cook on the fire, 


5. Well to tell you the truth I have so little time, because I'm on 
war work myself and working 15 or 16 hours a day between that and my 
gee at . 

6. No, I would not. That's really a kind of thing I wouldn't do; lots 
of people mous do that in any case, because after all people do 
like their pr&xaggx owm fireside, although we do have to sacrifice 
quite a lot of things, being war time ; but I really don't hold with 
sharing a fireside with people, 

Te ey you have that in all the papers, don't you? 

Express and News of the World. 

8. Ter think it's a good idea because the public sees them in the paper 
whereas it wouldn't see them otherwise. 

9. I can't think. 
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co a Neighbours 
eS well, the correct thing, isn't it? 
2-e Well, the best way undoubtedly is over the wireless, because most 
ponte coed have got wireless - although I think they give it to us quite 
enough. 
3 Well, I don't think that would be possible , personally. The first 
shamkxaxgaos2 many thing in &@ good many people's minds is the cash; 
they don’t put fuel on unnecessarily, although of course with some 
People they use the poker a lot; and if you use the poker @ lot you 
have to go stadking it on the fire, 
4. Well, of course, I don't believe in it myself personally, but they 
do say that meighbours should co-operate, say you could use an oven 
and cook two meals in it and only use one lot of gas - cook two joints 
on. Sunday with one lot of gas; though personally I don't. care for it 
myself, though from the general point of view it would be a good 
thing = of course neighbours aren't always such good neighbours to one 
another. Of course you can’t economise in your actual lighting very 
well, only use lower power lamps. 
5. Well, I personally wouldn't myself, but we've got some very very 
funny neighbours! a 
7e Is it any different last week to other weeks? I didn't read last 
Sunday's paper. c. Well, I usually see the News of the World and 
the People, 
8, Well, they're very good aren 't they, no doubt about that. (and : 
yet he hadn't apparently grasped that they varied from week to week: Iny) 
9. Well, of course, one thing behind al11 these things, where these 
thinss come in, ig: Do the rich people share equally with the poor, 
They cut it, but you see they immediately turn round and say to you 
Get stuff in, but you can't have too much, if you have over a certain 
amount it ien' t allowed at all, and the next day they come out with 
You can have up to five tons - "well, people who can afford it have 
‘' their stocks for the winter right away , but poor oh «a with only two 
rooms or a flat in one of these buildings, they can’ for one thing 
they haven't the money and for another they haven't the accommodation, 
they must buy in small lots, and therefore there must be a certain way - 
in which they can have their supplies regularly throughout the winter,. 
(Inv. So how do you think the advertisements could be Saprenears Well, 
I don't know; of course they do say some of them everybody sh aS 
share and share alike, but when they change their orders like at it 
doesn't treat everybody alike. (I don't think he really related this 
answer to the question at all= I think it is just an obiter dictum; on 
the other hand he may have meant that the advertisements should 
cnghasiee fair do's for everyone - but he didn't say se). 
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le’ Well, no I can't see any saan in it, because. people are too ham 
up} » they’ want. | $0 talk to the big places, "Poor people can 't afford 
it. they 4@ without a fire till the last minute; it isn’ tus that waste 
it, 1t's the offices and the big people - when they've got at them 
they've solved the problem, And &lso, why the miners dare to strike 
yhen there's a war on ~ haven't ae any of their own flesh and blood 
out there? Hitler wouldn't allow them to strikeg so , Why Should we? 
Wetll never win the war that way; really and truly I'm disgusted with 
the miners and shipowners striking in war time; they should be put in 
the front line straight away. 
®. I don't think they can do anything; they've allowed us one hundred 
a week, well, let them keep to that. But I don't hold with this 
atooging around looking what people's got. . . my cellar 
Alan 't hold more than one hundred ~ what's the good wasting the 
ng to poor people. . . go to the offices, Typists there, 

ne to do a@ little bit of typing, they must have a fire, and half 
he ime they're powdering their noses - and why shouldn' they have 
a little bit of cold same as anyone else? 
3. Well, the only thing is, we can all go to bed earlier; and we 
don't light it if it's not too cold} and if we do light it, we don' t 
burn it to waste. You can't make some people more careful - it's 
the big po s that want cutting down “ offices, they put on halt a 
pucket unnecessary if they're going to go home in five minutes' can. 
I've heard office cleaners say they couldn't get at the grate because 
it's been @11 hot ~- years ago} mind you, but I don't suppose they're 
much better now, 
# No, I don't,- because as I say, poor people haven't got the mney 

5, well no; you vangt mix up with your neighbours, it's an 
ibility; you can’ t do it; it wouldn't work at. all, it’ S going 

x _ trouble, They ' 11 go and k about you - "at's going to 
ling 411 round, which wouldn't never do in London nor 
the class. It's ridic=-ulous; it must be somebody talking 
from under their hat that suggests it. 
8, Well, to tell you the truth I don't notice them, because I think ta 
myselr, ” my own common sense, I don't waste firing; . don’ t suppose 
Sad got a cwt. if my cellar at the present time - I'm registered 

a hundred, and if I don't get it I shall have to go without. . 
they needn't ‘worry; it's ‘the big ‘places, schools and 
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aha an imoression this. bit 
“hove mentioned it to me. Inv. ) Of course, 
*@areful, we have a bit of five if it's very 
off when we go, 

=F" 5 very essential; 
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about: washine. torether made. Jaws 


and use it next time vn there 


e: first of ath when they propose ‘a scheme and i 
Trergpeal it Sam. then take it up again - 4t's.very essential, Actually 
rt someone wrote and said they didn't see 


we! ve. —— thet sort. of. thing * At 
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gone voluntary is done better « 
“gane-a,plies to Tire-watec ning and everything C188 | they always say one 

-) Volunteer 'is worth about : dozen pressed ~ it's done A 8% DELLEYr Ssvirit 

es 4 = 3 

7 whether it's in the sporting World oY S6rilous events; when you do a thine 

® for the sake of doine it, not for what you pet: out Of '1% you do it a 

ia agifierent way. Certainly a Lot Of things are Wasted, though nyself 

* f aon't think people do it deliberately; I mean, moSt of them have 

m weouble to Pead the meter « it looks easy - I don't: know” Way officials 

% @on't help. Probably a lot of forms aren't filled in because they 

m gon't understand the way of soiling about it}; you'd think the men eI 

tney come round tocollect on debeomase' would give them a few hints, 

C~-B, WOLl, they're usins the 3% Way in the cinem& now; everybody foes 

e.« $9 Une Cinema of .choice, aa “at E uppeals: to taem, Iney show them that 

>. paving is peey ene the war to be over Guicker = guccesstiully =~ and. that's 

- wnat every bod Wants. No, i Jind @8 far a5 doling & food tum s — | 

ie concerned Ut! he average Enclishnan and Enzlishwoman Wili Help each other 

* and @o a kind tur = they'd poener G2 Bo00 Winn Gaen & bad one; they 
‘Mever refuse an a peal, they'd always gpare @ penny even if it was their 
dast = but they never iixe showing their feelings | 
Me Weil, of course, I don’t believe in hanging round the fire myself; it 
causes 4 Lot of colds when you go away from the fire; I believe in a walk 
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ere extra Bead and couldn't have ae and they agree to wash Loge they eg 

tC Yory sood-tdea.—you- 5am the #50, T-micht—be-rpretified—to—mew— | 
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Camden Town , 
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2 4 


tl Topy rood idea if its used properly, 
theres a lot of waste coing on. 
2)Gentle persuasion is the only way-force 
is no good. 


mo 


| ae * ; 
- Well I could use a bit less coal lim 
,gfraic, ; 
lL leave that to the ministry of fuel-its 
fheir job. 


5) 
) | . TS ee a =< ~ + 
“Well its no bloody good asking the 
© se se eng een ee ; + 
neic’bors, they wouldnt do if. 
L oak > - 4 5 . T t — a . am 4. +. er 
6) Yes es fer as I'm concerned, but they 
4 af 
| would nt. 

T. Sep ie ae 4. TGatinioab re 
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5) The best thing would be calling from 
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Town 


tsi policy on 
less' fuel. 


very; hand 
m* 
the coal industry 
to be aicollier. 
tO ibed| early, and getting up lag 
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ha Ne ne 
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a 2) First of all giving them some idea of the amount of chal per 
| head they are likely to have during the next six months 


) More social life 
5) Oh yes, of cours 


Suree It would work out at one fireside in every home every 
fortnight 

78) No 

c}) sxeynolds 


. | 
8) I think they re good 
ae 9) Ag cain, by giving people a more intimate idea of what they are 


likely to get. they! re wanting to know whether they are to 
be rationed, or what happened. in the first winter orf war, 


Good 


that ' S hard 2 Oo 8s a7 


I'm usine less now 


oO 


b) Very good 
8a) Very good 


I couldn't 
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1) I couldn't really say 
2) I don't re. lly know 


3) Not at present 


4) I haven't thought much about it 
5) 


Well, I work till 7.50 at night, and by the time 
and have my supper, I'm ready for bed 


®) No 


b) I don't get much time for the papers at all - 


8) I haven't seen much of it 


+ 
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et home 
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People won't tke a lot of notitve 


ea a ae 
Rations would be the best 


Pe 


) 
) I haven't used any yet 
) I've no ideas. 


) Very good 


le 

\ > he i 
8) Very good, if we only oney them, 
9) 


With the rations, 


eR Pal 
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1) I think that's the way rather then compulsion, If people feel t 
it's left to them they well face up to ht = appeal to their better 


Natures 
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7 rs er ea oe ar 
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2) A lot id being done through the newspapers and wireless, I 
® don t know what more they can do 


3) I suppose we could, reslly, if it came down to brass tacks. 


4) Well, a lot of different people are in a different position, 
all different meals at different times, Oyer the week-end you 
could, for Sunday dinner, but I think that s about all as 
regards meals | : 


5 ) “es 
ee 6) Yes 


a) Yes 
b) Very good 


Bee 8) Quite good on the whole 


9) I haven't given it a thought, They're certainly put im a nice 


Harlesden M 40 C 
1) I don't bother much about it | LF. 1° ¢ 2, 
2) That I don't know 

} I'm in lodgings 


I couldn't say 


s St OR oti 


) I'm in lodgings, you see 
Ya) I think so 

b) It looks quite reasonable 
8) They're all right 


9) Smaller bulbs in the houses, 


Ge Ge 
1) A good idea 19:10 -¢2 - 


Harlesden 


; ii , . sin 1 

: a7 °% can’t see what this fuel business is all about. If we re 

3 soing to win the war, people must Xmemxkmeetmek use less fuel, 
They must just go cold = put on more clothes, 


3) No 


‘ : : ; 
4) That s all a lot of bosh, that is, I mean, people soing in 
together cooking, there's sure to be a row, isn t there, 


5) +t wouldn't work. 


| 7) Ne 
| _. @) Times 


8) It don't do much good 


4 
9) Don t give people so much to burn, 


7 _ 
RPT 


BM 50: D : OC ee 


bap don't interest myself in it a lot 
2) L couldn't say, 


3) No = welj, I'm out all hours seven days a week myself, so I 
leave that to the missus 


4) I daresay they could do 

5 ) It wouldn't affect me 

”e) Yes 

») Very interesting, for people who like to read it. 


8] Tell you the truth, I never thought about it. I've Bot an 


electric motor running on my machine all day and all night, and 


that's ail EF think about. 
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1) The working class can't waste fuel, they can't 
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it at 3/6 a hundredwegpht 


io 


I couldn't 


5 
6) Yes 
9a) No 


8x) Some of the 


3) 
4) Not a lot 
) tes I would 


9) I gouldn't rightly say. 


Even it out for the working class 


CG ‘i x 
4~@ 7 . 
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alford to buy 
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1) A very good idea 14.40-¢2- 


2) Ask them to look at their metres and see how much they use 
20h week | 


ay 


3) ® I don't think I copld 
No, I don't think so 


Fes - well, it’s all according to what sort of people, ‘Some 
f them are very stand-offish. : 


ae di ht 
» tL don t t-ke that much interest, to tell the truth, 
Just as it comes 


C 
8) Haven't seen it 


we Sa Pe eS 
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| | LY fo. | 
| 1) Alright. I've got to go back to producing fuel myself * (0.4€ - 
tomorrow. Back to the mines, : : 


ay 
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al ad al eine” neal 


Difficutl to say 
Oh yes, definitely 


It depends 


O1 


fuel, oh yes 
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1) I'm not interested 


ae 


a 
}...] 


Don'+ know. 
7 t 
It don t trouble me 


No 


tA eh Coe 
ee ee 


Couldn't say 


/ : | 
(I,terview abandonned) 
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1) I think eve: “ybody is doing all they can, Well, you ca 
waste it at 3/6 a hundredweight, can you | 


2) I don’t know 


3) No 


4)-I'm sure I haven t, 


56} I think it's all according to the cdass of people you've got 
living near you, I don't have. much to éo with anyone myself 


6) 
Ya) I haven't noticed it 


a &) News of the World 


8) 4 don't bother much about them 


Harlesden 


Advertising over the wireless 


#or anyone with people living in the house with them 


nb 


3) Perhaps I epuld 


Aes bate : 
*+'s difficult for we're in a shop, you see, 


wn 
w 


7a) Ne 
, ae f 
b) + didn t look at a paper yesterday at all 


C“ite good really 


) Just keep on advertising it like that. *eople do notice 
if it’s put in front of them,don'’t they : 
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Gas 


IF MP-G? 


Herb sden ¥ SQ C 
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2) 


{ think it's a good idea 


- 


Rationing is best 


) | . at ee 
3).I'm afreid I couldn t+. We're out,ail day, and I don t light 
fires except at weekends, and I don t do much cooking — 


4) Unless they share cookers 
5) Yes 


)} Just the usual ones 


! 


Cc 
8) It's a good idea , if people will study them, that's the trouble 
9) 


Don't know 


ee 


Gormmon sense should tell them that 


Go and do some war work, most of them, 


Shpltthite > AAMT ree SAS ome! 


Well, yes 


[ad 


) 
) 
$} J don't have much to do with it 


,t wouldn't be to do with me, i'm boarding out if 


ot 4 
co) Grephic 
ae Bs i 
a 


8) “aven't seen them 
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1) -& think if phey @an do without it, but not if there are kiddies, 
they shouldn t have to go without a fire 


2) Over the radio 


3) I gould, yes. I could light it later in the morning on a day 
like this, for instance, : 


5) It all depends how it worked in together, 


I've seen some of them 


78 
4 It's a bit complicated , I think 


i 
that s what I mean, 
- 3 | : i : 
ihey could make them a bit plainer. ‘they re all right for 
very intelligent people, [ suppose, 


a, See 


Harlesden e.2o Dw 


1) I don’t understand much about it vi (OO. 
‘2) Don't know 

3) I don't know - I'm not a, housewife. 

4) + don't know anything about it 


(interview abandonned) 
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1) They should do, I mean, if they ‘re out at work all day they 
shouldn*t light their fires till they come in, - | 


2) Don't know 
3) I don’t light my fire. We're out all day 


4) I don't know = there's such many:funny people. One might shares 
out like that, and another wouldn t, 


5) Oh yes 


6) Yes. Some people would be pleased to have a nice big room with 
a big fire in it, especially business people, 


Ya) Ne 


c) People, News of the World, Graphic, 
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1)-I don't know, 


2) I don't know 


i . ; ' : 
3) It s no good asking me = I don t know anything about it, I'm in 
sLocdgings 


(Interview abandonned) 


++'s a good idea 


Well, like they do. 


i couldn't re ily 


How? 


F ics sden | 3 = 


OE cas 


1) 1 naven't given it a thought 
2) I've no idea 
3) I don’t have anything to do with it. Itm living in a hostel, 


and it's just there for -our use, but we don't have anything to d6 
With it. 


8) I never take any interest. It doesn't concern me 


9) No idea. 


Harlesden 


1) Weil, I suppose they have to 


oe ag ae et 
2) I don't know - I'm not sure that downright rationing wouldn t 
be better | 


3) Well, I don't -know that I could, I never light a fire just 
for myself; but I must have it looking warm and cheerful when 

| 3 when my husband comes home, No one is going to stop me doing 

4 that. 

suppose they could 


Within limits, yes 


i aon" t know = one geB rather tired of them 


4) 1 
5) 
6) Not a8 a2 compulsory thing - just with freinds 
8) 
9) 


Not quite so much nagging. 


Harlesden « 
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if it was rationed, then every6ne would 


~ 


Well, I think rationing would be best, 


—- * 


" t : 
Noe id rather have my own 
I haven't looked at them a lot, 


T couldn't say. 
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get their share 


really 
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Harlesden 


it's a very good idea 
I never thought about it 


Well, my father s a very cold man 


1) 
2) 
3) 
4) Not round where I live, they're very nosey 
5) Oh yes 

6) “es 

8). Very iad 


No 
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The wireless is the best 

ve economise now. 

Well, the lady from downstairs sometimes comes up to us 
tes, like that, I mean, 

Yes 

I don’t take any interest in them, I'm at work xéxall day 


Don't knw, 


of 
Be ay 
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et 
take 
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9. 10, 42% 


! | ee 
1) I don t know much about it 


2) If they were given Less, then they couldn't use so much, could 
they? Some people don t take no notics, do tmey, 


3) No, but I'll tell you one thing; the water pipe has burst in 
our house, atid we put in about it a week ago, but they haven t 
come. You can't save water like that, can you, 


~ . ee . 
6) es, I wuldn't mind at ail, 


8) if people took notice of them they'd be all right 


9) Hust if people took notice of them, 
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“Harlesden 


1) I'm only just out of the army, so I don't know much about it 


3) Yes.= well, we save as much as possible. We turn the lights 


: 


2) Not the foggiest idea 
0 


ff, and we only have a fire late in the evening, 
4) They could, I suppose, 
5) 


I've never thought about it at all, 


8) You're wasting your time asking me - I know nothing about it. 


é 
& 
. 
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Harésden M 40 C 33 : Ss 


Ye 10% 42, 
1) I can't say very much about that, 
2) Can't say . 
No 
I don't think it would work 


) 
) No 
) Precty good. 


there could be more directions put 
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9. 10, 42 
1) It won_ 't make a lot of difference to people 


te 2) I don't know - rin the coal business, so I've nev r looked 
cae 7 at it like that, The more they use the better for us 


3} t don't know = * 


4) Several ways; like on the wireless = instead of one 
meal on one gas cooker,- you could cook two at the same time 


5) I would do it if it would benefit anybody 


6) Yes 


8) I suppose that's the best they can do 


9) I don't think theré's any improvements. If they could improve 
them they'd have taken them out already . 
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* Harbesden 


I don’t think there's any harm in it 
By advertisements 


Ihé usual ways = less hot water and so on 


I haveh't read a lot of them 


4. 


) 
) in fl ts maybe they could 


(MN) No, definitely. I don't think it's workable 


™ : 44 ! . 
*erhaps in the papers they don t command ehough attention 
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1) I think its a good idea, but I don't think people are taking 
much notice | 


2) Advertisements in the daily papers 


: ® j 
3) I'm in the army. I don t suppose we shall get any. fires 
there this yeer : 


4) No 


5) It's a good idea, but’ will people do it? 


6) It's too complicated for the average house woman to understand 


9) They could be simplified in some way, 


Harlesden 


t L) A very good idea 
2) On the wireless 
3) I couldn't tee less then I do already 
4) No 
5 


now. they seem to go a Lone 
bj eS t> 


; 
1) i never thought abour it 


Tr 


No 


CA 


) 
2) Don't know 


ifs 


if they had bégfer joints on Sundays = roast 
two families, 


Yes 
Yes 


a 


5) 

6) 

8) All right 
9) No 


LU «6 AP. 


a bit joint for 


‘1) Damn good 
2}¢inema is best = as they are doing 


3) Yes =« the wife definitely could 


4) No, it wouldn't work 

5) Oh, I wuld 

6) *es : 
8) I've scen very few, They're not striking and foreéful 
9) Fhe cinema would be better, 


a 
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1) I think’it's allright if there are No children; but it's 
rotten if there's a thild. You're supposed not to have any 
fires till November, but with a baby, you've got to bath it 

and keep it in 4& Warm room, Those without children, well 
it's all right for them to Ligre & Lire about teatime, You 
don't want a fire when the man's out at work all day, but 
when he comes in, you want it then, 


Well, I say, it's all right when there's no children, 


3) Definitely not, We have the baby, and raj Mma inte~ 
nance work, I have to be out ‘in ail weathers, get soaked CAL OUGN, 

and come in wet to the skin, I've got to dry my clothes some- 
how, haven't I; can't put them on wet the next morning, And 

I'm not like these bug bugs got umpteen sults to change into; 
I've got to dry my things ove night, Or get into them wet in the 
morning. i've just had 6 weeks in hospital from that sort of 
things & 


les 94 . ~ i “ “ * aie . 
4) Well, if they ve got good neig U hen you can muck in 
together a bit, But not the na of néighbours we €0b.s 


¥¥ 


5) Oh yes. My father often comes up to us; saves him lighting 
his fire. 


6) Yes 


8) Well, they're always onto us, do this and do that; I can't 
help wondering haem if they do the same, like they tell us, 
Only a little while ago they was on at us about lights, but you 
only had to go up to Whitehall to see the lights burning day and 
night. I'm not sure it's any difference with this. How many of 
them do you think are sitting without a fire till November, 


_an—examplefrom—these—bicokesexexkat— 
we y need, tas than de what ‘Oy ask the working man to do, then 
we'll listen a bit more, I'm not Gomnmunist, but I think 


they ought to practige themselves what they ask the working mmn 
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